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ing down barriers and are.

occupations once solely the Both Morris and Pittman told of
of males. Construction and supportive family and friends. Pitt-
are two such areas. man, who has three children now

Traci Morris has been with the ages seven, nine, and eleven, has
Charlotte Fire Department since gotten a lot of help from her husband
last August. I like helping people with regard to running the household

and I couldn't see myself

behind a desk,” she explained about

her decision to apply for the job. Ap-

plicants must ariety of tests, her were

Mwﬂmﬂm“ Although Pittman felt some har--
pulling hoses and using sledge ham- rassment at first, she reported,
mers. She passed on the first try, “That has never been a problem for-

“You bave to have a lot of en-

 durance,”” Morris asserted. =ﬁ$m of ﬂ:em:i::
Although slight in appearance, the ’ A
firefighter is used to strenuous work' ceptance. “I feel the guys
. b ; and outdoor activity. Previous always treated me fair use I
§ visitors of the Lutheran Church, North row) Bishop Michael McDaniel, Head of the Lutheran employment included positions as 't pull any punches square
stopped for a moment to take a picture. Church, North Carelina Synod, Rev. Richard Perry, | .sheet rock guard,

from L o r. (front row) Rev.
. Reglonal

Director of Inclusive Ministry and Rev. Richard Little,
Assistant to the Bishop,Minister for Charch in Seciety.
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Center. Ms. Higgins also stated that  would immediately hit the floor if roller), “I wasnt working at the roller operator. ‘““My brother was a Just Complete
% -mm the Vet Center is open to all they heard a loud noise,” others time and my brother said they (Rea roller, so I got up with him one day The Coupon
g = "“This"was the first guerrilla war  veterans, but was initially set up to  constantly check their Construction) were going to hire and asked him to show-me how to
F,-.. America had ever fought. And for counsel the Vietnam veteran. before turning in at night and still S0me women. I thought it was a joke, operate it. The' superintendent saw Below
#2:  the combatant, there was no defined “What we really try to get across  others may sleep with a gun,” Dut he brought me an application and asked if I'd like to try to run '
e z "» : v _Sseep ! and I filled it out.” Even when her one."” She declined at first but even- | :
Z) - Snemly Everybodywas the enemy,” (o our clients is that they are not recalled Ms. ' brother told her to be ready to goin tually trained with her brother And Mail To:
& started Beverly Higgins, office crazy,” remarked Ms. Higgins. At the Vet Center, veterans can with him on a Monda B g .
3 ; - y morning, she After about two weeks, the
By~ manager-counselor at the Vet  Many of the Vietnam veterans suffer get all types of counseling-job, didn’t take him seriously. “I still foreman asked if 1 was ready to
$ #: Center. Ms. Higgins explained that from post-traumatic  stress individual, family, group, drug, thought it was a joke 'til they put me  solo,” she related, adding, “‘At first I
-s' s I‘.mmym”mw m‘m.wt‘)u'u‘ mﬁmlamiﬂwm. “If mmmd'im.msm.vm'“ dld';‘tm' M"tndri?e.mm
o because a North Viet- siress that these veterans feel is & we don't have the answer, we'll find Pittman started as a flag person. drive, but I learned!" The
»ﬁ: {1 r.o beafriendat'day and  normal reaction that is also the the resources,” stressed Ms. There were already some women Declared Dodds, ““I enjoy living on I
" ﬁ: - /the.enemy by ‘night and because same type of stress that victims of  Higgins. The center is open Monday  working for the company, she re- the challenging side of life. Not Charlotte Post
|+ + women and ch were used to  airplane crashes, earthquakes, through Friday from8a.m. to5p.m.  counted. many people challenge me. I've P.O. Box 30144
: " rape, etc, undergo. “What we try to do here is to find Dodds, also a roller operator ina never had much respect for a Bl
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ere - “hehind them, " Vietham, but the way y
to belp protect them whiile they were  with their feelings,” surmised Ms.

mup&mmmm
‘of ‘the Vietnam conflict, it is
important to understand how. the
Vietnam war was so very different
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counseling at the Disabled
American Veterans Association.

the need for counseling
assistance the Vietnam veteran,

the DAV in 1979 was instrumental in
getting the Vet Center mandated
through Congress. Today, there are
200 Vet Centers across the country.

The Vet Center in Charlotte
opened in 1982 and is located at 1523
Elizabeth Avenue. Counselor
Beverly Higgins noted that out of the
40,000 veterans listed in
Mecklenburg County, 2,000 have
sought  the services of the Vet

at war, some vets are still using in

or Vi_etnam Vets

their everyday life,” commented
Ms. Higgins. For example, while a
veteran was in Vietnam he was
taught to not get close to people. In
the event ‘of their death, a real
closeness was thought to endanger
the life of the Veteran. But once the
war was over, some veterans
continued to remain distant.

““They were taught to be
emotionally distant, but now they
need to learn to share themselves
and to trust others,” voiced Ms.
Higgins.

Another proolem Ms. Higgins
cited was that of a veteran’s acute
awareness of his surroundings.
“I've seen some combatants who

Higgins.
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hanger, security
and laborer with the Parks and
Recreation Department, where she

five.

Morris remarked that she has not
encountered any difficulties being
accepted as a woman in a male-
dominated field. ““They treat me like
one of the guys, yet they have
respect for me,"” she commented. As
a new recruit, she was the object of
practical jokes, but, she noted,
‘‘every new recruit gets something.
It’s all in fun.”

Robina Pittman and Cher Dodds
are two other women who work
where many other females fear to
tread. Both are employed by Rea
Construction in Charlotte. Pittman
has been with the company for five
years; Dodds, about three. What
made these women decide to go for
jobs where very few female faces
are seen?

Recalled Pittman, who is now a
tandem roller operator (an asphalt

paving crew, had previous construc-
tion experience before going to work
for Rea. Her first taste of construc-
tion work came in Nebraska when
she was working for a restaurant,
The owner had hired some men to
demolish an adjacent building so he
could expand his business, but com-
plained about their work. Dodds and
another woman challenged the
demolition crew. “‘They got fired,"
she laughed, “‘and we stayed on.”
Dobbs also drove a dump truck dur-
ing construction at Epcot in Disney
World. “They asked me if T could
and I said ‘yes.’ I've never said
‘no,” "' she related.

Trying new things and accepting
challenges are attributes women in
untraditional occupations seem to
have in common. Pittman told how
she advanced from flag person to
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one,” stated Dodds. She probably
summed up the feelings of the others

when she said, “They don't make it

' . ) rked with hard to be a woman in a man's

v America ‘and Rev. Mark Menees (Picture by Loretta Manago) ::.“' She .].oonl:uﬁm H(“I Ilm:“nd Traci Morris world. They make me feel like a

v has been active in rodeos since age ..Fire Fighter million. They're telling me, ‘Go for
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