The emerging political acti-
vistism of Black Americans, and
their increasing frustration over
setbacks in affirmative action,
disproportionately high levels of
unemployment - in a word,

% racism - has caused many pre-

’ sumed national Black leaders to

{,- consider the gquestion: Should a

N Black person seek a presidential

3] nomination in 1984?

We have intentionally left out
any reference to either of the
major political parties in this
crucial question becavuse many
Black citizens feel that the Re-
publican Party has abandoned
any interest in the concerns of
Black citizens and the Democra-
tic Party has presumably taken
the Black vote for granted.

+ . Nevertheless, it is generally as-

A sumed such a candidate would

'y seek a Democratic Party nomin-

? ation for the presidency. This is
evidenced by the fact that about
20 Black political and civil rights
leaders met in Chicago last week

_ and approved the idea of a Black

' candidate for the 1984 Democra-

. tic presidential nomination.

\ However, the small group post-

i poned any endarsement until at

< least the fall of 1983. :

We find all this talk about a
ack presidential candidate
premature, misleading, border-
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Issues Make Candidates

- can best transform the platform

- efforts of a white candidate sup-
Js’mf"e of B gﬂmm

dorse. Significantly, except fe
some general ¢t ents about
Black concerns with high levels
of unémployment, defense
versus domestic spending, af-
firmative action and education,
no statement of policy or politic-
al platform has been announced
by anv of the nresumed Black |
candidates or Black leaders. A
political platform with clearly
defined issues should be the first
priority with support going to the
candidate, Black or white, who
will support and it is believed

into. policies to move America
forward. : :

A fourth concern is that too
much of the talk about a Black
presidential candidate is cen-
tered on the emotional appeal of
specific personalities and again,
on Harold Washington’s victory
in Chicago. 3 '

Thirdly, the Rev. Jackson
said, “‘A Black candidate is not
for Blacks only, it could inspire a
new coalition of the rejected,
-which includes women, Hispan-
ics, youth and the poor.” Un-
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‘Mayor Potts had been a
councilman for only one
year when  the former

suming career, Mayor
Potts has another profes-
sion.  Long before she

entered government she

_| was a teacher and she saw

mreasonwhysholhq;ﬂ:
discontinue something
enjoys.

Mayor Potts teaches so-
cial studies, 10th-12th
grades, at South Iredell
High School in Iredell
County. There she is the
198283 ‘‘“Teacher of the
Year."” The mother of three

Gerald Potts, the Cornelius

mayor is a member of the
National Teachers Associa-

volved in government,

children; and wife of -
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