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Our Lady Of Consolation School

By Audrey C. Lodato
Post Staff Writer

A family educational
tradition; Our Lady of Con-
solation School has been
serving Charlotte’'s black
community for 27 years.
Although the school on
Statesville Avenue is part
of a Catholic parish, 80
percent of its student body
is not Catholic. Many of the
students’ parents also at-
tended the school.

According to Father Wil-
bur N. Thomas, pastor of
Our Lady Of Consolation
Church, one of the missions
of the school is to provide
the total community with
some educational choices
that include a Christian
value system. ‘‘We feel we
have a gift to offer the

Thomas explained. He
went on to say that the
school is characterized by
“intense caring on the part

of the teaching staff for the
students.”

Dr. Jewitt Walker, pre-
sident of the Home School
Association, is an AME
Zion minister. His eighth
grade son has attended Our
Lady of Consolation since
fourth grade. “I'd hate to
see the school close after 27
years,”” Dr. Walker com-
mented. “It has provided a
quality education and gi-
ven much to the commun-

—ity.-Dr. Walk

that he chose Our Lady of
Consolation for his son be-
cause he wanted the ‘‘best
kind of discipline and
curriculum,” as well as a
religious education,

“l1 don’t think the reli
gious differences have in-
terfered with his growth,”
Dr. Wllker condnued
se.lyuze him

This year, the school has
had a student enrollment of
216 in pre-school (ages

117th Annual Commencement

May 20, 1984

HEADQUARTERS:

Adam’s Mark Hotel

(Formerly The Sheraton Center)
555 South McDowell Street
Charlotte, N.C. 28204

Saturday, May 19, 1984
9a.m.-10a.m.
Alumni Registration, Ed. Bldg.
{ 9:30a.m.-10a.m.
<! Coffee with Uni. President, Ed. Bldg.
10a.m.
Classes Reunion Meeting, Ed. Bldg.
11:15a.m.
Class Pictures

12:30

p.m.

Gen. Alumni Luncheon, Stdnt. Union
2p.m..
. Alumni Meeting, Stdnt. Union, B&C
6p.m.
Annual Alumni Banquet, Stdnt. Union,
(Faculty, Staff, Graduating Seniors
and Parents are Invited)
9p.m.-Ta.m.

three-four) through eighth
grade. Class size averages
17-18 children. The schoal
stresses ‘‘basic acade-
mics,"”” sald Father
Thomas, and students do
well on standardized tests.

The school was started in
1957 by the Oblate Sisters of
Providence, an order of
black sisters based in Mary-
land. The order has con-
tinued® to staff the school
until the present. Next

ver,—that -

change “We're at a point
where this school will be
more in the hands of the
parish board of education,
and not so much depen-
dent on the Sisters,” said
Father Thomas. “We're
moving more toward local
control."”

Consequently. a search

forrned to find a new prin-
cipal, a position which has
always been filled by one of
the Sisters. According to
Father Thomas, the new

principal could be “any’

certified Roman Catholic
who shares our convic-
tions.”

The school is primarily
supported by tuition fees.
Tuition is due monthly. At
some point in the future,
financial aid may be avail-
able for those who are un-
able to afford the tuition.
““We really see a need for
ins a}—hﬁp,—"—admm.ed
Father Thomas, ‘‘and
we're working on it.”

In an address at the 117th commence-
ment at Barber-Scotia College; Patricia
A. Russell, attorney-at-law and public .
speaker from San Antonlo, Texas,
congratulated the class ‘of 1984 for
“having held on held out in a time
when we don’t M what conditlon our

lg number of blacks whe mdute

from predominantly black institutions °

are the first in their families to re-
ceive a college degree. She challenged

FMTHI

the graduates to go forward as positive
examples as to why predominantly
black colleges should survive. ““You are
standing on somebody else's shoulders,"’
sald Russell to the class of 50. "‘Some-
body in your family had to step back, so
that you could step lorwu-d Yu. uother
one of us has crossed ;

you must rise and glve mummt to our
story. You must make the difference.

And you must tell the world that we, will
keep coming."”

SCLC Sets Hearings

Continued From Page 1A

George Metcalf, assistant
business m er at Pres-
byterian Hospital ex:
plained ther¢ a lot of
circtumtancu#:n which
admission is based. “We
never turn down an emer-
gencyneed é hepreoented

timatetheemt,andw
uire a percentage
rr:gney as a depasit. Some-
times if it's something like
a hernia problem, we will
ask the patient to wait a
couple of days until he or
she can make financial
arrangemenm," Metcalf

thear. hills,”" he noted.

Prior to Tuesday’s hear-
ings, a mass meeting will
be held Monday night at 7
o’clock in University Park

Baptist Church. Rev.
Lowery will be the keynote

speaker. Rev. Cleophus
_Robinson will -

also attend.

pntientneedanmyand this because we get 80 performers will be John

Iﬂll Mﬁ. we will es- m.nypooplowbowon'tpay Key and the Key Singers.
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In ] Mcﬂnﬁ dulll'ﬂ-
today’s job market, - o U i ¢

ﬂwuunploymthu

City of Charlotte’'s Employ-
ment and Depart-
ment is working ‘to-
ethu' to combat this pro-

Presently, they are re-
cruiting high school drop-
outs for selection and par-f
ticipation in the Education
For Employment-Limited .
Work Experience Pro<-
gram

lndivid:ml.u chosen to ‘|
participate in this program .

will have the oppar-
tunity to complete

school, obtain part-time .

employment counseling ,
ance.

In order to qualify for
this program, an applicant
must be between the ages
of 16-21, residents of Char-
lotte and Mecklenburg

County, highly motivated .

and meet income guide-

" lines.

Anyone interested can
call the Youth Council at
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King Cobra Prémiuim Malt Liquor sets th

the finest ingredients available, lthaotlhem ‘vcheen lot. ' umm

you've ever experienced in a malt liquor, in 12, 16,32m440m.shu Klngcuhum

Malt Liquor. Mmd:mamhﬂq\mameﬂldq!alltylboutﬁcpeoplc

who make it and drink it.

Annual Reunion Dance, McDonald’s Caf.
Sunday, May 20, 1984

10a.m.

Worship Sve., University Church
Speaker: Rev. W. F. Mcintosh, Jr.
Pastor, Green St. Pres. Church, USA
Morganton, N.C.
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11:30 a.m.

President’s Brunch, President’s Home

(For Golden and Silver Anniversary

Classes in Reunion)
2p.m.
Commencement, Ovens Auditorium
Speaker: A. L. Higginbotham; Jr.
Circuit Judge

U.S. State Court of Appeals 3rd Circuit
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