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Tiffany

. As-a

Our Lady of Con-
ranked academic-
mﬂhmufw
. In school,

_do math, En-

o y'ﬁ .I‘e:‘s.
no problem for this young lady.
She’s used to it three years of
taking dance at Miss Donna’s.

Though she takes ballet, tap and

« jazz, Tiffany enjoys ballet the most,
“I like my ballet shoes and I can
stand on my toes. This year I'll get a
trophy because it's my third year in
dance school,”

her favorite entertainer. “And I also
_like Prince,” she informs.

‘One person who was along for the

z older

Transportation Biggest

Problem Facin

By Teresa Simmons
Post Managing Editor

During many moments in history
being aged was synonymous with
wisdom and respect. Today, you
would think that retirement would
be a welcome event. But many elect
to work until they're 70 or older.

The elderly don’t have it so good
these days. The percentage of low
income elderly is astonishing (ac-
tual figures revealed below). But
what is more alarming is that pro-
blems facing the elderly are
mounting.

Problems, such as transportation,
can take their toll upon those 60
years and over. But there are busi-
nesses like Beasley’s Funeral Home,
located at 2706 Newland Rd. off 1-85
and Beatties Ford Rd., that are
providing needed public service for
the elderly.

Beasley's van and car service for
doctor and clinic appointments pro-
vide the elderly with ‘the secure
feeling that someone cares. ““The
people are so kind,” says one el-
derly person who uses the free
service. ‘‘They take pains with old
people..and that's what counts.”

ELDERLY POPULATION

Before we go any further about the
transportation problem, let's take a
look at the figures for the elderly
population. Thanks te the Executive

'« Director of the Selwyn Avenue Life -

center - an adult day care center,
Stephanie Noonan, The Post can re-
veal percentages of the elderly
population in Mecklenburg County,
the number of minorities and Tow
income individuals.

Part of this information was com-
piled by Jim Dunn, Manager, Policy
Development, North Carolina Divi-
sion of Medical Assistance, in
October, 1983,

In Mecklenburg County, 12.1 per-
cent of the population is age 60 or
over. It ranks %4 in highest num-
ber of aged population. Polk County
ranks first with 26.9 percent of its
population 60 years or older. Onslow
County ranks 100th with only 5.6.

In Mecklenburg County, there are
almost 49,000 people over the age of
60 with 2,674 over the age of 85.

According to the ‘‘Characteristics
of the Age 60 Plus Population by
County 1980 Census,” minorities
comprise 21 percent of Mecklenburg
County’s residents who are over 60.
Thirteen percent of all elderly in

,Mecklenburg.County are considered

low income. This 13 percent, by the
way, is the second lowest percentage
in eomparison to all 100 N.C.

counties. The highest percentage
rate of low income elderly (60 and

til]g anc

g Elderly

Several Mecklenburg County residents utilize the free transportation

service provided by Beasley's Funeral Home, a local business. ( Photo By

Bernard Reeves)

-over)--can.-be found in Madison
County, where 39 percent of the
elderly are considered low income.

WHY TRANSPORTATION?

Transportation is so crucial to the
elderly sector because of doctors’
appointments, clinic appointments,
transportation to and from hospitals
and for emergency transportation
for immediate medical attention.

Have you ever driven behind an
elderly person going 25 mph in a 45
zone area? Some unfriendly com-
ments simply emerge: ‘‘He-she
doesn't need a license anyway!"
While some elderly people have, in
fact, been turned down for renewed
licensing, there are others who have
restrictions. They may not be able to
drive at night, for instance.

Then there are other elderly peo-
ple who have never learned how to
operate a car. These are the people
who depend on family, friends, go-
vernment or private services for
their transportation needs.

WHO CARES?

One of the community’'s most
prominent businesses, Beasley's
Funeral Home, owned by Odell
Beasley, provides free transporta-
for the elderly, handicapped and,
according to Beasley, “...to anyone

Opening

Beverage Director, John Stasick,
“New American cuisine specializes
in dishes from various regions
around the United States.
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who needs it."” .

The company has been providing
transportation for the elderly since
1978, but about four months ago
added a van to its inventory and can
now provide wheel chair service.

This service is provided 24 hours a
day, seven days a week for the
Mecklenburg, Huntersville and Mt
Holly areas.

“We only need a day or two
notice,”’ commented Beasley. “‘But
we also respond to emergencies
The number is 399-1666.

There is a vital need in the com-
munity for transportation to and
from the doctors' offices, clinics,
and hospitals, Beasley continued
For the elderly, paying $15, $20 or
$35 round trip for wheel chair
service is expensive

Even though Beasley's Funeral
Home's transportation is free, they
also provide transportation for hos-
pital visitations and for people be-
ing discharged from hospitals as
well

Many of the employees of the
Funeral Home contribute to driving
the cars or vans designated for
transportation. Some of the drivers
include Odell Anderson and 1. C
Coleman, Rev. J W._Kirkman and
Bishop Clarence Polite. The aver

age runs per-day is five to six
according to Bob Curry, employee of
Beasley's.

Of the Beasley's service, *'I think
it's wonderful,”" says Mrs Austin,
who, at times, uses the transpor-
tation to take her husband to the
doctor or hospital. '‘So many people
need the service. There's nothing
better."

Mr. McClee is alse transported by
the Beasley's Funeral Service. “It's
a good service and I appreciate il
I've been using the service for about
five years. We get along fine
Anytime [ need them they tell me to
call them."

Another person the Beasley's
Funeral Home helps is Ms. Buford.
“l1 would have to get an ambu-
lance or cab,” she stated. "I use the
service when my feet are-inflamed

and the service is very nice."
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