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Phillip O. Berry, affectionately called
“Phil,”” by his many friends, is dead at
a relatively youthful age - 44. Mr. Berry, a
State House Representative since 1982-who

had no opposition for the State Senate 33rd
District in the coming November 6 elec-
tion, died Sunday night at Mercy Hospital.

While it may be an overworked cliche,
Phil Berry might have been called ‘“‘Mr.
First.” He was valedictorian of his class at
the former Plato Price High School, the first
black branch manager of a white-owned

bank, NCNB, in 1970, and two years later
became the first black person elected to the
local School Board. Five -years later he
became Board chairman, a position he held

—————— until his election to the N.C. House in 1982.

In 1973 Berry .moved from NCNB to a

Berry Was Complete Public Seryant -

position as assistant vice president at
Mechanics and Farmers Bank and sub-
sequently began operating his own school
supply business in 1977.

In another quest to offer public service,
Mr. Berry assumed the directorship of the
beleaguered non-profit agency,MOTION, in

»December, 1983. Criticized in part for poor
management of the agency by City offi-
cials, the agency’s board refused Berry’s

offer to resign. Still other public service was
provided by Berry in serving as a member
of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Community
Relations Committee and the Greater
Charlotte Foundation Board of Directors.

Mr. Phillip O. Berry, a complete public
servant for all seasons, will be missed for

his deeds and remembered for his potential

and willingneéss to serve.

Your Vote Is Needed

> e

Your vote, your ONE VOTE, is néeded on
November 6. Why? Because ‘‘your vote.is

= Your. voice. in.the government of 'your

country.” Nevertheless, many people think
that their one vote will not make a

significant difference. Yet, hiétorians
remind us that one vote has and can make a
difference as the following facts show.

1776 - One vote gave America English as
..it’s native language instead of German.
.. 1845 -~ One vote made Texas a part of the
.. United States '
..1868 -.One vote prevented the impeach-
. .ment of President Andrew Jackson.
.. 1876 - One vote gave Rutherford B. Hayes
..the United States Presidency.
..1923 - One vote gave Adolph Hitler leader-

. .ship of the Nazi Party in Germany.

It is thus quite possible that your one vote
can be the difference in getting your
candidate elected to the presidency, the
Senate, the House of Representatives - both

“ national-and-state - and the Mecklenburg

County Commissioners on November 6.

-Equally, if not-more important, is the fact
that in a free and democratic sqciety
citizens are expected to assume a sense of
responsibility to vote to assure and pre-
serve their freedomis.

-

In spite of this, many citizens are lazy,
indifferent, lack confidence in the electoral
system, and simply won’t vote. Interesting-

ly, when 36 percent of the black voters go to
the polls in Charlotte it’s considéred a big
turn-out. However, in many smaller N.C.

counties, in excess of 60 percent of the black

electorate vote is a large turnouit.

If you want honest, competent and
responsive government now and in the
future, vote to exercise your choices, don’t
vote and others will use your choices nof for
you but for themselves. VOTE - it’s your
duty, responsibility and privilege, use it or
lose it. '

Bond Issues Deserve Your Support

On the November 6 ballot there will be
four bond issues that we suggest need the
voters’ support. Charlotte is a growing and
progressing city. If this growth and pro-
gress is to continue, development neces-
sary to enhance growth must keep pace,
thus our support of the $77.1 million bond
issues.

In specific terms, the $29.7 million in
street improvement, water and sanitary
~“sewer bonds will help to meet badly needed
basic services that our growing community
cannot do without.

The Coliseum bonds of $47.4 million will
bring to the City a public facility that any
city of our size should have for its con-
ventions, sports and other large audience
facilities. Jobs and revenue for local go-
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vernment and private enterprise and the
numerous private developments around the
Coliseumn will serve to enhance the overall
Charlotte economy. The current Charlotte
Coliseum has served the community well in
the past but cannot ad to the new and
growing demands for inodern up-to-date
facilities.

A new coliseum will mean a new and
needed dimension as Charlotte looks toward
the year 2005.

Let’s support the bond issues, let’s be a
contributing part of the Charlotte of
tomorrow and the Charlotte of the growing
and progressive New South.

Support the bond issue for a better quality
of life for yourself and your offspring. i
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> By Sabrina Johnson

-.It’s becoming an American
tradition: the newspaper,
coffee and scissors. How so,
you may ask? Modern Ame-
ricans, looking for ways to
stretch their
dollars - look :
for sale information and
coupons.

Advertisers spend billions
of dollars yearly to comprise
some type of campaign that
will effectively and effi-
ciently market their. pro-
ducts. Coupons for free sam-
ples, samples at cheap
prices, public, demonstra-

tions, celebr eﬁﬂom—-‘m

prompted propaganda has.

must be the right medium to
focus on. And the saga con-
tinues on and on and on and
on....
Truth is that newspapers
do have a special bond and
tion to its reading

audience: weekly news-
pa , more so than dail
pa The reading audi-
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} - ORY OF OURPAST —
| AND THE DIGNITY OF OUR PRESENT

q MUST LEAD THE WAY TO THE
Ry POWER OF OURFUTURE?

ADAM CLAYTON POWELL.
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= can alter lives.
%'.-“?‘I‘*‘m\ tradition . es ;
buy newspapers,

a business - large or small.
Consumer loyalty because an
advertisement in a weekly

blication means the com-
pany has-a vested interest in
the community and its con-
sumers. And the community
can _look to the company to
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