
I Keeps Pace With Space-Age Technology 
monitor* video v*™ 

aparsar*- 
terintion unit at Mercy 
Hospital can acrid tube-like 

v-i 

catheters whirling through 
a patient’s blood vessels in 
March of blocked arteries 
that cause heart attacks. 

_ 
The heart catheterisation 

unit, which was recently 
installed in Mercy’s Car- 
diology Laboratory, is 
equipped with tt-inch video 
screens, computer moni- 
tors, and enough film re- 

m:-.a 

All X-rays receive the 
best exposures because 
they are controlled by com- 

puters, according to Chuck 
Williams, chief technolo- 
gist in Mercy’s Cardiology 
Laboratory. 

Other features of the ca- 
theterisation unit include a 
heart monitor that uses a 
computer to measure blood 

flow through the heart and 
the heart vahrea. An elec- 
trocardiogram monitor 
(EKG) simultaneously 
measures heart rate. 

“With this state-of-the- 
art equipment, there are 

many benefits to patients 
and physicians,” Mr. Will- 
iams said. “Physicians 
have an increased ability to 

Provide quality ttudlea 
The computer -rtistcd 
generator! and monitor* 
are major factors in in- 
creasing the accuracy of 
the diagnosis. Patients 
also benefit from shorter 
procedure time and axe 

exposed to km radiation. 
The average catheteriza- 
tion procedure normally 

taws about one hour, but 
the procedure can be com- 
pleted in about 46 min- 
utes with the new unit” 

The unit recently in- 
stalled Is one of two heart 
catheterization units at the 
hospital. The first unit, 
which is an earlier model, 
has been in operation 
since 1976. 
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