
Is He Guilty Or Innocent? 

Why Is Wilbur Hobby On Trial? 
By Pat Bryant 

Special To The Post 
Wilbur Hobby, former 

president of the NC AFL- 
CIO, a federation of labor 
organizatons, is soon to 
stand trial on charges that 
he defrauded the CETA 
program through contracts 
ne negotiated with state 
government. The contracts 
were to train women and 
black workers as computer 
keypunch operators and 
offset printers. The pro- 
cess started when the 
Raleigh News and Observ- 
er published 96 articles 
about Hobby's contracts, 
not charging criminal acts, 
but questioning his pro- 
priety and insinuating his 
guilt. Hobby then became 
the target of the N.C. Con- 
gressional Club, Jesse 
Helms' political action 
group. During the last 
general election the Con- 
gressional Club whipped 
Hobby through attacks for 
unsuccessful gubernatorial 
candidate I. Beverly Lake 
and successful senatorial 
candidate John East. The 
Congressional Club also fi- 
nanced television commer- 
cials across the state which 
charged Wilbur Hobby with 
pocketing the taxpayers’ 
CETA funds. 

The following North 
Carolinians are active in 
the state's political life. 
They were asked, “Why is 
Wilbur Hobby on trial?” Is 
he guilty or innocent?" 

Carrie Graves, director 
of the Southern Organizing 
Committee's (SOC) N.C. 
Project on Military Spend- 
ing Vs. Human Needs, is a 

Charlotte poor people’s ad- 
vocatowho believes Hobby 
is trial because of his con- 

cern for women, blacks and 
the poor: 

..“Wilbur Hobby is really 
on trial because he made it 
possible for minorities, es- 

pecially women, to become 
more a part of the econo- 

mic clout in our state. He 
has helped women enter 
non-traditional jobs such as 
heavy equipment, engin- 
eering, etc. When you begin 
to do just a little bit too 
much good for those in 
peed in our state, you are 
bound to be under attack. I 
don’t think that he has done 
anything that folks in the 

■ political system have not 
;done for hundreds of years. 
■I think it’s a political move 
•against labor, and against 
'women.” 
'. Leonard Dunstun is pre- 
sident of the N.C. Associa- 
tion of Black Social Work- 
ers, an affiliate of the Na- 
tional Association of Black 

.Social Workers. He, too, 
'thinks Hobby is under po- 
-litical attack: 
I “1 am not familiar with 
'the charges against Hobby, 
but knowing as I do how 
individuals are opposed to 

.the right to organize in this 
state, I am very skeptical 

labout the extent to which 
;he’s guilty or that anyone 
with his background would 
be guilty. 1 think that the 
forces who are adamantly 
opposed to any effort to 
unionize exploited workers 

twill continue to trump up 
fcharges to try to silence 

people like him.” 
Jennifer Henderson is 

executive director of the 
North Carolina Hunger 
Coalition, Fayetteville. She 
also believes Hobby is inno- 
cent of the charges and that 
his “crime” is social 
activism: 

• “Wilbur Hobby is guilty 
*of being a labor organizer 

in the 80s in the rural South. 
That’s what I think his 
crime is. It’s as simple as 
that. I think that given the 
right set of circumstances, 
we all could be indicted for 
our social activism. He’s 
being indicted for his try- 
ing to creatively use feder- 
al money to help black 
folks and poor folks. All of 
us share a part of that 
indictment 

I>r. Early Thorpe is pro- 
fessor of history at North 
Carolina Central Univers- 
ity and national president 
of the Association for the 
Study off Afro-Ainerican 
Life and History. He also 
believes that the charges 
against Hobby are politic- 
ally motivated: 

"He is on trial, funda- 
mentally, because he is a 
liberal white in the racist 
South, in racist America. 
Wilbur has identified with 
poor people, oppressed peo- 
ple. exploited people, those 
who are the most up 
against the wall. He's tried 
to help them That is his 
fundamental sin in the eyes 
of those who are able to 
bring charges and make 
them stick even when they 
shouldn’t. CETA work 

through the nation has been 
under attack by Jesse 
Helms, the right wing and 
the whole conservative 
crowd. That is a part of the 
general attack on poor 
people." 

Mrs. Virginia Newell is 
chairperson of the Mathe- 
matics and Computer De- 
partment of Winston-Salem 
State University and is a 

Winston-Salem Aider- 
woman. She is not sure of 
Hobby's guilt or innocence: 

"I really don't know whe- 
ther he is guilty or inno- 
cent. All I know is what I’ve 
read in the papers. You 
don't know that what the 

papers say isthe truth. One 

version that I have heard is 
when the feds send money 
down you’re already late 
getting it, and then you 
have got to get into opera- 
tion or you loose all of it." 

(Gordon Dilluhunt. a post- 
al worker, is an organizer 
of the Black United Front 
in Kaleigh. He, too, thinks 
Hobby is innocent and the 
victim of political attacks: 

“He is innocent. I have 
had access to all of the 
legal papers, but just from 
what is generally available 
it is clear that this is an 

attempt to discredit Wilbur 
and perhaps put him in jail 
for a while with the aim of 
beating organized labor to 

the ground so that it cannot 
rise up. This is an import- 
ant time for the enemy to 
do that because the condi- 
tions are calling for more 

activity. The black com- 

munity is coming to life 
again. So here is the op- 
portunity to squash that in 
the bud. 

..Header reaction to the 
opinions expressed in this 
column are encouraged. 
Please indicate your will-' 
ingness to have your views 
published. They should be 
sent to Pat Bryant, editor. 
Southern Exposure Maga- 
zine, .P. O. Box S31, Dur- 
ham, N.C. 27702. 

A&T Alumni 
The Queen City Chapter 

of AlcT State University 
Alumni Association will 
meet Friday, December 4, 
1961 at 8 p.m. in Parlor C of 
the Executive Inn. 

All interested alumni are 
asked to attend. 

NCCU Alumni 
The regular monthly 

meeting of the North Caro- 
lina Central Alumni Asso- 
ciation will be held Wed- 
nesday, December 9, at 7 
p.m. at the Belmont Re- 
gional Center, located at 
700 Park wood Ave. All 
alumni are encouraged to 
attend. 

TO THE POST! 

Regular Dry Cleaning 
EVERYDAY... NO COUPON NECESSARY 

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 
EXAMPLES OF DISCOUNTED PRICES 

Pants •l00 • Plain Skirts *1°° • Dresses *200 
Shirts (Dry Cleaning) *100 • 3pc. Suits *2** 

■■ ■ ^ 

Hi View Dry Cleaning 
1518 Beatties Ford Rd. (only) 

l393-5700_Hours: 8-6, Tues.-Sat. 
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Bf%B»** ** QUALITY CONTROLLED 
_ __ 9 CHUB PAK OR STORE MADE 

nest O' |i --Ground Beef 
^ Srf Krogar Sav-on promiaaa to pay you Triple tha Difference in S3 
• ... S caah it you can go your normal weektyfood ahopping tor laaa =; k 

B W CopyrlgKf 1H1 S at any othar auparmartiat In town Krogar Savon can mat a ;sj ^^B ^^^B ■ S ml* promlaa bacauaa are hava thouaanda ot loar Coat Cottar §3 H ^^B ^B^K naaarraa S pncaa throughout our atoraa Juat purchaaa not laaa than» § H ^^_^B 
SB nor mora than so llama' totalling t20 or mora at Krogar Sav S 
S on. (deluding llama prohibitad by laar and maat Itamai Com §5 ANY 

_ BSMJhMQ pncaa With any othar auparmartiat In loan II tha S3 q,,I 
^ total amount tor tha Idantical llama la laaa at any othar aupar k.-"“J ■ ■- ——— 

llgm* and Prlcaa S w town mu waaa. wa ll Tripia tha omaranoa m caah. g r PKQ. 
Effective Wad Dac 2 S B',nfl ,ow K'09,r an'on "Slater tape plut tha othar atora a § 
thru Sat Oac.5, 198' » prlcaa to your Krogar Sav on atore Saa lor youraall who really S, --- 

BS haa loo prlcaa fS 1^^ 

^QOWOQQQQOOWOQWOOOQQQOQWOOQ^xioOOOOOOWQOQOOOQOiX^^ 
ADVERTISED ITEM 

POLICY 
Each of these advertised 
■terns is required to be 
readily available for sale m 
each Kroger Sav on. except 
as specifically noted in this 
ad If we do run out of an 
Mem we will offer you your 
choice of a comparable item 
when available, reflecting 
the same savings or a rain- 
check which will entitle you 
to purchase the advertised 
item at the advertised price 
within 30 days. ! 

_A Whole Lot More 
Than Just One Store 
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LSI ms DSLI DO IT! 
FRESH BAKEO FRENCH MJO YELLOW OR WHITE »A1S 
Hard Rolls • • • • Dol ■8 American Cheese^ *Z79 

0 Mink Difference 1 

1 n77 Pump ■ ■ 
^_M 

=i ANTI PERSPIRANT 

1000 STRANDS 0% * 4 
Icicles.Or,, I 

(> 
GRAND AWARD BOXED 

Christmas Candle 

3133 fc 

I ARTIFICIAL SCOTCH PINE | 
I Christmas Tree 1 

moo NORTH STAR (jaa 
Tma Stand 

▼ 

(KROGER 
HOMOGENIZED 

Whole Milk | COST I 
cutter/ 

« 

“37—3T 

RED BAND PLAIN 
OR SELF-RISING 

I COST 

Flour r,Ei 
, KROGER GRADE A' 

Large Eggs 

f ^*4 

--, 4 

SMALL EARLY » 4 £ BLUE BONNET 

Le Sueur Peas 4 I Margarine_&49c 
5"006" _ ASSORTED VARIETY AA. 
Ground Coffee iTl Totino’s Plzza s ^ 99c 
5"°®*" C S«fl AVONDALE (J7Q 
Gelatin.OSS *1 French Fries .. ttr17# 
r-—• 

KLEENEX BOUTIQUE 

Bath Tissue 

p 

COST 
[CUTTER 

TV 

KROGER 1 
Old Fashion 1 
Bread I 

RATH BLACK HAWK 
HICKORY 8MOKED 

Canned Ham 

i®7®® Can ■ SLICED FREE 

g* ... % § U S D.A. CHOICE "HEAVY" ■ 
1 WESTERN BEEF BONELESS I 
I TOP ROUND STEAK I 

I London Broil I , 

SERVE N' SAVE A A * 
Wieners .... Kgf 88° 
BULK PACKAGED 
COUNTRY STYLE B.B 9 B 

Sliced Bacon.. .Lb*V* 

OLDE VILLAGE 
REGULAR OR ROUSH 0^ 0 ■ 

Smoked Sausage^ 
* Is 

ALL VARIETIES 
SERVE N‘ SAVE SUCED 0^ « • 

Luncheon Meats u» 1 

r-> FRESH FROZEN 
3-5 LB. AVQ. WOT. 

Spare Ribs 

98* 
DISCOVER THE KROGER SAV-ON GARDEN " 

Where Service Comes First! 


