
Hooks Appoints 

Washington 

Bureau Director 
The Executive Director of 

the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored 
People, Benjamin L. Hooks, 
has announced that Ms. 
Althea T.L. Simmons will as- 
sume the duties of Acting 
Director of the NAACP's 
Washington Bureau, effective 
January 1,1979. Ms. Simmons, 
who will succeed the retiring 

f'ashington Bureau Director 
larence Mitchell, becomes 

the first woman to serve in the 
post that is the major lobbying 
arm for the Association's leg- 
islative efforts. 

Althea Simmons is present- 
ly the Associate Director for 
Branch and Field Services, 
and is a seasoned member of 
the NAACP. She has formerlv 
served as National Director 
for Education Programs, Nat- 
ional Training Programs, Nat- 
ional Training Director, Spec- 
ial Field Representative and 
Director of the National Voter 
Registration Project. 

The 54 year old native of 
Shreveport, Louisiana is a 

graduate of Southern Univer- 
sity in Baton, Rouge, Louisi- 
ana, where she holds a degree 
in Business Education. She 
also has a master's degree in 
marketing from the Univer- 
sity of Illinois and a J.D. 
degree in law from Howard 
University. 

Clarence Mitchell, who has 
been the NAACP Washington 
Bureau Director since July 
1946, will continue with the 
Association in a consultant's 
position and as Chairman of 
the Leadership Conference on 
ulvil Rights. In addition, he 
will serve as a Distinguished 
Visiting Lecturer in political 
science at Morgan State Uni- 
versity, and will practice law 
with his son Michael in Balti- 
more, Maryland. 

Mr. Mitchell, who has been 
affectionately called the 
"God-father" of the 1964 Civil 
Rights Bill, after an initial 
career as a newspaper repor- 
ter, started his NAACP career 

as Labor Director, before as- 

suming the poet of Washington 
Bureau Director. He has serv- 

ed on various governmental 
committees, including the 
President's Fair Employment 
Practice Committee, the War 
Manpower Commission, the 
War Production Board and the 
president's Committee to Em- 
ploy the Physically Handicap- 
ped under the Truman and 
Eisenhower Administrations. 

Mr. William Penn, currently 
the NACCP Director of Per- 
sonnel, will assume the post of 
Acting Associate Director of 
Branch and Field Services, 
(effective January 1,1979). 
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