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Ethics And Po]itics

Much has been said about the impor-
tance of the November, 1984 national elec-
tions in part because of the clearly
delineated political philosophies that the
presidential candidates represent, in part
because Reagan’s reelection could dras-
tically alter the philosophical underpin-
nings of the U.S. Supreme Court, and in part
because of the impact and tactics of
extremist conservatives like Sen. Jesse
Helms and fundamentalist theologians like
thé Rev. Jerry Falwell. -

In the latter case, we have observed in the
past few days how extremists bring out the
best in political ethics and courage in some,
both Democrats and Republicans, and like-
wise the worst in others. We are referring to
the courageous positions taken by both
Mayor Harvey Gantt, a Democrat, and
former City Council member Ralph: Mc-
Millan, a Republican, on the issue of Mr.
-—Gantt’s decision to not attend President
Reagan’s political rally.

These were decisions by honorable men
who hold fast to their political viewpoints
and respect each others’ rights to support
different political philosophies. Likewise,
the 22 Republicans whose names appeared
in the Charlotte Observer political ad under
the banner, “Republicans for Hunt’’ took a
strong stand against Jesse Helms’ ‘‘nega-
tive, divisive campaign that we’re ashamed
of. It has hurt North Carolina and the
Republican Party-tby)-alliance with right-
wing extremists....”

These were acts of courage because some
may nevertheless criticize Mayor Gantt for
not greeting and welcoming President
Reagan to the city, regardless of the
circumstances. Others may criticize Mr.
McMillan for not attempting to exploit for
political reasons Mr. Gantt’s position in this
matter. Some too may be critical of the 22

““Republicans who, because of ethical values,
__are opposing Sen. Helms’ bid for reelection.
o

same context, many

We are also referring to the not too Carolina voters, already displeased with

surprising announcement that former
mayor Eddie Knox has been named

National “Co-Chairman-of - the- :National -

Democrats for Reagan-Bush. Likewise, we
are referring to the 22 Republicans whose

- after- .

former Charlotte mayor Eddie Knox for
jumping on Sen. Jesse Helms’ bandwagon

undoubtedly further alienated by Mr.
Knox’s new position as National Co-Chair-

- _names in a full-page Charlotte  man of Democrats for Reagan-Bush.
OM%mtw igan adas ~_ While "Mr. Knox’s actions “may be con-
‘“Republicans for Hunt.” sidered courageous, too, his rea-

. Mayor Gantt made a conscious and wise
decision to not attend President Ronald
Reagan’s political rally near SouthPark on
Monday because it was just that, a political
rally. In essence, Mr. Reagan’s Charlotte
visit was for purely partisan political

reasons - to support his own candidacy and

that of North

! Carolina Republican poltical
Thopefuls-an

reported

sons for supporting Reagan-Bush-Helms - to
get money to pay off his gubernatorial
campaign debts and his allegation that Jim
Hunt failed to repay a political debt by not
supporting his gubernatorial bid - reminds
us of the Biblical character named
Judas, who betrayed Jesus for a mere 30
pieces of silver. '

Former Council member and Republican
Ralph McMillan, one of the rally’s or-
ganizers, echoed Mayor Gantt’s action

when he said the decision for Mr. Gantt to

not attend the President’s rally was
mutual. .He added, ‘I want to make that
clear: Harvey didn’t slight the President,
and we didn’t slight Harvey.”

By these observations, we“ﬁ‘é‘fé“ﬁm—*‘—“'—w

examples of how the pressures and forces of
contemporary politics have renewed our
faith in the characters, convictions and
steadfastness of some - Gantt and Mec-
Millan-andshdv‘vthedeu!puon,greed,and
&fﬁu’ campaign tactics of others - Helms

~Let The Poor Go Away!

~John Kenneth Galbraith's recent article

- in The Charlotte Observer reminds us that
the poor are still very much a part of our
society. However, because we are em-
barrassed by major pockets of poverty in
the richest nation in the world, we have
begin to deceive ourselves that the poor
simply don’t exist. .

President Reagan has said there has been
no ““appreciable’ increase in poverty within
the past year. With the President telling a
lie ' that too many people want to hear,
Congress has proceeded to pass legisla-
tion primarily to benefit the middle-class,
businessmen, state governments, large
labor unions, and big farmers - all people
with considerable political clout.

These actions by the federal government
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which reveals a dominant theme of greed:
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that while many people who claim that
think Mr, umﬁ??}m be a be&ey
President for the nation also indicate that
they will vote for Mr. because of a
belief his program will be better for them
individually.

Therefore, the actual increase in the
number of people living in poverty of over
800,000 over the past year which Mr.
Reagan simply ignored, will find their
needs not being responded to by an in-
3, an  unsympathetic -
President, and a  middle-class population

mentality among the larger population that

say poor people simply go away. Such
thinking usually goes in historic cycles, we
hope this part of the cycle is short-lived.
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Women’s Roundtable on Voter
Participation which seeks to train
Black women to develop leadership
skills, emphasize the importance of
the woman's vote and ensure the
involvement of Black women in
discussions of the “‘gender gap,” as
an influence in elections. In nailing
down the necessity of Black wo-
men’'s involvement, an interesti

poster is being disgributed ‘rhlz
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far they’ve been left out in the cold,
which has affected

remarks of human services
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is proposed by the Board of
Education should be approved.
Otherwise, the Board cannot be held
accountable for education in the

Two Million More Blacks To Vote In

impact increased registration may
ve on local races.
No one can deny the fact that Rev,
Jesse Jackson has done more to
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public interest should prevail,” he

Next Week: Other Candidates
Share Their Views.

Charlotte Selected As N ewest

General Rent-a-Car, which ope-
rates 22 locations

: through-
out the Sunbelt, has opened a new -

location ' at the . Charlotte- Douglas
Airport,

operationaj efforts toward the im-
portant business traveler,

“Charlotte, due to its being a
natural link with Atlanta—-where we
have another location -




