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by Hoyle H. Martin Sr.

Post Editorial Writer
The traumatic five month Arab oil
embargo in 1973-74 was characteriz-

driving speed limits, the of
thousands of gas station, of
" Today, with the ousting

y of the
Shah and the of
Ayatolhhm_)omelniu leader of

may be even more significant is that
‘“The true dimensions of the poten-
tial crisis,”” Newsweek says, ‘‘has

yet to sink in on or a public
"after years

...that we are just a dumb, poor little
country to the south.”

Paternalistic Attitude

While our paternalistic attitude as
a nation toward Mexico goes back
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many years, we don’t have to look
very far to find examples. First,
_President Carter’s election vear

commitment to a ‘“‘new era’” of
neighborly cooperation was never

- implomenﬂt_gd Instead, paternalism

continued. Angered too over the
U.S. failure to sell Mexico natural
gas has led Mexican officials to
declare that in addition to a fair

price for their oil, they want to
re-open negotiations on their pur-
_chase of natural gas and some help
with their massive social and econo-
mic problems.

Undoubtedly, Mexico was listen-
ing when Michael

tional economic order was neces-
sary. Specifically, he

suggest that OPEC .. changed the

tal equations of ogtil:omic

as as the
B T

This very brief account represents

i h ing nations is a
- major factor in our inability to buy
crude oil at a fair market proce and
| not compound our already
Ironically, many black-owned
businesses such as t?tat:ons,and
cs for

f

brotherhood sharing
technological know-how not just ex-

. ploit the of other nations
‘for our own t but fobe for
the benefit of the cooperating
_mation,

In effect, the sooner America
to show the dignity and
that is due to any and all

nal mtu.thelooqgrpur

- domestic oil crisis will begin to

resolve itself. America, let’s try to
do this, first because it’s morally

the right tning to do and seconaly 1ts
necessary that we do it.
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' Reading The Polls

Self Help .... The Sure Way
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Jobs Plentiful Or Scarce?
bym.m%w to the wind while others kept
_ Special theirs improved and profited.
Are jobs plentiful or scarce? Are jobs scarce or plentiful?
The answer lies with the Depends on what your state of
person who wants the job. mind is. Listen, the United
Will you wait for a certain job  States is receiving fifty thou-
or will you accept the first one sand people from Cuba. There
that comes your way if the are the Boat people and all of
need is great or is it necessary the other people who are
mmﬁd‘? coming to our shores and are
I'm about a young getting jobs. Are they all
man right after World War II, getting white collar jobs?
jobs were scarce and he was . Well, a news broadcast said
fresh out of college, nothing in that professional people like
his field to do , but he was ' Drs. and others were accept-
determined to have a job, so ing such jobs as janitors. I
he bought a second hand wager in a few years they will
washing machine and put it on _ _ hang out their shingles and
his parents’ back : ~ Dr. Nicholson hire their kin. What about the
everytime he'd hear of a new : rsit people who helped to till the
baby he would go by to get the for a later date. Well every soil, build the skyscrapers and
job washing the baby diapers. one saw she had guts to have rajiroads? There are those
who instead of making jobs,
they take two or three of the
_better paying jobs to keep
189 to keep up with the Chiar-
#s and the Joneses, with no
thought or care how those who
look up to them fare. they will
gladly tell them what the
— . Welfare will do for them. Not
caring that it takes their pride
of his business while he took job? If some one got the job, away. Yes I applies for food
his professignal job. It was that you think vou should have stamps. They were not worth
easy for everyone to give had, get another one. Most . yinl. i took to stand in
him the best of references times it turns out better you line; I sent them back finally.
because he l::nmliﬂﬂilnd lndlhom:iﬁmm the last time was a test case to
ve asa ambitious. A person what said,
wmé.m iwith that he never hired a person "*%7 M0 40 VR eV AIC,
people in a job that not even whndldnotldh'wﬁ'.rg’ Mdn-.hn.thmh
the mothers of the babies withasecondcallortry. That pop o014 thers were almost no
wanted. ! made him know that the refugees on welfare, almost
I am also thinking of a person wanted the job.. every one has a job and over
young lady before World War one third own their homes.
I who was out of work in  When I was a little girl 8 How did this happen I ask,
another city. mmmwumldmﬂlnth when we hear so0 many say
enough money to pay one country with his store on his they can't get a job?
month’s rent, put the lights on  back. A few years later a five: Williams, a black community
and turn the water on. She and ten cent store was opened jleader urged lowans to open
bought one case of coca cola in the city. He had proof that their hearts in the super
and fifty pounds of ice, she the ladies néeded and would markets to donate food, found
and fifty of ice and buy these gadgets. You could shelter for about ten and ran a
used a wash tub for a refrige- see stores of the people with one man taxi (sostatesa local
rator. She gave up her room mostany thing that was used. ' paper), for lowa’s newest
she was livingin and movedin Most of them owned their minority. He called it “poor
the back of the store, so one homes, be they small or large, helping the poor.” Now the
rent could do for both but when the old heads passed Governor is asking the people
the children wouldn't keep of Iowa totake fifteen hundred
If the business did not succeed the property up. Some sold it more, so now Williams is
she would have the building for little or and blew it resentful and is quitting.

‘“‘not true and totally inconsis-
tent with what we find in our
day-to-day lives as blacks and
professionals.” And still

another suggested that the
study might be used to justify

pseudo-scientific
mixed bag. Critics' who point
out that the poll may be used
to paint an overly rosy picture
of race relations seem to have
Allow me to give you
: The headline

on the New York ﬂn-_-:;

read ‘ mmm
bhmwhn‘m

i
i
.

i
;
.

H

TH

i
5

!

;
z
i

:
!

g
:
g
g
;
g

5

;
|
i

:

!
|

2
L1

;
i
;
:

i

;5.
f]

:
i

:

E
&

E

-

g
13

I
i

5?
E

:
i

|

:
a

$E3k
g

E

'?.

L

- Poll's glaswis halffall -for
~thedfaet that the glass of racial.

g Race Relauons-How Much Progrem"

Is the glass half-full or is it half-empty? That’s
the age-old dilemma of social analysts. Do you
stress the amount of progress made, or do you
stress the limited natthn;e of th:; pu;g;l?a?

These musings are inspired by a ¢ opinion
poll conducted by Louis Harris and Associated
on behalf of the National Conference of Christ-
ians and Jews. The brunt of the survey resul
are that there has been a change for the better in
the attitudes of the white majority toward black
people.

The study found that a majority of whites don’t
believe blacks are ‘“‘moving too fast.” A
majority of whites whose children are
bused to integrated schools are with the
result. The majority of whites say they don’t
mind having black . And a majority of
whites back dafﬁrmative action - without,
however, ‘‘rigid quotas.”

Some of the results regarding white attitudes
should be suggestive to policy-makers. For
example, corporations holding back on promot-
ing blacks to supervisory positions should know
that only one out of ten of the whites surveyed
objected to having a black supervisor.

Congressmen trying to sabotage court deseg-
regation decisions should take notice of the
considerable white support for school integra-
tion, at least as revealed in the Harris survey. A
handful of extremists in a handful of cities have
garnered the headlines with resistance to
desegregation, but the Poll suggests that the
white majority has accepted integrated schools
as being here to stay.

So the positive aspect of this survey lies in the
fact that it reveals significant changes in white
opinion, es that policy-makers in both the
public and private sectors must take into .
accounf. The Poll provides evidence for the
proposition that more strenuous efforts to bring
equality to black people will be accepted by the
white majority, and thus there is no excuse for
not pressing ahead with such measures.

But I can’t go éverboard on stressing that this
4 4 only teo aware of

progress-is also
half-empty. Despite the NCCJ's optimistic
conclusion that the country is not in a regressively
period of race relations and that “a period of real
progress is now imminent,” I have my doubts.

For one thing, the gap between white opinions
and white actions is still enormous. Overt
racism is out of fashion, so people may be more
likely to tell poll-takers they don’t mind having
black neighbors. But when it comes to housing
discrimination, racism is demonstrably still .
rampant.

Good thoughts do not automatically result in
good actions. Some of the people who responded
positively to the questions in the poll may act in a
discriminatory manner or may tolerate discrim-
ination by others. The _survey may depict a
progressive majority, but the facts indicate it is
at best a silent ty indifferent to backing
opinions with action. >

The survey also shows a yawning gap between
the way whites and blacks perceive issues of
concern to blacks. For example, three out of
four blacks say that without , affirmative
action won’t be implemented. Only a fourth of
whites agreed. Whites tend more than blacks to
credit major institutions like government and
business with concern for black advancement.




