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Editorials & Comments

Mandate Needed To End Black Fears

Ronald Reagan’s presidential
victory has been hailed by some
as a mandate for change. What
form that change should take is
being heatedly debated through-
out the nation, especially by
journalists and intellectuals.
Since much of that change will
have a significant impact upon
Black Americans, an element of
the electorate that gave Reagan
few votes, and considering the
apparent conservative drift of
the new national leaders, Blacks
have expressed some fears for
the future.

Vernon Jordan, head of the
National Urban League, con-
firmed this fear when he said on
national television recently,
““There is an unusual amount of

hysteria in the Black commun-

ity.”” In an apparent atfempt to
ease the fears, Jordan also said
he would not pre-judge Presi-
dent-elect Reagan but would
wait and see who his cabinet
appointées are and the policies
they will pursue. In an unrelated
comment, but one that could also
less Black fears, was made by
Assistant Attorney General
Drew S. Days III, the federal
government’s top civil rights
enforcer. He said, ‘I don’t think
there’s going to be a total pulling
back,” from the progress we’'ve
made in civil rights by the
- Reagan administration.
. .~ Ingpité of these wild reas-
~ suring ments and the fact
“that ge hysterical won’t
~change anything, there are cir-
s cumstances that justify at least
deep concern about the future by
Black Americans. For example,
despite gains in recent years,
many middle-class Black
families need two or three in-
comes to maintain their stand-
-ard of living and they sense a
growing resurgence of racial
bias in employment. Arid Blacks,
especially lower income young
people, who are being hardest hit
by inflation, now face the pros-

pect of a lowered minimum wage'

under one proposed Reagan
plan. TR .

In addition, the unresolved
murders of Black citizens in
Atlanta and adults in Buffalo, the
freeing of the Klan-Nazi killers
in Greerisbaro, Sen. Thurmond’s
mounting attacks on the Voting
Rights Act of 1965, and the sfrong
possibility that Reagan will pack
the Supreme Court with conserv-
atives are truly reasons for
Blacks to be concerned about
their future. . ' '

Nevertheless, for..Blacks to
become
“hysteria” is and can be more
destructive than anything Pre-
sident-elect Reagan and his ad-
ministration may do through
policy formation. ; :

Mood Of Hysteria

We as Blacks need first to

understand that to embrace the:

mood of hysteria is to abandon

the idea of hope, and withiout

hope Blacks will not even gather

fed in a mood of.

ihe courage to plan with their
traditional supporters to count-
eract negative policies and pro-
grams. '

Hope should begin with the
understanding that historically
new administrations aré never
able to implement as much as
they say in their political rhe-
toric. The reason for this reality
is that the federal bureaucracy
can and does prevent some
change and secondly, the hard
reality of applied politics of
getting even many of those
who supported the candidate’s
view in a broader philosophical
sense to support action in a
policy sense. For example, many
who supported Reagan’s view on
cutting government spending
will not support (in N.C.; any
efforts to reduce tobacco price
support programs). In fact it is
the threat of such reduction that
will cause Sen. Helms to change
his thinking about cutting the
food stamp program by 40 per-
cent. These observations are
simply to say that there is hope
that Blacks don’'t face total
dispair and that they need to use
their energies to encourage and-
assist those elected officials who
support programs 'that affect
Black welfare.

Fringe Groups
Other reasons for hope are that
many conservative leaders are
beginning to develop a hard line
against the ultra-right wing con-
servative Moral Majority fringe
groups that supported Reagan’s
presidency efforts and Mr.
Reagan himself has resisted
efforts of such groups to force
him to follow their desirés. This
is evident by Mr. Reagan’s in-
dependent hand in the s -
tion about cabinet appoin ts.
A final reason for hope is that
Mr. Reagan recognizes that he
has one of the very few oppor-

tunities Republicans have had
since the 1930s to<pr or
demonstrate his party’s commit-

ment to Blacks. To fail in this
regard will be to alienate Black
support for the Republican party
for another 100 years.

- Therefore, Blacks need to help
President-elect Reagan shape
his mandate by strategically
offering him the challenge to
adequately respond to the needs
of Blacks to demonstrate a Re-
publican party worthy of Black
support. This can be done and
now is the time to do it. ;

Thus, Blacks neéd to be plan-
ning now a strategy to challenge
Mr. Reagan to show why they
and other minoritiés should sup-
port his party now and in the
future. Nixon and Ford didn’t do
it, he must, or continue to loose
elections because of ignoring a
major part of the electorate.

The bottom line is this: any
mandate for change to end Black

-fears and to continue the pro-

gress Blacks have made must
begin with Blacks. :
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NAACP Suffers Setback

The Mississippi Supreme
Court has dealt the Nation-
al Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored Peo-
ple another staggering
blow in the 14-year struggle
to resolve the Port Gibson
case,

In a 31-page opinion, the
Mississippi  Court
found the NAACP liable for
conspiring to organize and
support an illegal boycott
against twelve merchants
in Port Gibson, Mississippi.
Their opinion was based on
the Common Law of Miss-
issippi.

Charles Carter, Asso-
ciate General Counsel for
the NAACP, expressed
utter disappointment with
the court's adverse deci-
sion, and stated’ “‘the As-
sociation will appeal ' di-
rectly to the U.S. Supreme
Court. We are certain that
the court’s ruling on liabi-
lity would not hold up when
compared with the hard,
solid facts of the case. We
cannot accept the high
court’s decision on liability
and will persist in our
defense against these
charges in order to circum-

~vent the potentially damag-

ing effect of these findings
on our civil rights activities
in the future.”

The State Supreme Court
also found the $1.2 million
damage judgment render-
ed by the Court
excessive and remanded it
to the lower court for fur-
ther proceedings.

The Mississippi Supreme
Court did, however, dis-
miss the case against
Mississippi Action for Pro-
gress, the Poverty Head
Start Program in Mississ-
ippi and thirty-seven indi-
vidual defendants cited in
the original lawsuit.

The original suit grew
out of a 1966 in-
volving Black citizens who
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were protesting racial dis-
crimination in Claiborne
County, Mississippi. The
Port Gibson merchants in

1969 sued the National and’

local NAACP, the Mississ-
ippi Action for Progress
and 129 private citizens,
clajming in their lawsuit
that the leaders of the
boycott copspired to create
an illegal monopoly for
Black businesses. The
Chancery Court of Hinds
County ruled in favor of the
white merchants three
years later.

NAACP Executive Direc-
tor Benjamin L. Hooks,
said he was “‘both sadden-

not only for ourselves but

piece of evidence confirm-
ing the growing conserv-

ative attitudes permeating
this country with respect to
the rights of Blacks and
other minorities. The Ku
Klux Klan can shoot citi-
zens in the streets and the
courts find them not guilty;
Black women in Chattanoo-
ga, Tenn., can be shot and
maimed and the courts set
the perpetrators free; and
an insurance executive in
Miami can be beaten to
death by city police of-

- ficials and the courts find

them not guilty--yet Black
citizens in Mississippi are
brought before the bar and
made to pay an even great-
er price than any of these

defendants did in attempt- °

ing mayhem.”

ESC Recovers
$114.111.83 In

Overpayments
RALEIGH - The North

Car-tllnn Employment Se-
curity Commission Ffe-:

covered $114,111.83 in un‘
emplgoyment insurance
overpadyments during No-
vember according to fi-
gures released by the com-
mission’s anti-fraud unit.

The unit investigated 164 -

‘persons who have claimed

A claimant "'must be
proven to have ngly
made a false statement on
a claim for resulting over-
payments to be classified
as fraud cases.
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Must Act Now To Avoid Racial Warfare?

Openr Season On Gvil Righss?

The lame-duck Congress passed an
amendment to an appropriations bill ban-
ning Justice Department participation in
busing suits, signaling an open hunting
season on civil rights laws. _

Not that this particular amendment is so
novel; other restrictions have made it
through the Congress in the past. But this
one would effectively take the executive
branch out of the business of remedying
wnconstitutional school segregation. -

It would even bar the Justice Départment
from enforcing court busing orders, some-
thing the courts will probably Tind un:
constitutional. Congress’ attempt to hand-
cuff busing is a direct interference with the
executive branch’s sworn duty to enforce
the laws of the land. =~ L g -

Ironically, it came at a time that yet
another study was published documenting
husing’s beneficial effects. Researchex> at
(Qatholic University’s Center for National
Policy Review found that busing programs
in metropolitan areas encouraged housing. :
desegregation. ' "=
" They noticed a decline in residential
sgregation patterns in cities with area-
wide desegregation . and concluded that
further integration of housing would ulti-
mately mean busing could be dis¢ontinued
since the schools: would be integrated

- without it. e i '

The researchers found that when only the
_center city was subjected to busing orders,
“white flight” to the suburbs was en-
courage. But when the entire metro area
was  subject to desegregation, reluctant
whites could not flee and the pattern was
reversed. et

‘The lésson has been clear all along that
husing and other, more often used means of
desegregating schools, work when local
authorities and citizens’ groups pitch in to
make it work. The lopg-term meaning of
Oongress’ action is that communities resist-
ng desegregation can ‘expect to be re- |
varded, while those who comply with the -
hw will have to struggle through on their

But busing is only one of the civil rights
measures threatened. Pressure is building
in Congress to undercut federal affirmative
action enforcement. Senator Strom Thur-
morid, the 1948 Dixiecrat candidate for®
President and now slated to be the new
(hairman of thé Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, has said he wants fo scuttle the

3 \hﬂting Rights Act. : .

Legal aid for the poor is high on the
(bngressional’ hit list, too. Threats have
been made to cut off all féderal aid to cities
hat have rent control laws. And several
(bngressmen are having their staffs work
Up constitutional amendments that would
bury’ busing, “affirmative action, abortion,
separation of church and stafe, and other
rights and programs we too often tske tor
granted. S, .

Someétimes, as in busing, the attackers
claim to speak for the majority. But they
reveal a fundamental flaw in their argu-
ment — the essence of a democracy is
protection of minority rights, nét the un-
bridled trampling of those rights by an
intolerant majority. : *
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