EDITORIALS & COMMENTS
Hersche Walker Made Right Decision

Athletes, especially football -
players, have been stere
for years as being muscular
Jocks with limited intelligence
and unfit to be productive fol-
lowing their collegiate or pro-
fessional playing careers. \

Maybe once in a decade a
football player comes along who
shatters that stereotype. There
is now one who graduated from
high school as Valédictorian of
his class the same year he led his
teammates to hisstate’s football
championship and the state
track championship and the
state tracktitiées. In the latter
case, he earned 34% of the
~ school’s 35 poinits to win the
" 100-yard dash and shet put.

life. His coach said, ‘“The kid is
as close to perfect as I've seén,”’
as a student and an athlete,
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Georgie for

rs to come is

mega-douarsﬁame millions. For

Herschel Walker it has meant an
opportunity to use his God-given
talents and a imeger $5,000 a year
scholarship under strict NCAA
rules. Yet, one broken bone, one
twisted kneée, or one séparated
shoulder could have rendered
Walker handicapped, destroying
his career and marketability.

For all of these reasons we find
it hard to understand the co-
lumns ‘of stupid copy written by
sports writers across the country
criticizing Walker, his agent and
the U.S. Football League for his
having signed a multi-million
dollar contract to play profeés-
Sional football. We are equally
concerned with the attitude of
football coaches and athletic
administrators who now plan to
present USFL coaches and
officials from visiting their éol-
lege campuses.

Personal Worth

In addition, we are totally
opposed to the NCAA rules and
its general with
the NFL to not recruit non-

. Seniors. Such riules-and policies

wiu surely be overruled when
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I have nothing but prais-
es for all those people
involved in the establish-

ment of a Charlotte Chap-
. ter Southern  Christian
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- The hard times of the

Congfa_tulaﬁons'

bitter Reagan years raise
the hard question, ‘‘What

went wrong
the

60s7"

for Blacks in
riod after the brief
of progress in the

—-Maulana Karenga
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leadership and its
i.::thmuda

Pres the Congress
and the courts) to side with
blacks in demands for
equality m-‘mﬁ,
crowl B Bodk sad S0t
affirmative

i
ki
i

5
§
E

;
i

1

!
i

Thank you,
Nell Curtis

very often in the media. -

The Charlette Post also
provides news on the black
community that is not
found in any other media
outlet in the city. This is a
valuable service to the
black community that
would go lacking without
The Charlotte Post.

-.On behalf of Johnson C. -

Smith University and the
black community in gener-
al, I'd like to say thank you
and wish you ' continued
success.

- leaders, Case in point: the

- difference between

"lmlme"::tl“mm::."
Alliance, he  says, a
long-term
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“has this affectéed the citizens?
; the literacy rdte. There are
millions of people who cannot read or write
their name nor for that fact recognize it.
Illiteracy has reached epidernic propor

tions in the United States. Approximately
eight million adults are considered function-
al illiterates: mq ‘they cannot read or
write but do hold productive ‘jobs and
function ‘within* the éommunity. These
peoplé haye structured their lives in such a
way that their illiteracy will not be re-
cognized. However there is a noticeable
discornfort and annoyance when the person
is confronted with a reading  situation.
Oftentimes the knowledge of a functional
illiterate member of a family is kept a
secret--causing each meémber to feel

| ashamed and protective of the individual

Functionally ' illiteracy .among the
“‘semior’ members of the society occurred
under different circamstances. Many times
the pefsons involved had to leave school at
an early age or were not able to attend

. School at all. Because of the need for therh

to work. In some cases theré were no

schools in the rural communities and if it

did exist, many miles had to bemed
_ in

learning to subside. :

On the flip ‘side- of the cain, the
““junior” illiterate “society members are
that way for an entirely’ different set of

- back and forth—causing * the in

culprits focusing around
pushing students through school and-or
giving the, the privilege or power to quit
school at the ageof16. * = ° - -
The idea of pushing pupils nc‘:

his lack”of ability to rnaster thes
workload - teachers aré trained to see this.




