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It's here again, the annual
sports ritual and roundball finale
with household names as well-
known as thé NCAA and NIT
Basketball Tournaments.

As basketball, and even non-
basketball buffs alike waited
impatiently to hear what big
time colleges and universities
would earn or bé selected for
berths in these grandest of all
collegiate sports extravaganzas,
we witness many favorite sons
receiving a temporary set-back
as they become victims in their
fespective post-season basket-
ball conference tourriaments.

Branded as upset victims were
such roundball powers as Vir-
ginia, North Carolina, Missouri,
Syracuse, Kentucky, Maryland -
to name just a few - but alas, to
avoid losing such ‘‘glamour”’
universities and their talent-
laden teams to arch rival NIT,
the NCAA rules allow these non-
conference winners to gain tour-
nament berths based on the
season long record in spite of a
one-time late season loss. -

 The roundball finales are a
time of year when men and
women of all ages join college
students and set aside - at least
temiporarily - their cares and
concérns with the world abouit
them and join in the hodpla and
Joy of basketball with its **joy of
victory and the agony of defeat.”
- It is a time when we throw

reason to the wind, engage in

hero-worship, ard let our

- emotions float with every roll,
the cowhide covered, air-tight
object a team possession called a

4t is atime not to expect, but to
drama-

' one .ﬁﬁni-'."ﬁm-“ova‘ Wake
Forest University and then, on
- “write a story-

finish-as  they-

. defeated top 10 and ACC arch
tivals North Carolina and Vir-
ginia to win the ACC Tourna-
ment {6 gain an automatic NCAA
Tournament spot.

It is a time for even non-
Wolfpack fans to applaud and
congratulate coa¢h Jim Valvano

Pay For Play?

As the somewhat ridiculous
emotion and reactign to Herschel
Walker’s decision to play foot-
ball for thé New Jersey Generals
for pay as opposed to the Univer-
sity of Georgia fof one more year
without pay, subsides and gets
lost in the seasonal post-sedason
basketball tournaments, William
Raspberry reminds us of an
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for leading his team to a con-
ferencé championship that has
eluded N.C. State for eight years
and has brought them from the
shadows of Virginia and North
Carolina as a team of déstiny in
its own right. ' '
The NCAA and NIT grand
finales are a time too, but least
this year for ACC supporters and
North, Carolinians in particular,
to be proud that Michael Jordan,
Sam Perkins and Ralph Samp-
son were selected as UPI All-
American team members. We
can be equally proud that
Sampson, Virginia’s 7'4’’ center,
has been selected for the third
consecutive year as the “‘ACC
Basketball Player of the Year”
by the Atlantic Coast Sports
Writers Association. '
These young men are just a
few of our herces for the mo-
ment. Joining these God-given
talented youth are others we will
include in our hero-worshipping
such  as N.C. State’s Sidney
Lowe, Virginia’s Othel Wilson,

- Wake Forest’s Anthony Teachey .

and Georgetown’s Pat Ewing.
Yet, as some collegiaté teams

‘ fall in the agony of defeat, and
-we move toward the NCAA

“Final Four,”” ouf heroes begin
to fade into the dust and the real
world of study and grade, work
or the struggle to find work,
worry or apathy over "nuclear
war, inflation and a host of other
day-to-day concerns reappear as
the joy or ‘task of living and
surviving returns to center
stage. ‘ ‘ :

In all of this, let us hope and
pray for the physical safety and
emotional well-being of ‘the -

American youth who make these

sports spectaculars called the
NCAA and NIT Tournaments
possible. Let ch: pray, bg'pﬁ ttg;t
p!am, coa i mw »
fans, university administrators
and others keep in perspective
what this often called sports
mania is all about. It's about, or

. should be in the final analysis,

paring-of ‘youth for survival in

the real world.” -

Let us hope that the game of
real. life will be as sweet for
many of these youths in later
years as it is ‘or will be
these days of excitement and
tournament play. '

increasingly important issue.
That issué, clear and simple, is’
the suggestion, as stated in
proposed legislation in the State
of Nebraska, that big-time
college athletes be paid for their
services to the univérsities
where they “work” as basketball
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- . School Board decided not to ot hen ~ made :

is a positive step toward a
permanent shorter work-
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being made at a time when
black r
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every $100 that whites

By Honorable Gus Savage earned for !
Member of Congress —Life. uj::m for.
Special To The Post black people in 1979 was
As mm“t:“ ml 68.3 years o 74.4 years for
o g whites; high unemploy-
: ment and poverty tended to

H
=
i
]
i
.
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It seems ironic that such

20 percent. Il-on S learn

U &mw remember in 1984
“was not a good year, and _.,-e
of course, no year is, to be More and adults
black and poor in arecontinuing educa
America.” Sy tion  through on
The report went to Central Piedmont Com
point out th mhﬂu munity College: will offer
black people live below the courses on WTVI,
ty line, compared with

one
B 16 SRS Tre ses
ml ﬂ Retage oo II*lin

League said, “We

E
385¢

'
’i
jir

:
it
i

§

4 'H E

i
i5F




