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Post Staff Writer
There was.a time when
John Montgomery was on
the verge of pursuing a
radio INg career.
No doubt he’ would have
excelh‘ in that field as he

e

Education gained more
than just another teacher
when M ry decided
that. that would -be  his
profession. ‘It gained an
educator,’

facts. “I look at my
dents as mﬂividnh
with whatever upd‘ﬂne 1

hnvelhdpthemdevehp'
their skills

That: ’
with Montgo 's four
C’s approach to teaching -

tency and consistency,

have beu.key dammtl in
his
in the -

On the rare oecuim
when a student complains
about baving tg. learn the
difference befween intran-
sitive and transitive verbs
and whines, “Pm never
gonna use this stuff when I
graduate,” Montgomery
replies, “That may be true
but your grammatic usage
may be the deciding fac-
tor in whether you get a job
or not.”” Mon is an
English_teacher at Quail
Hollow JunioiHigh School.
Like magic, Mbntgomery
takes the

and shows how it will later:

affect them in life.

Everything about Mont-
gomery seems 6 be some-
what magical. After suf-
fering from a bout of polio
at the age of 10; Mont-
gomery was conﬂned Jo a
wheelchair. Whereas this
illness may have defeated '

, it only aspired
Montgomery ‘to over-
achieve. Some of that
credit of motivation Mont-

gomery gives to his phy-

sical therapist d:rhg his
hospitalization: “I remem-

ber she used fo tell me *You .

have to remember that the
most important part of
your body has no limit-
ations, and that’s your
brain."”

Those words of wisdom '

stuck with Montgomery
and no matter what he
attempted to do he did his
best. “My father used to
tell me that whatever you
did that was honest you
should do it to the best of
your ability. That's
when 1 decided 1 would
become a teacher I knew
I would be the best teach-
er [ could be.”

His personal drive to ex-

Charlotte Post.

John Montgomery
...An exceptional instructor

Former Students To
Honor John Montgomﬂy |

penings”’ column. Read
Loretta each week in The

NEA Proposes,

Special To The Post cover for
..Washington, D.C.- A learn,” sa
four-part program aimed
at developing a "‘positive
disciplined learning en-
vironment," in the nation’s
public schools was urged
today by the National Edu-
cation Association.” '

The early detection of
students with learning pro-
blems is a first crucial step

ter a subject, they act I 'L”
mas as
up—and that ‘acting up’ s pro "’"—i‘"

cell. led him to become
class valedictorian at York |
Road High School (now -
Kennedy Junior High). He
pursued a four-year college
education at Livingstone’
College, earning a double
major in English and So-
cial Science. While at

Livingstone, he was also
selected .for Who's Who.
Ret\rning to Charlotte,

Montgomery taught at

encoliragement of local:
citizens like Kays Gary and |
“Genial’’ Gene Potts who |
raised money to send him

to school, but it was his
former math teacher,
Mattie Grisby, who in-
spired him to beem:e a
teacher. ‘““The wa
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aim to_achieve their goal.

“The gist of the fundraiser |
will be contributions trom

car washes, discos and
bake sales,” remarked .
Moritgomery. Anise Brown
of Johnson C. Smith and
Beatrice Thompson of

WBTV are co-chairper-’
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374-3698 for contributions.

No doubt Montgomery's |l < Hunt's Tomato Velvet -
former students will suc- -t K : Slnglo Roll
ceed in this endeavor; if =
there was ever one thing he - :
instilled in them it was: D 320z

“CAN'T is not in my vo-
cabulary. Don't use this |
word in my class.’
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