
Minority Business Ventures 

Monsanto Signs Agreement 
With North Carolina Mutual 

ST. LOUIS As part of a 

program to support minor 
ity business ventures. Mon- 
santo Company has signed 
an agreement in which 
North Carolina Mutual In- 
surance Company becomes 
the reinsurer for a $61 
million portion of Monsan- 
to's domestic life insurance 
coverage North Carolina 
Mutual is the largest 
minority-owned insurance 
company in the nation 

“North Carolina Mutual 
is a good example of minor- 
ity potential to profit in the 

«*ee enterprise system,” 
viotes William S. McEwen, 
Director, Equal Opportun- 
ity Affairs at Monsanto. 

Under the agreement, 
North Carolina Mutual In- 
surance Company, working 
through Metropolitan Life 
Insurance Company, be- 
comes the reinsurer for 
this significant portion of 
Monsanto s aomestic hie 
insurance coverage, effect- 
ive January 1. North Caro- 
lina Mutual, which has 
been in existence 81 years, 
is one of only two minority 
insurance companies with 
an "A" rating from Bests 
Insurance Reports 

According to McEwen. 
“This is only one facet of 
Monsanto's expanding 
commitment to minority 
economic development 
The company's formal 
commitment to minority 
enterprise began in 1978 
with a minority purchasing 

William S. McEwan (left). Director, Equal Opportun- 
ity Affairs at Monsanto Company, and Edward J 
Halfacre, Director, Group Sales for North Carolina 
Mutual Insurance Company, review a new contract. 
Under the agreement, North Carolina Mutual, the 
nation s largest minority-owned insurance company, becomes the reinsurer for a $61 million portion of 
Monsanto s domestic life insurance coverage. 

program and has expanded 
to a minority economic 
development program at 
all company locations. 

This year, Monsanto ex- 

pects to exceed $27 million 
in purchases from minority 
vendors as well as deposits 
of $41 million in minority- 
owned banks Currently 
minority firms have con- 

tracts for construction. 

transportation, advertis- 
ing. food service, account 
ing and legal services. 

In ltf7fi. Monsanto spon- 
sored the first chemical 
industry conference on 

minority purchasing at its 
world headquarters in St. 
I-ouis. The company has 
since assisted 17 I S. firms 
in developing their own 

minority- purchasing pro- 
grams. 

Independence Implements 
New Reading, Math Labs 

In the past few years 
Independence High School 
has implemented new 

Reading and Math Labs, 
and this year hopes to 

improve their Science Lab. 
Contrary to popular be- 

lief, the money for these 
improvements didn’t come 

from the School Board. The 
Labs are a result of fund 
raising efforts by parents, 
students and teachers in 
the Independence High 
School PTSA. 

According to H. L Hawk- 
ins, Principal of North 
Carolina's largest high 
school, “school appropria- 
tions cover only our very 
basic needs. Each year I 
have a list of projects that 
willjmprove the quality of 
edudition we can offer. The 
PTSA selects a project and 
runs with it.” 

Mrs. Joan Shaw, PTSA 
President, believes that 
parent, student, and teach- 
er involvement makes im- 
provements more mean- 

ingful “It is healthy for 
parents to have more input 
in their children’s school 

This year the PTSA is 

“Sweeping in the New 
Year" with a unique fund 
raising effort. The group is 
arranging chimney sweep- 
ing appointments: “People 
are using their fireplaces 
and woodstoves more fre- 
quently and are often not 
aware that heir dirty chim- 
ney is creating a serious 

fire hazard. The news- 

papers were full of chim 
ney fire stories over the 
holidays. Hopefully we car 

open some eyes, provide a 

valuable service and raise 
money, too,” says Connie 
Laney, project chairman. 
The PTSA is using profes 
sional chimney sweeps who 

aware that their dirty 
chimney is creating a 

serious fire hazard. The 
newspapers were full of 
chimney fire stories over 

the holidays. Hopefully we 

can open some eyes, pro- 
vide a valuable service and 

Cut Green* 

Tear, rather than cut 

greens, when making a toss 

salaf 

A subscription 
to 

The Charlotte Post 
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of community 

neus 

Call 376 0496 

raise money, too, says 
Connie Laney, project 
chairman. The PTSA is 
using professional chimney 
sweeps W’ho w-ork in top 

hats and tails. 
For information contact 

Connie Laney at 545-916;! or 
Vickie Watts 545-6420, 9 
a m. to 9 p.m. 

Delano Raekard Awakens Energy As Did Dr. Khm 
ny l eresa Burns 
Post Staff Writer 

Each time Delano R 
Rackard approaches a po- 
dium and recites a Martin 
Luther King speech, he is, 
of course, paying tribute to 
a great man But there is 
something else Rackard 
does somehow he 
awakens the same.energy 
that Rev. Dr King could 
And instantly you find 
yourself listening 

Rackard, a 32 year-old 
Employee Relations Re- 
presentative for the North 

.Carolina State Department 
of Transportation, is pre- 
sently living in Charlotte 
For the last three years he 
has spoken in North Caro- 
lina churches Children's 
Chapel United Church of 
Christ in Graham, Mount 
Pilgrim Baptist Church in 
Lenoir and East Stonewall 
AME Zion Church in 
Charlotte, are a few of 
I-- 

them He was also featured 
at the unveiling of King's 
statue in Marshall Park 
H«k recited excerpts from 
King s "Remaining Awake 
Through A Great Revolu- 
tion " 

Each time ne speaks the 
audience is amazed at his 
poise and presence Once, 
after speaking at Johnson 

,C. Smith University. Rack- 
ard received a four count 
standing ovation The tech- 
nique is not a matter of 
extensive practice "It's 
more in terms of smoothing 
it out," Rackard explained 

“I practice all the time 
in the shower driving 
down the highway. I me- 

morize the entire speech, 
but I do use notes for 
reference " 

So tar Rackard has pur 
chased five of King's al- 
bums “I listen to him and I 
try to correct the pronun- 

Delano Rackard 
Dynamic speaker 

ciation of certain words 1 
try to follow King's style as 

near to perfection as I can 
-- I try to basically do as 

Ring w ould do it 
As Rackard listens to 

King s records he writes 
the words down long hand 
Calvine Ross, Vivian Ne- 
vins and Betty Beattv then 

Ivpe the speeches tor him. 
"They are a big help to 
me, Kackard remarked 

Kackard has perfected 
his technique He recently 
received offers to 
speak in New York and 
Washington during King's 
birthday this year In New 
York he will deliver The 
Drum Major Instinct, 
which is considered to be 
King s desired eulogy, and 
excerpts from "I Have A 
Dream." 

He will then travel to 

Washington. D C to parti 
cipate in Howard I’nivers 
itv's celebration in honor of 
Rev Dr King 

Kackard admits that his 
talent and concentration 
was something he just 
picked up "I used to imi- 
tate ministers on the way to 
church a number of years 
ago It was something 1 just 
picked up And then one 

day my friend Ranee Jack 

son neard me and inspired 
me to do it before an 

audience. He spent a lot of 
time convincing me and 
helping me 

Another important ven 
ture Kackard has recently 
embarked upon concerns 
the public television sta- 
tion WTVI TV. C hannel -12 
During Black History Week 
he will deliver excerpts 
from Drum Major In 
stinct" on air 

With this abundance of 
talent one w onders if Back 
ard is ready to preach or 
teach I have thought ol 
becoming a minister." 
Kackard admitted "I have 
inclinations toward min- 

istry and it is weighing 
heavily Kight now I'fri 
trying to make that 
decision 

Subscribe to the Charlotte 
Post Your support helps 

Q. Why is First Citizens Banks 
CHECK with INTEREST the 
best 51/4% NOW Account in 
North Carolina? 

A. Convenience! We offer you more off ices, where 
you can cash checks and get full service banking, than 
any other bank or savings and loan in North Carolina. 

CHECK with I NTEREST is a new ty|x* of checking 
account that lets you earn 5* \°k daily'compounded in- 
terest. the highest rate paid by any federally insured 
bank or savings and loan. You can write checks at no 

charge if you keep a minimum balance of $500. You 
may apply for a First Citizens Checkline Reserve- 
Account to maintain your required balance or to pro 
tect against overdrafts. Visit your nearby First 
Citizens office for complete details about CHECK 

with INI KHKST 51 41 N’t )\\ \m >unt( 111'K with 
INTKHKST lets yon earn tnone.v while you're writinit 
chirks. And thut s pretts hard to heat. At First 
Citizens. North t'arolina's most convenient hank 

CHECKS INTEREST 
FIRST CITIZENS. THE CAN DO BANK. 

(Should your balance fall U*lou Sftoodunnu a month, there s a >j <x) maintenance .harm* 
plus 1ft cents per check/item paid on individual accounts 

In our Dress Dept. 

income1 
TAX SERVICE 

bv H*R BLOCK 

SAVE 20% 
On Misses Beautiful 

Maternity Wear! 

Colorful Tops 

060 
Regular $12 each 
Colorful tops are patterned with pleated tops 
with deft fashion touches from stand-up col- 
lars to bows. Machine washable in short or 

long sleeve versions. Misses sizes. 

Classic Pants 

Regular $10 
Pull-on pants in stretch polyester gabardine 
are machine washable. Set-in back waistband 
and stretch nylon front panel for a comfor- 
table fit. Misses sizes. 

B^R Sale ends Saturday 

Semi-Annual Intimate Apparel 

w \ 1 

Sale ends 
Jan. If 

SALE! 

30% t. 37% ( 
OFF! I 

A. 30% OFF! Lace | 
Cross-Over Bra t 

419 
Regular $6 ^Eearh 
Of lacy Dacron* polyester 
for comfortable fit In sizes 
34 to 42, B, C. 

B. 30% OFF! Very 
Impressive Panties 

049 
Regular $5 O pkg. 
Of sleek, satin finish 
Antron* II Pkg of 3 
M Extra-Sizes_4.19 pkg. 

i 

SAVE ON THESE 
L'nderfashions 

and More! 

C. *8 Full Slip 3 59 
$S Half Slip 3 79 

f). $9 Natural Fit II 
brief.5.59 

E. *17 Cuff Top 
Panty.11.90 

-A F. *4.50 Cross and 

Shape Bra.3.15 

SAVE 12 %! 
Men’s 

Thermal 
Underwear! 

Shirt 
or Drawer 
Keg. $:! !*!• rut h 

At these great prices 
keep warm this winter 
with Thermal underwear 

L ofKodel' polyester and 
\ cotton. Circular knit, long 

1 sleeve shirt and ankle 
-r-length—drawer- i*.r 
J warmth Sizes S-XI. 

i 
| Ask about Sears 

Credit Plans 

30% 
OFF! 

Men’s Sweater 
Clearance 

Choose from a 

variety of styles! 
• Pullover "V" neek 
• Pullover crew neek 
• Cardigans 
• Sleeveless styles 
• Fashion eollar placket 

Limited Quantiles 

Shirt Value! 
Mens 

Flannel Shirts 

Sears QQ 
Low 

I Price 

Choose from our assort- 
ment of all cotton and 
polyester flannel shirts 
In mens sizes Buy 
several at this low 
price' 

SHOP YOUR NEAREST 
SEARS RETAIL STORE 
NC Greensboro. Winston Salem 

Raleigh. Durham. Fayetteville 
Wilmington. Burlington Goldsboro 
High Point Jacksonville 
Rocky Mount 

VA Danville 

Q ̂  0 rc Where America shops 
OCdi o for Value 

»I«M ROIIIM K AND TO 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Hack 

Southpark 
4400 Shoron Rd. 

364-7550 

Eastland Mall 
5471 Central Ave. 

568-9100 


