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EDITORIALS & COMMENTS

Education And Priorities

Last week we joined the choir
of publications responding to an
commenting on the lafest report
on the presumed crisis in Ameéri-
can education. We said the
report’ was not unlike others
prepared over the past 20 years
and we discussed some of the
broader and possible less visible
issués that affect the quality of
education Such as thé level of
parental apathy, misplaced
priorities such as in the role and
place of school athletiés, the
relatively low priority that
public educadtion is’ given by
legislative bodiés and many tax-
payers.

One further specific example
will help to illustrate our point
about misplaced priorities. Be-
cause of alleged recruiting vio-
lations’in the competitive strug-
gle’ to maintain a strong na-
tionally "ranked football team,
Clemson Universify presidént
Bill Acherly has bégun taking
Steps to reorganize the institu-
tion’s athlefic department and to
have more diréct control over its
affairs.” Instead of being encour-
aged in his efforfs, the university
.boarrd of trustees has
been 30 critical of the prési-

dent’s plans that hé has begun to

. Seek employment elsewhere. -
Yet, it is without ton long
past time to have n to take

some positive and meaningful
~ trend ifi the guality of our public
school secondary éducation.

What we are sdying is that

that school systems can begin to
do now beyond falking to abate

" foremost our public’ schools-

issties that are a part of the more
negative aspect o6f hunian
history. The ‘Swastika,”” " has

been the name and symibol of the °

New Mexico State Uriversity

ence, math and English has been
less and less over the past two
decadés whén compared to
driver education, the fine “arts,
physical’ education and home
economics.” ) S
Secondly, we strongly support
and applaud a policy in the Los
Angeles school systém that has
required over 6,000 high school
students to discontinue partici-
pating in school Sports and other
activities bécausé they ‘have
failed a class or do not have at
leats a “‘C’’ average in their
academic " studies. Reportedly,
nearly 20 percént of the studénts
participating in extracurricular
activities had to drop them for
academic reasons. We thirik this
is a ‘positive stép forward getting

our 'educatipnal * priorities in |

order. -
" Yet there is much more to do,
higher pay for. better teachers,
curriculums to meet today’s
labor markef demands, in-
creased - responsibility by
parents who should be required
to visit their children’s schools
more frequently, and a renewed
hational ~ commitmeént to “the
values of edication froin the
nation’s’ president down to the
custodians in ‘the siiall sc¢hools
scattéred throughout our many
Finally, black people—elected
officials, ministers, civil rights
and commniunity leaders, parents
and students-must maintain a
growing: awaréness that in the
firial analysis education is the
primary solution to the problems
involved in better job

_ ities, housing and political and

social justice, and for overcomi-
ing most of the dénidls black
citizéns aré confronted with. We
must never forget that a ‘“‘mind
is a terrible thing to waste.”

this symbol and name because
Adolph Hifler miade the swastika
thie symbol of the Third Reich
under “whHich over six  million
Jewish people were killed during
World War I1. - e o '
At the University of Missis-
sippi, black cheerleaders have
announced that they will never

‘wave the rebel flag, and along

with other demands, have asked

 the s¢hool président to discontiri-

ue the use of the rebel flag in any
officials activities involving thé
university. Obviously, the black
students view thé rebel flag as a
symbol of the oppression and

-Anaya has recommended ‘that
the university Students discard
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ly! remain- the . The
power and igth ‘of se-
veral churches waging se-
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Reagan’s
By Alfreda L. Madison
Special To The Post

It is impossible for Pre-
sident Reagan to reconcile
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his rhetorical dedication to.
civil rights with his efforts’
to completely eradicate

gain. The Administration
is trying to cloud its bold
steps with non-sensical ex-
planations.
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Homer W. Fennell Jr,

remember this as we ap-
proach the upcoming local,
state and national elec-
: tions.

Now, it is imperative that
our churches unite, along
with all other organizations

ve Actions

. NAACP? In fact, are you
-'m‘acuve member of the

A urch,
Bancroft Street, Charlotte,
- N.C. We, as black citizens,

are living in very difficult
times, and we must unite in
order to maximize our
strength and positively ef-
fect our future.

as effective a force in the
community as we need
them to be. The time has

- come for us to demand the

congregations, plus - all
other black organizations,

isters united in leadership.
The time has come to de-
monstrate your commit-
ment to community in-
volve :

¥or forther: inforsiation
regarding your participa-
tion in this event write:
Achievers Unlimited, P. O.
Box 32052, Charlotte, N.C.
By Homer W. Fennell Jr,

Union emphasized that
tive action
enforcement is in-
stead it has | for sig-
nificant

undonhzlon‘ women
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Decline Of Cohesive Force

Loul ) © (AM _
The black family in today’s climate is

rea asing. Socio-economic forces
R e
and his family. lﬂ , De ion,

and now the recession have taken drastic
folls' on all families especially minority
(black) families. -

Slavery divided the family unit through
selling of spousé and child to other slave
owners. The lines of communication were
abruptly cut and names not carried on.
During the era of The Depression men and
women left homes in hopes of finding work.
Oftentimes thése peopie were never seen or
heard from again. The recession bears a
story far different from the others.

L
The on set of the recession has produced
an enormous crop of opportunists. Op-
portunists who féel that. their families are
liabilities rather than assets. Cohesiveness
for the opportunist répresents a form of past
values - never stopping to think that some of
these values transcend time. This has no

bearing on today’s society. i
Families across the country are feeling

the pinch of the op:)ghim_ry.'ﬂoﬁda'y and
family gaiherlnq re seeing fewer and
fewer participants. The central family unit
is being spread across the country and in
some cases abroad because of job promo-
tions and possible opportunities. - '
‘The political establishment is suffering as
much as the family unit. For a time past ;
politicians could almost count on s¢meone
within the family becoming active in the
arena once he retires, Now there is a trend
of the younger, family members to move

. away and divise their own ideologies.

‘Opporfunists can almost be classified as
Gypsies because of their frequent mobility
and lack of roots. Gypsies because of their
cut-throat code of ethics—**Everything goes
my way or no way at all."’ The get all you
can attitude is a major cause of the decline
of the cohesive force called family. °

Gypsies, opportunists or- whatever: one
may call them - the peoplé are leaving their
family units. The familythat could be most
beneficial in one's succéss or helping éne
back up when he has fallen. For projection
purposes: If all opportunists in any given

family would eome back into the fz
tobee work loggd . v
and come fogether as a community - where |
would our society be? Vo




