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EDITORIALS & COMMENTS

Materialism - Is It God?

**Honor the Lord with thy sub-
stance, and with the first fruits of
all thine increase,’ says the Bible
in Proverbs 3:9. Somie so-called
preachers of the electronic or
television ministry, have inter-
preted, or more accurately, pro-
stituted this verse to mean that
they should *‘layeth up treasures
for (themJself...”” but ignore the
latter part of this verse  from
Luke 12:21 which says a person
Wwith such treasures *'...is not
rich toward God.” N

It appears to us that three
recent news reports about cler-
gymen who claim to have
brought millions of people to
Jesus Christ have themselves
Stepped away from Christ be-
cause of a blinding quest for
increased wealth and riches for
themselves on this earth.

Quite evidently we are refer-
ring to recent réports that Jim
Bakker, Oral Roberts and

.. Robert Schuller, three of the
~ major télevision ministry per-
sonalities have each allegéd act-
ed as ‘‘...the ungodly,” who
prosper "in the world; (and)
-.increase in riches.”’ (Ps. 73:12).

Jim Bakker’s PTL ministry re--
~ ;~portedly spent $440,000 recently

[ &

~on an oceanfront condominium
.- inFlorida and on new PTL studio

. dréssing" rooims for ‘Jifn and his _
. wife, Tammy, that are
with' gold-pla

. : plated plumbing fix-
. tures, Irénically, the decision to
-make " this éxpenditure in

October, 1982, was at a time

when PTL was claiming it was in
- serious “financial crisis” and
.. had laid-off nearly 100 of its

= employées. Ironicaily, t0o, is the
“fact that a personal aid of &J;l.n ;

.. Bakker’s was supervising ‘th
«.purchases and decorations while
was’ ¢laiming hé' had

)
)

_"'ﬂﬂedllidboardnottotllyﬂfe

:

~v,

..."--

;'cotndq and the board reportedly
* claiming it approved a condo
i purchase but had no knowledge

= rAnat Jifo Ba
may need to re-read that part
2 Kings 12:13 which says,
“‘Howbeit there were not made
- -for the house of the Lord bow!s of
silver...vessels of gold... But they
gave that to the workmen.” -

7

ordained minister, reportedly

said he has received a persorial .

ramessage from God to solicit to’

. pledge of $240, or $20 per month

person for one year to en-
him to complete building his
7 ot Tower of Faith because
: has picked mié (Roberts) to
. find'a cure for cancer.”

= We sincerely hope God has-
“Seft such a message to Oral
. Roberts, or anyone else, if it will

ot
e

w.result in finding a solution to the
- _-dreaded disease of cancer. How-

- apparent money-hungry

i

ever, we have to wonder why if
Rev. Roberts is cértain of God's
message he does not sSolicit
financial assistance from some.
of the research foundations as
opposed to, as one person claims,
‘soliciting help from retired

ple on fixed incomes. ;

The book of Genesis (11:3)

notes *'...let us build us a city and
a tower'...to reach unto heaven.”
An the scripture adds God was
not pleased with man’s plan. We
think Oral Roberts should renéw
his understanding of why God
opposed the building of such a
tower before further soliciting in
thé name of God’s work. '
_ Lastly, thé Rev. Dr. Robert
Schuller, pastor of the Garden
Grove (Calif.) Crystal “Cathe-
dral, an $18 million glass ¢hurch
has reportedly been charging
people $12 and $17 for tickets to
attend concerts in the church.

Reach Unto Heaven

California tax officials claim
that since the church is being
used for a variety of profit-

making enterprises, it must pay -

about $200,000 annually in taxes.

Again, we look to the Bible as a
basis for questioning the wisdom
or lack of it, behind Dr. Schull-
er’s use of his churech for com-
mercial purpose when he al-
ready has a relatively wealthy

10,000 member tide-nﬁyi’ng con- |

gregation and a prosperous te-
levision evangelist ministry.

Matthew 21:12 says, ‘‘Jesus went
into the temple of God, and cast
out ali them that sold and bought
in the temple, and overthrew the
tables of the money-changers...”

While The Post is mindful too

* that Jesus has said, *‘He that is

without sin...let him first cast a
Stone,” (John 8:7), ‘we believe

that anyone who ¢hooses to

question ‘or criticize what

these
‘ u televi-
sion ministers are doing should
look to the Bible as a basis for
such criticism because the Bible
supposedly the source of
‘of ‘thi

judgment before God’s Caurt,
' ATEAM WITH CHARACTER
When Dean Smith’s Tar Heel

‘basketball tearh got off fo a very |

poor start this school yeafr
losing half its first six games,
and again when their 18 game
winning streak was broken
which cost them 'their No. 1
hational ranking, his comiments
were always in the context of
“We’ did or did not do some-
thing. - ' :
...And One Without
Earlier in Hal Wissel’'s con-
tirued mareh toward a losing

. Season with his UNCC 49ers, he
" publicty criticized one of his _

Tkt Oux O Wer

1 of these men'will face

«cent until proven guilty.  white, for breaking

the law.

The new mediahasa way My children and I have felt
dealing with blacks who the results of the double

of
are accused

2
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standards in printing- the
news about blacks and the
black community in a
white paper. My late hus-

Black

Dear Editor:

Health : in black
people and other minorities
are far worse than those of

the general popglation,
with the average life ex-

lation. of the patient
The chapter and Medicare; at | it -
osve. fully beiites of & s re o e frst 0 doys,
budget with mazuwmrln
budget rhetori¢, and defi- -January 1984, Since
cit of nearly $2 billion 435 percent of elderly
echoes freeze on social pro- black women and 32.3 el-
: %‘:mu m! w::;”h
time is ~_the “poverty line,
funding for these’ pro- these Medicare Mﬁ
hub of the wheel, all’ 8 o  sup- YROS
H". . ' 8 Fipmt
reduce total :
by 37.9 percent. '8 were
ministration sure on
wage, which it :
cause the private
{i
contradicted by the ¢ .
ence experts. A submini- -
mum wage of 85
the $3.35
it was found :
cent of these were teen- which have proved
agers and 70 percent adult effective have Been
heads of households. .- told
cut. audience was
The new Federalism was ¢ of ‘tuition tax
shown as a symonym for and vouchers since

Health

1

band, the Bishop George J.
Leake III, was always a
'i'vhmetfttlhemnndthc

Are we still living in the
60s? Will we ever be ac-
cepted as true American
citizens with a heritage?
Must we always be the ones
to suffer or made to look as
if we are not a proud people
having morals and values?
What will we say as blacks
about this in a black com-
munity? Double standards
in a free and Democratic
society?
Mrs. Vilma D. Leake

Profiles

for basic health care tor all
Americans; protect all fa-
milies from ruinous

Dear Sir:
Senators Jesse Helms
and John East voted yes-
to eliminate the

£

‘Many young minorify. believe
their ticket out of the n&jghborhood is'to be a
superstar athléte: they want a ticket out
instead of working up.“A ficket out is only

- achieved by a ” ‘suc_ept.l?nal
superstars. Julius 8, O. J. Simpsons
and Arthur Mot come down' the
avenue like new Foids: They are born with

a gift; it is cultivated, Supported on'its way
up and rewarded upon reaching. the top,
Thousands are good, but few are excepti
al” : Prsily Ay ,

Of the thousands of good athletes, more
than half are talented in other areas such as
business, technology, @rt and music. How-
ever, because of the obsession with making
the pros one day, thése talents go unde-
veloped and overlooked. Why
everyone has _
internationally k

will be 4" profess
Under this apj the :
and neglects the intellect. Athletic develop-

mént should parallel intell _develop-
ment, not outweigh it. "The days of the dumb
jock are fading; today’s arstar athletes
are well educated and do have something

‘the Tuture -

other than' glory to rgly on
oo et ek o

Workingupanthe!ﬂhertlnd starts out
as a reality and de ito a dream.
Working one’s day up in the néighborhood
and community comes with the realization

of personal and in tial, the
desire and drive to mmm can
be. George Jefferson of the TV show.

Jeffersons” is a good €xample of this A
George Jefferson ‘ed that he eould
successfully own and run a cléaners and

~dreamed of owning & chain of stores - the

rest is Known . There are minorities
who live this life and there are many more

clarity of thinking and planning.
2 Improving one’s station under the work-
hl:igulgoftheboayjmm_ id. The strengths




