
ATTORNEY VERNON RUSSELL 
—With kiu firm partner, Sharif Abdulah 

Reputable Black Law Firm 
Transcends Color Barriers 

By Melvin Walton 
Special To The Post 

When attorneys Sharif 
Abdulah, 31, and Vernon 
Russell, 26, arrive inside 
their Concord law building 
in the early mornings, they 
roll up the blinds to let the 
sun in on the office plants, 
and a 10 to 12 hour work 
day wherein they will see 
client after client, and 

handle case after case hecins 
As the only black at- 

torneys in the city of Con- 
cord, they have, in the 
eight months of their part- 
nership, built a reputable 
law firm that transcends 
the color barrier. 

‘‘Prospective clients ring 
the telephone off the hook,” 
says Russell, a bachelor 
and UNC Law School grad- 
uate. “I sometimes get as 

many phone calls at home 
as I do in the office.” 

“We are building the 
kind of practice that other 
lawyers in this community 
can’t approach, irregard- 
less of race,” adds Abdu- 
lah, a family man and 
graduate of Boston Uni- 
versity School of Law. 

The young attorneys 
agree that the reputation 
and success of their law 
practice is the result of one- 

underlying factor. “There 
is an element of trust in our 

practice,” admits Russell. 
“A lot of our Black clients 
seem to have a distrust for 
white attorneys. For many 
Blacks the white practices 
seem to carry the conno- 
tation of theivery.” 

"The blacks here want 
honesty. And what better 
place for them to find 
trust,” says Russell, sitting 
at his executive office 
desk only a few miles from 
the Concord side streets 
where he grew up, “than 
here.” 

Russell is seen by his 
fellow Concordians as “the 
good ol’ home boy who has 
gone away and done well.” 
The only difference, he 
says, is that unlike many, 
he came back home. 

“Black people who invest 
in youth, usually find them 
going away and benefiting 
someone else,” Russell 
says. “Usually the power 
structure.” 

“I wanted to do some- 
thing for my own com- 
munity where I was given a 
start.” 

And while the law part- 
nership of Abdulah and 
Russell has made its mark 
in the Black community, 
they find it no mystery that 
many whites seek their 
legal services as well. 

“This is the other set of 

Cablevision Is Collecting Toys 
Cablevision of Charlotte, 

in cooperation with the 
Christmas Bureau, is col- 
lecting toys for needy child- 
ren during the holiday sea- 
son. In exchange for a 
donated toy worth $5 or 

more, Cablevision is offer- 
ing a free installation of 
Cablevision service to 
those contributors who re- 
side in the service area. 
New toys are preferred, 
but toys in good working 
condition will be accepted. 

Toys can be delivered to 
the Cablevision of Char- 
lotte office at 6407 Idlewild 
Rd., or can be picked up by 
Cablevision at the time of 
installation. Persons in- 
terested in contributing a 

toy for Christmas are 
asked to call Cablevision, 
568-5370, for information. 

All toys collected by 

Cablevision will be present- 
ed to the Christinas Bureau 
on Tuesday, December 21. 

Registration Set For 

Sacred Heart College, 
Belmont, announces regis- 
tration for the January 
semester of both its day 
college and Adult Degree 
programs. 

For the day college, re- 
gistration and advisement 
will be held Monday, Jan- 
uary 17 in McCarthy Li- 
brary from 9 a.m. 3 p.m. 
Day classes begin Tues- 
day, January 18. 

For the Adult Degree 
Program registration will 
be Thursday, January 13 in 
McCarthy Library from 6-8 
p.m. Adult Degree classes 
begin Monday, January 17. 

factors that made us want 
to set up practice here,” 
says Abdulah. “The whites 
here had no lawyers with a 

different set of viewpoints 
and practices. They were 

looking for someone who 
was not a part of that good 
ol’ boy network, and who 
were not afraid to take 
cases because they eat 
lunch with Joe Blow.” 

“But we don’t have any 
sacred cows and people we 
feel that we can’t sue,” he 
says. 

And there is a track 
record to prove it, includ- 
ing a recent settlement 
victory in a suit filed 
against the local Concord 
sheriff’s department. 

“It’s interesting," smiles 
Abdulah, “how the white 
power structure views us.” 

“I remember," he re- 

calls, “when we were 
setting up the practice how 
a white attorney ap- 
proached us and said, 
‘Yeah, why don’t you just 
set yourself up a store front 
office down there in the 
Black Logan community 
and represent them 
clients?’ He is surprised 
that we did more than 
that.” 

The two attorneys met 
and became friends while 
working with Legal Aid 
Services in Concord. It was 
this work experience, they 
say, that made them more 
sensitive to the legal needs 
of the different segments of 
the community. 

“But with the cutbacks 
and threats from the Rea- 
gan Administration,” says 
Russell, “we were not com- 
fortable with the outlook 
and survival of these 
agencies.” 

So with Abdulah’s sug- 
gestion and initiation, the 
two joined forces and 
opened a private law prac- 
tice that is noted for its 
highly technological equip- 
ment, as well as the com- 
petence of its attorneys. 

"Our commitment of 
providing top quality legal 
services to the people has 
not changed," stresses 
Abdulah. “It’s just that our 
battle ground has 
changed.” 

intage clothing 
is elegant 

and affordable 
Fine quality vintage clothing 

is a better buy for your money. 
Workmanship and materials 
are superior, prices are lower, 
and the vintage look is in vogue 
today. 

We specialize in ladies’ 
clothing from the I920’s up to 

today. Choose from our large 
selection of dresses, suits, casual 
wear, hats, shoes, j«s»elry, ac- 

cessories and much more. 

^AlsoseeTurTarg^eiectlont | 
of fine quality vintage furs inli 
mink, fox, etc. I 

1 ..111 *1 
123 East 5th Street 333-7927 

(across from Beik) 
Bank cards accepted 

Monday Saturday 10 a.m. 4:30 p.m. 

THE VINTAGE GlRl 

In Prestigious Contest 

Mss Moore Captures Second Rimncrdjp Potation 
By Loretta Manago 

Post Staff Writer 
Parades came equipped 

with beautiful young girls 
riding floats. In this year’s 
Thanksgiving parade, one 
of those young ladies was 

Cynthia Moore, reigning 
Harding High School 
Queen. 

The first Black to com- 
pete in the Carrousel Prin- 
cess pageant, Miss Moore 
was the second runner-up 
in the prestigious contest. 

Conducted like a regular 
pageant Miss Moore was 

judged on beauty, poise 
and talent, along with a 

luncheon presentation and 
an interview that was 

critiqued by five panelists. 
Although the competition 

was stiff, before the night 
was over, Miss Moore 
emerged a winner, walking 
away with a $600 scholar- 
ship. 

Miss Moore’s ascension 
to the Carrousel Princess 
Competition was directly 
influenced by her position 
as “Miss Harding." She 
has demonstrated that she 
possesses true leadership _ 

ability through the organ- 
izations and clubs of which 
she is a member. 

A senior at Harding, Miss 
Moore is the president of 
the Executive Council, 
vice-president of the Sci- 
ence Club, parliamen- 
tarian of Future Business 
Leaders of America, a 

Keylight, member of the 

Recycling 
Defrays Xmas 

Expenses 
The festive holiday sea- 

son is upon us. Help de- 
fray Christmas expenses 
and ring in the new year by 
recycling aluminum. 

Save the many alumi- 
num items found around 
the home during the holi- 
day season and receive 
cash for them every Tues- 
day through Saturday 
(except December 24 

January 4 due to holiday) 
from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
and 1-4:30 p.m. at the 
Coliseum Shopping Center, 
3700 East Independence 
Blvd., gnd at the Reynolds 
Aluminum Recycling Ser- 
vice Center, 1501 West In- 
dependence Blvd. 

Reynolds Aluminum Re- 
cycling Company pays the 
public 25 cents per pound 
for all-aluminum beverage 
cans and foil items. They 
also pay cents per pound 
for miscellaneous alumi- 
num items and 10 cents per 
pound for cast items. 

Aluminum castings in- 
clude pots and pans, power 
lawn mower housings and 
barbecue grills also are 

purchased and recycled by 
Reynolds. 

HOW TO 

SUBSCRIBE 

TO THE 

POST? 

JUST 

COMPLETE 

THE 

COUPON 

BELOW 

AND 

MAIL TO: 

CHARLOTTE 

POST 

P.O. BOX 

30144 

376-0496 

-One Year |IS.M 
• Month* lt.lt 

-Two years $2* 00 

-Payment enclosed 

Name- 
Address- 
City- 
State-ZIP- 

Cynthia Moore 
...Runner-up 

Spanish Club, an Ivey's 
Teen Board member, a 

cheerleader (from ninth 
through llth grades) mem- 
ber of the Debate Team. 
She has attended several 
student council work''1" 

Aside from being so in- 
volved in school activities 
Miss Moore also manages 
to maintain a B average 
and is a member of the 
Honor Society. Last year 
during "Student Apprecia- 
tion Day” at Harding she 
was selected to be honor- 
ary "Mayor of Charlotte" 
and this year (1982-83) Miss 
Moore is a Delta Sigma 
Theta Debutante. 

When not so studious 
Miss Moore enjoys meeting 

people, traveling, modeling 
and communications. 

Almost over the hurdle of 
high school Miss Moore is 
concerned with thoughts of 
college and careers.s. 
Having applied for a four- 
year Milliken Scholarship 
at Converse College in 
Spartanburg, S.C., Miss 
Moore has included UNC- 
Greensboro on her list of 
possible colleges to attend 
as well. 

It is her aspiration to 

study law and do graduate 
work at UNC-CH. A career 
in communications is Miss 
Moore’s alternate choice of 
college study. 

At New Zion Baptist 
Church where Miss Moore 
is a member, she is a 
member of the Youth De- 
partment. She works as 

secretary for her father’s 
business, W. W. Moore 
Grading Company. 

"The daughter of Woodrow 
Wilson and Barbara Ellen 

Moore, Miss Moore has one 
brother, Reginald. 

For one person who has 
accomplished so much 
Miss Moore recognizes that 
it all has been due to 
friends, teachers and pa- 
rents. 

Ten years passed 
(1972-1982) before Harding 
High chose another Black 
queen to represent them. 
For those who know 
Cynthia Moore it was cer- 
tainly worth the wait 

J. AT , 
*76e *l/<xycie 

^ ★ Specializing In Tailormade 
Lingerie 

in an array of styles & colors designed by Jean Anderson Owner 
Services Include: Professional Alteration of Ladies’ & Men’s 
wear and the construction of new garments (customer to 
provide pattern & material). 

Come By And Save 
Located Inside Hair Original Beauty Center 

2020 N. Graham Center Hutchison Shopping Center 
Alterations and Ready-Made Items Done 

^___ By Jean Anderson & Geraldine Mavhew 18 

Prices Good Through Sot., Dec. 11th, 1982 

None Sold To Dealers 
WE ACCEPT FEDERAL FOOD STAMPS 

FULL CUT 
BONELESS 

ROUND 
STEAK 

$188 
LB. ■ 

U.S. GRADE "A" ^ 

MIXED 
FRYER 
PARTS 

1. L8. 39* , 

fT, ■ MAXWELL HOUSF 1 

INSTANT 

MAYONNAISE 

U.S. NO. 1 ALL PURPOSE 1 

POTATOES 
I 10 LB. 

I POLY BAG 

: 99* 

„ 2-LITER 1 
NO RETURN BOTTLE 

9.C. 
COLA 
OR DIET RITE 

COLA. 

99* 
A 

I 
CLIP & REDEEM 

THESE VALUABLE BIG STAR 

COUPONS 
SAVWGSL 

i--PILLSBURY 
ALL PURPOSE _ 

—-—'OR self-rising ON- 
FLOW! 

Limit 1 w-Coupon 
[and Add. $7.50 Order. 

1 Per Family. Expires' 
i. 12-11J862. 

BIG STAR 
U.S. GRADE "A" 

LARGE EGGS 
I DOZEN 

* Limit 1 w Coupon and Add. *7.50 Order. 
1 Per Family. Expiree 12-11, i«2. 

M1 ASSORTED FLAVORS ' 

H rl RESTA 

\ ICICRIAM 
■ ’/a GALLON C 
I CARTON i_- 
| Limit l w coupon and Add. *7 30 Order 

I Per Family. Expires 12-11, IW2. 

1050 N. Graham Outlet Square • Southpark -4101 Park Rd. 


