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Thomas Chiles 
..... General building contractor 

protessionai achievements 
along with the following: 
general brick superinten- 
dartt fpr West Charlotte 
High School’s gymnasium 
and its first workshop; 
McDonald's Cafeterias r & 
II; Spring’s Office Build- 
ing, Fort IQS, S.C.; Cen- 
tral Bank in Kansas City, 
Mo., Cotswofd Junior High 
School; Walin Central High 
School, Walin, N.Y.; Pro- 
vidence Nursing Homeland 
superintendent for the 
building of the first part of 
Gaston College, Gastonia, 
N.C., and the ABC Ware- 
house. “Ail of that just 
about takes in my whole 
life,” Chiles added. 

Another achievement he 
ia proud of: “I was able to 
school all of my boys so 
that they could have a 

better education than I 
did.” According to Chiles, 
“My sons were never in- 

terested in. tbe contracting 
business, and I never 

pushed them into it I want- 
ed them to be happy in 
doing what they wanted to 
do, and I’m proud of their 

accomplishments.’’ 
He doesn't know if the 

number of blacks in the 
general building contract- 
ing profession has in- 
creased from 20 yean ago. 
The blacks he knows in tbe 
profession are doing a fair- 
ly good job. 

Black History Month is 
important to him for two 
reasons. *‘It gives us a 
chance to see the achieve- 
ments blacks have made 
throughout the yean, and 
it gives our young blacks a 
chance to see what their 
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forefathers have accom- 
plished," he answered. 

The son of the late 
Vaughn Leon Chiles and 
the late Hattie L. Chiles, he 
has one sister, Mrs. Wil- 
helm ina Williams. He and 
Ruth Chiles have five sons- 
Robert, president of the 
Greensboro National 
Bank; Thomas, who has a 

trucking business; Darrell, 
product manager for Wick 
in Boston, Mass.; Steven, 
manager of Burger King in 
Memphis, Tennessee, and 
Phillip, city fireman-and 
they attend Greater Bethel 
AME Church where Rev. 
Levi Brown, Jr. is pastor. 
The 1979-80 “Man of the 
Year" at the church is a 
member oCJhe Board of 
Trustee*Stewardship and 
Finance Committees, and" 
William’s Memorial dub 
He is also a former mem- 
ber of the Boani of Direc- 
tors of Menilic Construe 
tion. Chiles is a 1994 grad-' 
uate of Second Ward High 
School and a 194^ grad- 
uate of Chicago Technical 
hf*<tnte of Engineering «here be received a B.S. 
frBWC- -He served as a 
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yeoman in the Navy from 
1943-45 and took a refresh- 
er’s course in engineering 
at San Diego Junior Col- 
lege in 1945. - 

“I would like to see more 
of our young people get 
involved in engineering 
and the computers. Every- 
thing is computerized now. 

Kids should adapt them- 
selves into going into these 
particular fields.” Chiles 
suggested. 
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Tlie Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company 
of Charlotte, Inc. 

2820 South Boulevard 
Charlotte, N.C. 28224 
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I Chez Deloria Hair Studio 
I ^Exclusive Designs For Both Men & Women" 

Professional Stylist fl/tOCCUl 
Open 9 ’til 7 Tue-Sat “At Your Service” 
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