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Editorials & Comments ]

Casting The First Stone?

Amid the praises heaped on
the late Senator Fred Alexander
before, during and since his
funeral, politics has been brew-
ing over his replacement in the
May 6 Democratic Primary.

A coalition of nine black organ-
izations headed by the Black
Political Caucus has been
maneuvering to get a black
stand-in candidate to complete
Alexander’s term. Furthermore,
the coalition is pushing to have
the stand-in candidate named to
fill Alexander’s place on the
November ballot if the name
‘““Alexander” can draw enough
votes in the primary to run for
one of the four senate seats.

While state law is unclear on
the question of a deceased can-
didate involving a slate of candi-
dates, as opposed to a two-person
race, the black coalition has
proceeded to endorse Rowe Mot-
ley to fill Alexander’s seat. Fur-
thermore, at the Mecklenburg
County. Democratic Party’s an-
nual convention on Saturday, a
resolution was introduced and
passed recommending Motley.
In response to these develop-
ments, the Mecklenburg-Cabar-
rus State Senatorial District
Executive Committee selected
Motley to fill Alexander’s senate
seat.

Ironically, but not to anyone’s
. surprise, Reginald Hawkins and
attorney Charles Bell made a
last-minute effort to get the
committee to delay their deci-
sion until “they could find a
better candidate.” Ironically,
too, Hawkins and Bell had the
audacity to suggest that the
black community was opposed to
Motley’s selection.

Motley’s Past?

Hawkins reportedly told the
committee, “It’s a Chappaquid-
dick for the Democrats in Meck-
lenburg. County. They can rush

- into it if they want to. It’s going
to burt the party.” In this re-
_mark Hawkins uobvimmly was
referring to Motley’s past real
estate business that ended up in
a bankruptcy court in 1976. Fur-
thermore, an FBI investigation
of allegation that Motley had
misused federal monies was
closed and he was ‘“‘cleared” of
all wrong-doing’’ in 1977.

In res
questions about Hawkins’ re-
marks, Motley said his financial
problems were a ‘‘dead issue.
I've proven myself as a leader
here in North Carolina and
Washington.” '

Hawkins’ and Bell’s contention
that the black community had
not been consulted and that ““It
was just jammed down the
throat of the black community,”
does not fit with the facts.
Obviously, no formal poll or vote
was taken to determine support
for Motley, but the endorsement

of nine black organizations re-
presenting aa;rdm lect:‘on of the
community a vote of support
by the County Democratic Pz

to newsmen’s

certainly represents community
supoort.

Questionable Past?
While Hawkins- was arguing
that he was ‘“‘compelled to speak
out against this kind of situa-
tion,”” he seems to have forgotten
his own questionable past. We
are referring, of course, to Haw-
kins’ problems with the Catawba
Presbytery which claims he was
not properly chosen to be pastor
of the H.O. Graham Metropoli-
tan Presbyterian Church. It is
also a fact that Hawkins was
accused some years ago of over
charging on dental care for
children from low income fa-
milies. With such a background,
what right does Hawkins have to
talk about a ‘‘Chappaquiddick: "’
Furthermore, as a minister,
Hawkins has obviously forgot-
ten, if he ever knew, the words of
Jesus in John 8:7 where He says,
‘““He that is without sin among
{_gu, let him first cast a stone...”
us, it would appear to us that
Hawkins needs to look his own
past before he criticizes others.
Lastly, it is past time for
so-called black leaders to stop
suggesting that they represent
the view point of the black
community. Hawkins and Bell
have demonstrated that they
don’t represent the views of
anyone but themselves.
Vote ““Alexander’’ on May 6 in
support of Rowe Motley.

Housing Situation
" There is a drama going on in
the United States today. The
dreadrama is concerned with l

ms. While many people
have realized their drams for a
better life, others remain in a
state of hopelessness because of

discrimination based on sex,
race, age, handicap, or national
origin.

One dream that most Ameri-
cans have is decent housing at
prices and rents they can afford.
For some the dream has become
a reality; for too many others it
has been a dream deferred.

Each year, the U.S. Commis-
sion on Civil Rights offers a kind
of yardstick on the nation’s
progress. The commission, in its
report to the Pre;ident and
Congress, surveyed ousing and
found a mixed picture during
1979.

The commission found that
minorities, female family heads
and other low income families

spent disproporti
amounts of their low
deteriorating and overcrowded
housing.

As prices of buying or building
single-family homes continue to
rise, more and more families
have no choice except to rent. A
family’s range of housing choic-
es torent is even further restrict-
ed by the continuation of capri-
cious discrimination by land-
m against families with chil-
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Can Prevent It... This Is What We Can Do Now.

~ As | See It

Armageddon Now?

By Gerald O. Johnson
Post Columnist

The very religious people

I know constantly talk of :
Armageddon is upon us.
They frequently parallel

the current events of today
with the writings in Reve-
lations. Moreover, they
constantly talk about the
new order where good rules
over evil,

Well, not to take these
things lightly, I looked into
it myself. I read the Book of
Revelations (Twice) and I
read other publications to
enlighten myself on this
matter, Let me be the first
to say that I've never been
80 confused in all my life.
However, 1 have formu-

never stopped me before.

I think we are, witnessing
Armageddon now. How-
ever, it is not the end of the
world scenario preached
by the religious of the
mouth, if not of the heart.

new order attempts to sup-
plant the old, it is met with

necessary to understand
how the industrial revolu-
tionary supplanted - the
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{ USSR, France, Germany
industrialized

industrial revolution. But,
worldwide as the industrial
revolution took root wars
broke out. Even in the U.S.
the Civil War was fought
_and it was not fought to free
the slaves (sorry all of you
Lincoln lovers). The wars

Civil War was a fight over

the control of this country.
Would the agricultural
85uth be dominated by the
rapidly industrializing
North. The rest is history.
‘The same type of wars
were fought in Japan,

and other
nations for the reason.

I would speculate that
religious proponents would
have concluded then that
they were witnessing Ar-
mageddon. Indeed, they

Testing Under Fire

One of the most pathetic American t?_s
is the naive faith of test results. We give
tests for almost everything under the sun,
most especially for entrance to colleges,
graduate schools, and jobs. And we, think

the results of those tests actually predict
" behavior in the real world.
So college exams are believed to predict

how students will do in school, and job tests
supposedly measure how well people will
perform on the job. )

Actually, all those tests measure is how
well people take tests. _

Framing and producing tests is a time-
consuming, expensive business, and so is
scoring them. But if a test is of the
short-answer variety, it can be scored by a
computer.

So most tests just measure how well
people take multiple-choice tests. People in
control of school admissions or hiring often
seek security in the misleading accuracy of
numerical results. And large portions of
the public confuse test scores with ‘“‘merit.”

- Tests are also a good indicator of class

d. There’s a link between high
ores on college entrance exams and high
/fnﬁiily income. Middle class kids are

~exposed to tests earlier, trained to take

them, and given expensive coaching on how
to perform well on them.

Minority youngsters or students from
poor families don’t have that background,
and tend to score lower. The result is often
to deny access to higher education to young
people who would otherwise succeed in their
careers.

Although the fallibility of tests is widely
admitted, excessive reliance is often placed

n m. Tes is a useful tool for
giscgl\lreeﬂng g,atg;g in knowledge, but it
cannot be taken as a valid predictor of
future success or be confused with some
objective standard of merit.

Some medical schools have found, for
example, that black students who do poorly
on.written exams do superior clinical work.
Minority law students who score low on law
aptitude tests are often superior in
room work and in the practice of law,

The fact is that tests serve one purpose —
to screen people out. Whatever the scarce
commodity in question - places in a school
or a valued job - the tests serve to narrow
down the applicants to the favored few.

In the process, many e from poor
families and many minorities lose out, even
though they might otherwise have done well
in the school or the job.

Once we recognize that testing is, at best,
a screening method of questionable yalue,
we can de-emphasize the reliance placed on
testing and break the link with supposed
merit.

Merit should mean good performance - in
the school or on the job. It shouldn’t be

confused with test results that wrongly
purport to predict future good performance.

The testing syndrome is one of the last
refuges of the opponents to affirmative
action. So long as the myth persists that
standardized tests accurately predict future
performance, and alternative evaluative
methods are not , minorities and
poor people will be denied opportunities.
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to escape horrible Haitian
treatment. Many who

started drowned on the
way. These refugees’ plea

refugees would face per-
secution and even death if
they are returned to their
homeland. These facts

equal treatment should be
them; which is

the fundamental principle
of our laws and national
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in advance ~by calling

3728620, ext. 350. Those
without appointments may
come at 2 p.m. and will be




