
Editorials & Comments 
Homeowners! lip -The Elusive Dream! 
A. jnonth aga the Charlotte 

Board of Realtors reportecTttrat— 
less than nine percent of the 
potential first-time homeowners 
in Charlotte-Mecklenburg can 

afford to purchase a new home. 
The Board’s year-end residential 
unit sales figures placed the 
average 1980 cost of a house at 
$61, 104. Board president David 
A. Reule reportedly said “cur- 
rent prices force most home- 
buyers out of the market.” 

This week the Board said the 
average cost of a single family 
house in January 1981 had 
climbed to $66,037 up nearly 
$5,000 over the year-end average 
of 1980. 

Reports of this nature remind 
us all too well that the American 
sense of entitlement to a new 
home has now become the elu- 
sive dream, a dream that a 

growing number of families may 
never realize. 

Even with the variety of inno- 
vative financing plans by 
savings and loan associations 
and commercial banks, people 
who want, or more significantly 
need homes, cannot get them. 
The proble, is particularly hard 
on black people when it is noted 
that market rate housing is 
primarily in response to the 
income of white Americans. 

More important is the fact that 
btactrpeeple earned 61 percent of 
that of whites in 1970 and that~ 
percentage has fallen to only 57 
percent in 1980. 

Black people’s housing pro- 
blems are difficult enough with 
massive inflation and high 
interest rates. Yet, they have to 
also cope with a 14 percent 
unemployment rate which 
means it is a struggle just to 
keep a rental unit roof over their 
heads. 

Here in Charlotte blacks make 
up 28.7 percent (89,201) of the 
total population and occupy 28.8 
percent (33,788) of the house- 
holds. However, of the 16,000 
households in need of housing 
assistance in the city, 44.7 per- 
cent of those households are 
black citizens. Thus, as we get 
concerned generally about the 
housing problem, let us not 
forget that locally a substantial 
number of black citizens are on 
the edge of an on-going housing 
crisis. 

The only way to deal effective- 
ly with such a crisis is to get 
involved with programs such as 

FOCUS to find out what the 
problems are and to work 
through the political process 
economic system to seek 
solutions. 

New York Symbolizes Hope 
New York, the nation’s largest 

city, saved from bankruptcy six 
years ago by a combination of 
federal aid and painful belt- 
tightening, may finish the cur- 
rent fiscal year with a surplus in 
its treasury. 

The Federal Bureau of Labor 
Statistics has announced that 
New York may finish fiscal year 
1981 with a surplus of $200 
million. This would indicate that 
the “Big Apple,” as New York 
City is often called, will have 
fared better than the nation as a 
whole. 

New York’s mayor Edward 
Koch claims the city’s economic 
upswing arose from the theatre 
industry boom on Broadway, 
Wall Street’s record trading and 
the burst of foreign tourism. 
Furthermore, revenues from 
stock transfers and more person- 
al income and corporate tax 
revenues also played a part in 
the city’s revival. 

Not to be overlooked should 
also be the rebirth of Brooklyn, 
one of New York City’s five 
boroughs with 2.2 million inhab- 
itants. It began with the big push 
now under way to restore the 
once-vibrant shopping areas like 
(downtown Fulton Street and 
Flatbush Avenue. The rebirth 
has resulted in the creation of 
thousands of new jobs. 

"New people are coming to 
Brooklyn,” said on borough of- 
ficial. European immigrants are 

-moving into neighborhoods in 
transition and revitalizing the 
commercial and housing sectors. 

This has also revitalized another 
of Brooklyn’s characteristics, 
that is, a melting pot of a 

multinational, multiracial, inte- 
grated population. This includes 
about 400,000 undocumented 
aliens and thousands of legal 
immigrants Greeks, Italians 
and Chinese to name a few 
who arrived since the early 
1970s. 

In addition to the thousands of 
blacks and Spanish-speaking re- 
sidents, Brooklyn has also at- 
tracted many wealthy Manhat- 
tanites, another borough, who 
have become weary of high rents 
and small apartments. Ironical- 
ly, too, these more well-to-do 
whites are even buying homes in 
formerly all-black impoverished 
neighborhoods such as Fort 
Green (site of a large public, 
housing project) and Bedford- 
Stuyvesant. 

What is encouraging afcout-aH- 
this is that there are some in the 
nation’s capitol who have said 
the nation should abandon the 
metropolitan cities of the north- 
east as hopeless an concentrate 
on other areas of the nation. 

Maybe its too early to make a 

judgement about what is really 
happening in New York City._ 
However, it’s worth taking a look 
at as others may learn a lesson in 
survival and the role of to- 
getherness racial, national and 
cultural, in making it work. This 
is what America is all about. 
Let’s adopt New York City as a 

symbol of hope. 

BLACK 

Wrosy 

"A RACE IS LIKE A MAN-UNTIL 
IT USES ITS OWN TALENTS, 
TAKES PRIDE IN ITS OWN HISTORY. 
AND LOVES ITS OWN MEMORIES 
IT CAN NEVER FULFILL ITSELF 
COMPLETELYm 

^ JOHN W. VANKRCOOK 

Letters To The Editor 

A Slap In The Face! 
Dear Editor: 

It has always been said 
that children are far more 

crueler to one another than 
adults are to one another. 
Witness the ending to the 
444 days of captivity of our 
52 American hostages. The 
action of the Iranians re- 
fute this belief. To delay 
the transfer of the host- 
ages until after President 
Carter was no longer pre- 
sident was perhaps the 
crudest blow of all-- the 
last of many slaps in the 
face to be dealt to James 
Earl Carter by his 
enemies. The sound rever- 

berated like a "shot heard 
around the world.” 

We have been deluged by 
the media of all that trans- 
pired on that fateful, great 
day January 20, 1981. We 
saw a former President of 
the United States return to 
his home in Plains, Ga. and 
announce with only one 
break in his voice, the 
release of the hostages 
hours after it has been 
officially announced by the 
new President of the 
United States, Ronald Wil- 
son Reagan. 

One can only imagine the 
fierce stress and tension 
President Carter was ope- 
rating under as he left 
office, knowing all the facts 
but bound not to make 
them public until after the 
hostages RafTIeft Iiauian — 

air space. 
For his careful and un- 

relenting pa tiencein. X)Y£T-_ 
seeing the hostage negoti- 
ations, the former Presi- 
dent was bestowed the pri- 
vilege of greeting the re- 

turning hostages as citizen 
Carter. Thanks to the 40th 
President of the United 
States, who nobly an- 
nounced he was designat- 
ing the out going President 
as a special envoy just 

..hours before his own 
swearing-in ceremony. 

This magnanimous ges- 
ture made by President 
Reagan and accepted so 
jubilantly by citizen Carter 
could easily be construed 
as another slap in the face 
or as the magnificent ges- 
ture it portends to be. 

While James Earl Carter 

will certainly take his place 
in the history books as one 
of the most patient, con- 

cerned, religious, and God- 
fearing Presidents of the 
United States, he like the 
lackluster pro fighter 
‘‘lacked the killer punch.” 

Unfortunately, the gen- 
tleman in Mr. Carter could 
not be subjugated by the 
politician in Mr. Carter. 
Was that good or bad? Only 
history will tell. 

It is rather ironic that 
while the nation was deeply 
concerned about the safety 
of 52 U.S. citizens, one of 
the first official acts per- 
formed by President Rea- 
gan after his swearing-in 
was to sign into law a 

freeze on goverment 
hiring. My God. does that 
bring back memories. I can 
remember over 28 years 
ago sitting at home and 
waiting for the letter that 
would send me to Wash- 
ington, D.C. to work in the 
Treasury Department. It 
was Inauguration Day 1953 
Dwight D. Eisenhower fur- 
loughed 15,000 government 
workers. One month later 
he furloughed another 15,-- 
000 workers. I never did get 
that letter. 

Very truly yours, 
Jacquelyn C. Moore 

National Editor 
National Editor 

National Alliance of Postal 
and Federal Employees 

Understanding The 

History Of Blacks 
Dear Sir:__ 

All Americans can be 
proud of the accomplish- 
ments and goals of the 
Association for the Study of 
Afro-American Life and 
History. Knowledge of our 
past is one of our most 
treasured possessions, for 

only with an accurate, pic- 
ture of where we have been 
can we see where we must 
go. 

The observance of Afro- 
~AmeTTcan IBIaCk) His,fury 
Month serves to focus na- 
tional attention on an en- 

-deavor.xtf -awareness that 
should follow us throughout 
the year. Understanding 
the history of black Ameri- 
cans is a key to understand- 
ing -the strength of our 
nation. Their struggles, 
achievements and perse- 
verance help us understand 
the moral fiber of America 
and our commitment to 
freedom, equality and 
justice. 

This month’s theme of 
“Black History: Role 
Model For Youth” goes to 
the very heart of our best 
hope for the future of our 
nation. We will hand to the 
youth of this nation the 
responsibility of preserv- 
ing our heritage for future 
generations. The minds be- 

ing shaped today in class- 
rooms -areund-the-cnnntrv 
must be fully enriched. The 
achievements and courage 
of individuals provide an 

inspiring example of the 
essence of the American 
spirit. 

I urge all Americans, 
particularly those in our 

schools and civic groups, to 
study our history and in- 
corporate in their activities 
projects to help us all un- 

derstand those individuals 
-who plivpri <;n grpflt a part 
in our development. We 
must ensure that the gains 
of the past are not lost in 
‘flie'Tuttrrr.antHir-s© doing— 
we can look to tomorrow 
with confidence. 

Ronald Reagan 
President of the U.S. 

AMERICA IS SICK 

Dear Editor: 
The Lord has spoken to 

me, the verse below and 
told me to put it in the 
papers. Will you please 
publish it in your paper. 
Many thanks for your help 
in advance. 

God said America is sick, 
God said America needs to 
go to the emergency room 
and have heart surgery. 

Stated by Minister 
Benkie McKinney 

sBv Gerald C. Horne, ESQS 

Affirmative 
Action 

Rarari, The Struggle Continues 
It has become fashionable in certain 

circles to frown upon the mention of the 
wordracism.” The underlying idea is that 
the mere use of this term is 4nflammatory 
and constitutes some form of “baiting.” 
One who charges racism is frequently told 
that he-she is “paranoid” or “too sensi- 
tive.” As is readily apparent, it is easy to 
understand why the thief would yell “Stop 
Thief” and try to deflect attention from his 
misdeeds. And in an era when a right-wing 
celluloid cowboy can become president, 
raising the cry of racism will not be 
universally popular. _ ^ 

Yet it would take a peculiar ostric*with 
head buried quite deep in the sand to ignore 
the disproportionate number of blacks on 
death row or the higher infant mortality 
rates or lower life expectancy or higher 
rates of unemployment in the black 
community. Are the voluminous statistics, 
reports, studies, etc. detailing the parlous 
nature of the black condition merely acci- 
dental or coincidental? Or are more sinister 
forces and elements--e.g., racists and 
racism--at play? Yes, history is not con- 

spiracy but there decidedly ARE con- 

spiracies in history and it would be naive to 
ignore the fact that it is in the economic 
interest of some to, for example, pay blacks 
at a lower wage rate than whites. 

All this serves as a backdrop to an 
examination of the question of blacks and 
prisons, for this lamentable situation serves 
as a microcosm for the entire community. 

For here are “dumped” the blacks that 
the economy cannot absorb in an era when 
robots and computers are rapidly replacing 
human beings. It is accidental that there 
are more blacks in California prisons than 
colleges or that in the large prisons from 
Soledad to Attica there is a disproportionate 
number of people of color? This volatile 
bundle of contraditions recently came to a 
boil in Marion, 111., where the longest work 
stoppage by inmates in the history of the 
federal prison system recently came to a 

screeching halt. 

The strike began last September when 
inmates refused to report to job assign- 
ments in the prison print shop and fUeniture 
factory^-It is^jirtUBllv astonishing that 
inmates working in prison industry earn~ 
wages ranging from 43 cents to 94 cents^n 
hour. 

Some might argue that this in only a just 
way of inmates “repaying their debt to 
society” but when one considers not only the 
fact that many of the inmates -- especially 
the black ones are incarcerated prin- 
cipally because they couldn’t afford a 
lawyer and are most likely innocent b^ that 
in an era of unemployment a “reserve army 
of laboF7~worEmjT~for pcunuts piesents a 
grave threat to all those who work for a 

ibllDiL. 11 should be obvious that it makes 
sense from an employer’s point of view to 
seek employees at 50 cents an hour rather 
than $4.50 or $9.50 an hour; hence, this is a 
material, objective force propelling so 
many to prison. 

It was this recognition that fueled the 
bitter struggle at the turn of the century to 
abolish the notorious "convict-lease” 
system which allowed inmates to work in 
the mines, on the farms, etc. and drove the 
labor movement to virtual starvation. 

Apartheid South Africa, whose history is 
so similar to that of the United States, also 
offers instructive parallels. Blacks there 
must carry a “passbook,” i.e., an ID card at 
all times and the slightest violation leads 
straight to prison. •* 
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I From (Aipitol fjill 

Black Caucus Communicates Strong Pr lion To Reagan 
Alfrrda L. Madison 
Special To The Post 

President Reagan, wiU 
the hope of fertilizing Um 
ground for planting his eco 
nomic program has beei 
meeting with various 
groups, among these was 
the Congressional Blacl 
Caucus. The Caucus met a 
this particular time at Um 
request of the President 
Fourteen of the member 
met with Mr. Reagan, 
while four did not attend. 
Among the Caucus' absent- 
ees was Representative 
i/ouis Stokes who had death 
in his family,_ 

Representative Ronald 
Dellums said that he is with 

l_the Black Caucus in the 
objectives making the 
administration aware of 
Tfie needs of the poor and 
minorities. However, he 
felt that there was no real 
specific...reasons to talk 
about at this time, since ffie 
President had not present- 
ed his economic policies A 
later meeting would be 
more effective 

Congressman HSTOltf 
Washington of Chicago 
stated that his commit- 
ment to Caucus Chairman 

Alfreds L. Madison 

Fauntroy, of his full sup- 
port of the Black Caucus 
ideas was adequate. So he 
decided that he could and 
should boycofl the Reagan 
Caucus meeting as a sym- 
bolic gesture of the Pre- 
sidents. anti-JUack and 
anti-poor concerns. Mr. 
Washington feels that the 
President should abandon 
his anti-employment eco- 
nomic programs and make 
full employment » top 
priority, take steps to ease 
extra inflation burden, 
which falls on low income 
people, especially in 
energy- He should preserve 
and expand economical 
programs; food stamps, 
social security and unem- 

i 

ployment insurance and re- 

affirm a strong commit- 
ment to affirmative action. 

Representative Augustus 
JJavage of Chicago gave 
veryHsTFflng 'specific rea 
sons why he refused to 
attend the Reagan's Cau- 
cus meeting. He stated that 
the Administration's pro- 
nouncements thus far have 
been anti-black, anti-peo- 
ple, anti-worker and anti- 
prosperity. Mr. Savage 
feels that public relations 
posturing will only cloud 
DiacK s general disagree- 
ment and hamper the 
development of specific 
agreements He says that 
black members of congress 
should develop specific 
proposals and programs 
and communicate those to 
tlieir constituents m such a 

manner as to mobilize 
mass support, without 
which Reagan will not 
move 

—Representative Faunt- 
roy. Chairman oi the Con'-'" 
gressional Black Caucus, 
stated that in the meeting 
the Caucus members pre- 
sented the case of twenty- 
six million black Afnerl* 
cans and millions of other 
Americans who have been 

hardest hit by economic 
woes of the nation and who 
have the highest stake in 
the proposed policies and 
implementation of them 

-TVr informml thr Presi- 
dent that full employment 
and balanced growth will 
always be their highest 
priority; that they are 
gravely concerned that the 
federal budget is not ba- 
lanced on the backs of the 

poor. The Caucus told Mr. 
Keagan that defense spend- 
ing is the most inflationary 
of all federal government 
spending. These congress 
persons strongly empha 
sized the need for affirm- 
ative action which increas- 
es black participation in all 
areas of American life. 
Representative William 
Gray said thaf tobacco 
subsidies are also inflation- 
ary. -- 

President Reagan pro- 
mised to meet with the 
f'ancns- again- in-.-abouL.a 
month, and that black con- 
gress members who are on 
committees relative to 
Cabinet Departments, will 
meet with Cabinet beads on 
issues as they affect minor 
ities and the poor 

• 

m w 

The first of these meet- 
ings will be with Mr. Stock- 

men of OMB. The mem- 
bers meeting with him are: 
Representatives Julian 
Dixon. William Gray, _ 

Parren Mitchell and Louis 
Stokes -- all but Parren 
Mitchell are members of 
the Appropriations Com- 
mittee and Mr. Mitchell is 
Chairman of Small Busi- 

ness Committee 
There will also be meet- 

ings in the very near future 
with other Cabinet Secre- 
taries by various Caucus 
members. It was strongly 
^pressed to the Brooidont 
that the Congressional 
Black Caucus intends to be 
deeply involved in all 
issues affecting the nation, 
uttering the cause of 
minorities and the poor 

Pistol Is Not The Answer 
Continued From page 1. 
Fifth Amendment. 

"The Ku Klux Klan in 
Greensboro are not put 
under surveillance because 
it would violate their civil 
rights when they are known 

~to carry weapons.!! she 
chanted. 

Her attempts to contact 

people were peaceful, Mrs. 

McKoy said. 

An item Mi'S: MrKoy-bao-- 
included with some of the 
letters was a copy of a 

"Reader's Digest" article 
“Why Crooked Lawyers Go 
Freer TJstng the N.Y. 
State Bar Grievance Com- 

mittee for the investiga- 
tion, numerous cases were 

cited in which serious com- 
plaints theft of client 
funds, neglect of cases, 
excessive fees and incom- 
petence were dismissed 
without any investigation 

Mrs McKoy now hopes 
to raise public awareness 
that corrupt lawyers do 
exist, even in Charlotte 


