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"It’s Time For The New Politics

by Hoyle H. Martin, Sr.

Post Editorial Writer
Last November’s general election
resulted in one of the lowest voter
turnouts in the nation’s history. Only
37 percent of the registered voters
nationwide went to the polls. In
North Carolina the voter turnout
was even lower, only 29 percent.
Among black Charlotteans, only half
of those eligible to vote were regis-
tered and of the 28,000 who were
registered only 11,000 actually voted
in 1978. Thus, only 20 percent of the
potential black voters in Charlotte

_voted in 1978.

With this kind of poor response to
the political process, most people
have no right to criticize the Carter
Administration for what it has or has
not done. Furthermore, the alleged
crisis of confidence President Carter
is supposedly experi is as
much, if not more, the fault of

politically apathetic voters.
While the number of black elected
- officials at the national, state and

local levels has remained about the

pointed many, yet black political
apnl::ux ti':;ln pmws Thus, as long
as apathy, disorganization
and inepiness

continue we face the

To add to that, Atlanta Mayor
llulm Jackson told a Charlotte
a last year, ‘‘Public policy

ugly, destructive head.

Pushed by a number of blacks in
the late 60s and early 70s as a form of
clﬂulraluwd:;,andnotnn-pr&
ingly supported by some whites,
Mhthh l‘.@;.pbdﬂnd‘ the drive to
use orm in
. schools is that black in
predominantly segregated urban
areas would learn
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facet of our lives. We'd better
understand that politics is serious
business.”

The hard fact is that black Char-
lotteans have shown by their usual
pattern of failing to register, or if
registered, failing to vote, that they
have not understood that ‘“‘politics is
serious business.” Failure to under-
stand this continues to be a contribu-
ting factor to poor neighborhood
public services, poorly educated
children, racism in the market place
and the emerging threat to district

these trends we must begin a plan-
ned systematic attack on black voter
apathy and offer vocal support for
voter registration and voting.

We said in this column ten months
ago, ‘“The 1980 election is upon us

must include (1) long term planning,
(2) an investment in money and time

" by blacks, (3) getting more black

business and professional people
involved in politics and (4) to create
an awareness that an improved
quality of life for black Americans

must begin and be developed by
black
Like a giant, it is past
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nout seeing the work of our real
enemy behind the scenes.
Though the Klan symbolizes
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Salt Debate Will Be Bitter

If you missed last year’s debate over . the
Panama Canal Treaties, don’t worry. The scrap
over the SALT II ent with the Russi
promises to send off at least many fireworks.

This attempt to de-escalate the arms race will
definitely escalate the rhetoric about national
security. Hopefully, the debate will be responsi-
ble and rational, but there are already signs that
SALT’s opponents will be playing on irrational
fears and fanning old Cold War hatreds.

The most striking thing about SALT II is how
limited it is. This is no disarmament pact. It
leaves both sides with enough firepower to roast
everyone on earth several times over.

What SALT does do is place some cap on
offensive nuclear weapons and place limits on
the makeup of each country’s arsenal. I won'’t

get into the details here, but in the coming
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the sickening concept of racial
hatred, the Klan has never
been, nor is it today, the real
force behind racist attitudes in
this country.

+ Times aren't good in
America today, and it doesn’t
look like this country will have
any economic booms anytime
in the near future

4+ Blacks are increasingly
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Environmentalists didn’t
stop here. They took their
fight to Detroit and told the big
auto industries that the cars
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den troubles in our angry
reaction to Klan i
But how should we react?

months the public will be subjected to a barrage
of detailed information about arcane subjects

only the experts really understand. And they

disagree among themselves!
The real e of SALT is that it
continues the of detente and strategic

arms limitations. It’s a long, arduous step by
step process, complicated by the fact that
neither side fully trusts the other.

But SALT II, if it is approved by the Senate,
will lead to further negotiations. And the result
will hopefully be a real eutback in deadly
weapons systems and in the possibility of
nuclear war.

That’s why critics of SALT II who reject it
because it doesn’t bring about immediate
disarmament are wrong. They should under-
stand their goals can only be met over a long
period of time and through limited agreements
of the SALT variety.

Stronger opposition comes from those who fear
the treaties will weaken our national security.
There is no evidence the treaty will give the
Russians an advantage over us. Most compari-
sons of the two nations’ strategic weapons
strengths show a rough parity, and if you throw
the NATO allies’ arsenals into the balance, there
is an edgguf!m' the mplyB“t it's an edge we
probably den’t need,, beca de
can other, with SKLT%&\%%#
Defense experts and military authorities have
testified that SALT II will ‘'not weaken our
security, is verifiable, and is sound. Getting into
pisomemr:tthetechnmnﬁudosn'tchange the big
cture.

Most of the discussion turns around whether
SALT should be ratified. We also ought to
consider what would happen if it is rejected by
the Senate, or if it is encumbered with restric-

géeruoluﬁmthntleadthemmback

First, the arms race would go out of control.
With SALT’s restrictions out the window, both
sides would go on a binge of strategic arms
dev ent that would just take the world
m_w’ . ?Vddlmrlty.

rivals more equally ma and conducted
m:mﬂ and
bred by SALT’s rejection

ourselves accountable for our
progress”




