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Wanted: A New Political Strategy

by Hoyle H. Martin Sr.

Post Editorial Writer
Last week’s general elections re-
sulted in one of the lowest voter
turnouts in the nation’s history. Only
37 percent of the registered voters
went to the polls. Here in North
Carolina the voter turnout was even

our situation. No one’s going to da it
for us...” Thus, the Black Political

Caucus can talk about a possible
mistake in endorsing the straight
Democratic ticket in last week’s

or we can talk about a
presumed need for district represen-

was in part responsible for the
defeat of some major black candi-

dates. Probably the best known
among these were Mass. Sen. Ed-
ward Brooke, seeking re-election;
California Lt. Gov. Mervyn
Dymally, also seeking re-election;

ate seat. At the local level, Mecklen-
burg County Commissioner Bob
Walton, lost his bid for a second

On the other hand, while a few
.faces have changed, the number of
blacks in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives remains at 16-Incumbent

vote in heavy numbers to defeat

" bidto have the City Charter changed
so he could run for a third term.

These mixed results in the 1978
election appear to indicate that
blacks are in need of a new political
-strategy if they are to receive and
take advantage the rights they
gained in the 1960s. This point was
.clearly demonstrated by Atlanta
Mayor Maynard Jackson in a speech
in Charlotte last weekend.

In the first Annual
Awar:lm of the Charlotte
Business League, Jackson said,

————4‘Economic power for Afro-Ameri-

cans is going to follow political
power, not precede it.”” He urged the
. League to form a political action
committee and added, "pu:‘l’ic
policy controls everything we do...
every facet of our lives. We’d better
understand that politics is serious
business.”’

Then, as if aware of our specific
local political apathy, disorganiza-
tion and ineptness, Jackson said,
‘‘we are the ones who must change
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The hard fact is, black Charlott-
eans and County residents followed
their usual pattern of failing to
register or if registered just not
taking time to vote..Until we end this
political apathy, our unemployment
rates will remain high, our neighbor-
hoods poor serviced, our children’s
education will be less than quality

and racism will remain a constant |

evil in our lives.

Political Effo

We have said repeatedly in this
column that black Charlotteans need
to develop a cadre of leaders who
will develop a philosophical state of
purpose and intent designed as a
framework for improving the quali-
ty of life through greater economic
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for blacks. We have noted too ths
such an effort must begin with a
planned systematic attack on black
voter apathy and vocal support for
voter registration and voting.

What we are saying is the 1980
election is upon us now; now is the
time for hundreds of black volun-

teers from every level of the socio- i

economic and educational level to
begin soliciting voter registration on
street corners, churches, clubs,
bars, stores,
other placesthroughout-the black
community. Now is the time to begin
the new political strategy if blacks
want elected officials - black or.
white-who will respond to their

A new political stra is vital to
our survival today and for a better
tomorrow for our children. This
strategy must include (1) long term
planning, (2) an investment of mon-
ey and time by blacks, (3) getting

more black businesses and profess-:
ional people involved in politics, (4)
a warning to black elected officials
not to take black voters for granted,
(5) an awareness that while elected,
officials have no reason to deal
fairly with blacks if we are unorgan-
ized, and (6) an. awareness that
improved quality of life for black

g;oplemmtbeginandbedeveloped
by black people.

Like a sleeping giant, it is past
time for blacks to awaken and begin
to flex their political muscles for
their own self-interest. To repeat the
words of Mayor Jackson, ‘“we are
the w who must change our

" byDr. Charles E. Cobb
Special To The Post

racism that is inc ing in
velocity on the national scene,

Like its predecessor it is
buffeting every national insti-
tution that affects living. Un-
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minorities a just and equitable
share of national resources
and services: resources with
which to battle the storms of
poverly and the continuing
recession; i.e. adequate hous-

8-0200 ing, health care, education

_Commissioners, |

There is a new wind of

Corporations And Cities
Many of the more sophisticated, advanced
businesses in Ameripa have. .indicated their

concern with revitalizing the eities. But
relatively few have déveloped coherent corpo-
rate strategies that deal with urban revitalizat-

to be more widely known. But perhaps discussion
of some things Control Data Corp. and Sears,
Roebuck & Company are doing will stimulate
wider interest in positive steps being taken by

Control Data Corp., the giant computer
company, has joined with a number of other
corporations to start a new company, City
Venture Corp. The aim of the new firm will be to
plan and manage programs designed to impriffe

| conditions in inner cities, and to benefit busi-

nesses locating there. The new company will
draw on Control Data’s experience in construct-
ing and operating plants at a profit in a number
of urban poverty areas.
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| The Level Of Fear Is..Shocking! i
Thoughts On The Elections
SWB'MI mm ing and painful, I think it is for the poor and unemployed,

important to remember one
important point; all of these
black political leaders were
rejected primarily )

cal reasons, nol racial

" sons. Thus, we should not view

these setbacks as proof of an
anti-black backlash. Instead,
they reflect changing political
trends that seem to favor
conservatives over traditional
liberals.

One very important ‘black
victory-the Missouri “‘right

to' work”’, referendum-receiv-
ed scant attention from the
press, even though it was an

setback for the New
Right and its anti-labor allies.
The minority community in

two terms in the Senate, Ed -

Brooke served quietly and
unobtrusively. But even
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Brooke’s—are quite discourag-

The More Thmgs Change,

Unquestionably the aspira-
tion of Blacks and other mino-
rities are no longer a major
concern of the nation's decis-
ion makers and power brok-
ers. Minority interests are of
little importance, which is
reminiscent of another day.
Joel Ureytuss, the freelance

.. writer in San Francisco, in

writing for the January 1978
issue of Black

makes the following observa-
tion, “The new racism has

- changed its form, but net its

substance and is still old and

long deadly."* Vernon Jordan; Exe-
- cutive Director of the National

Urban League in his address
to the 1978 National meeting of

- the League, called the new

racism ‘‘the new

. and how clearly do they see

that the new monster Blacks
and others battle today is the
same old monster of yester-
day - racism. The difference is
that today it is called and

des<:ribed by others words and
by other phrases, such as
quotas, ethnics, ethnicity, re-
verse discrimination, racial
discrimination eliminated,
lower standards, crime in the
streets, law and order and
many other words and phases

whose very undergirding is

issues, such as minimum
wage, school desegregation,
uymmmhwhwc':‘rfmmﬂt': of
Detroit, will hopefully do a
job of representing
Michigan’s blacks.

In sonte respects, the elect-
ion reflected some disturbing
trends: the steady drift to the
right, the weakening concern

The More They Remain The Same

new strategy for thwarting
and subverting the full
entrance of Blacks and other
minorities into the

ures articles
these “friends’’ of yesterday,
affirmative action, human
and civil rights for all.

There musings can be heard
on radio and television in
increasing abundance and
regularity. There are other
evidences thal Dreyfuss cites

main ¢
stream of American life. Al-
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Poetry Workshop

Sixty Junior High students
participated in a poetry work-
shop sponsored the Alpha

Center called P.A.G.E. (Per-
forming Arts Guild Ensem-
ble), and the EXbony Players.

The Junior High students
listened to poetry readings
accompanied by a guitarist
« .one cdutist,

‘1 ie workshops will continue
meeling each Saturday morn-
ing from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.n... at First Baptist Church
uii Laklawn Ave. All interest-
ed Junior High Students are
invited.

in mi$ article that undertakes
the continuing existence and

= practice of racism and its
- . attendant evil in our midst. He

cites a recent survey by Lou
Harris that shows, '‘a major-
ity of Blacks feel they are

He also cites a by
Seymour Martin Lipset of San-
ford University, that states
"“Whites do not believe discri-
mination is the principal
cause of Blacks
but see Black as

stemm

moral failing of individuals.”

mmny words ummh :
as

the continuing life and vigor of

white stereotypes about

Blacks that is ages old. Given
this perspective, plus an in-
nate or acquired physical fear
- of Blacks, Whites address that

The White scholars, politic-
ians, white and blue collar
workers, poets and peasants
join forces a redist and
subvert the legitimate claims
of Blacks and others. At this
stage, all minorities have be-
come expendable, this is wiy
the percentage of significant

The significance of the venture is that it is not

to be a charitable enterprise--it's

intended to be a profit-making concern creating
jobs where they are most needed.

American business has not taken full advan-

tage of the economic opportunities offered by

inne ity nei ZNnbornooqs smwolo-

gical breakthroughs, identifying new markets
and products, and by training the neglected
human resources of urban ghettos, corporations
can revitalize the economies of the cities.

City Venture will be watched closely by the
black community to see if it follows through on
its potential for creating productive jobs, and by
the corporate community, which is bound to view
it as a test of the profitability of poverty-area
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The positive step taken by Control Data and
other backers of the new company should be

acknowledged. So too, should a different
approach be taken by Sears, Roebuck.

Sears has been faced with a problém common
to many retailers. in - economically declining

lower retail volume and financial losses. The
hard facts of business mandate that stores
cannot be carried if they lose money over a
period of years. This has meant that some Sears
stores in inner cities face closing.

But Sears didn’t do what others have done --
just walk away. In St. Louis, Sears followed its
corporate policy of seeking other uses for the
doomed store. It embarked on a joint venture
with the St. Louis Urban League to turn its
North St. Louis facility into a Community
Service Center. '

Sears financed the necessary remodeling, paid
taxes on the property, and turned the manage-
ment of the pew building over to the Urban
League. The building has been turned into a
center, housing businesses and non-profit ser-
vices and ellu&timal agencies. Community
mggti‘ng facilities are included.

Hau Sears simply moved away, the vacant
building would have been a deteriorating eye-

- sore, dragging the entire neighborhood downhill
and damaging values in a part of the
city where many black people own homes.

.
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Black owned businesses is so
pitifully small. This is why
Black housing, health care,
education and myriad of other
human civil rights and serv-
ices continue to erode,
Perhaps the greater tragedy
in this time of peace and the
expanding gale is the non-abil-
ity, because of the system, of
Blacks and other minorities to

one of God's greal treasureys,
will continue and be a los$ to
the nation and the world. 5
For now, whal can be saig is
in agreement with lhetjq of
another day, ‘Pl Ta
Change, Plus Cest La Meme
Chose" (The More Thiggs

Change, The More They Re-
main the Same).
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and rise above the storm. It is
unbelievable that thirty to
fifty million mobilized and
organized folk could fail to
protect andl advance them-
selves from any and all forces
that would destroy

poli
will be. These things
power potential and in spite of
the system it is assured that
the gathered storm of racism;
that for so long has washed
out, swallowed and destroyed




