
Taxes: Nobody’s Angel 
During the last presidential election, Ronald Reagan was quite fond of saying in 

his often generalities about the programs and policies of his second term that “you ain’t seen nothing yet.” What few knew then 
and most know now is that Mr. Reagan was 
talking about the earth-shaking impact his 
federal budget policies would and are now 
having on the nation and its many local 
governmental units. 

This is a new slogan, or little used thought about federal budget policies and programs 
that sounds something like “not mine but 
thine’ that appears to echo how people from 
all walks of life feel about President 
Reagan’s determined bid to reduce the 
federal deficit. Congressmen ask for cuts in 
the defense budget, but not if it means 
closing military bases in their respective states. Farmers, who voted for Reagan in 
big numbers, argue cut the national debt 
but not my farm subsidies. Corporations 
lobby for lower taxes but want to retain 
their huge welfare capitalism defense 
contract, high tarrifs, and special tax 
preferences. Many, if not most middle- 
class college students oppose large go- 
vernment deficits but not if it means 
reducing government-guaranteed loans. 

, .-And Mr. and Mrs. John Q. Public want 
continued high levels of government ser- 
vices but don’t want to pay the taxes 
required to have these services. / 

In these few words we have attempted to 
summarize the dilemma and the irrational 
thinking that we Americans do when it 
comes to the question of public service and 
related cost for such services. For exam- 

pie, in our own community Mayor Harvey 
Gantt has often been illustrated in editorial 
cartoons as a man alone in his dynamic 
leadership in facing up to the hard reality that as federal and state funds for local 
needs are withdrawn, local taxes of some 
sort will be necessary to offset those losses. 

Mayor Gantt has been viewed as the man 
alone because this is an election year in an 
era for almost blind demands for less 
government involvement at any level. Yet, 
as we return to the realities of the quality of 
life at the local level we must allow 
government to raise taxes in some form or 
be faced with the strong possibility of some 
major reductions in public services. 

Each of the taxing proposals offered or 
debated-gasoline taxes, payroll taxes, in- 
come taxes, property taxes, bonds, or 
simply reduced services-each has its flaws 
that in one way or another is related to the 
issues of fairness or feasibility or both. 
Equally significant to many knowledgeable 
voters is the wisdom of large bond com- 
mitment to the new coliseum and talk of an 
uptown trolley system. 

Whatever the eventual outcome of the tax 
or no tax issue they need to be preceded by a 
careful analysis of existing spending poli- cies and priorities and the voters need to 
assess their present quality of life to 
determine what their priorities and there- 
fore their desires might be. This appears to 
be the wily rational and sensible way to 
determine what type and how much of a tax 
bite local government should take and in 
what form. 

winning At Any Price 
Again, the corrupt influences in colle- 

giate athletics has reared its ugly head with 
the announcement that Tulane University has a major investigation going on in- 
volving point shaving and gambling that 
includes at least two star basketball play- 
ers and their coaches. 

As it usually does, such headlines send 
newspaper editors and writers looking for 
other questionable practices in the field. 
Among the findings this time are that Chris 
Washburn, a freshman at N.C. State, and a 
high school basketball star that over 200 
universities sought to recruit, had a com- 
bined College Board score of 470, only 70 
points above the lowest possible score on the 
test. Furthermore, Washburn’s high school 
record was composed of mostly D’s and F’s 
in his first three yearn It is obvious that 
these universities have two sets of aca- 
demic standards one for the general student population and one for athletes. 
Immediately, too, we see the exploitation 
that the student-athlete faces as Wash- 
burn’s academic record is made public 
simply because he’s an athlete. 

Equally, if not more shocking, is that we 
learn too that only 30 percent of all athletes, 
and 20 percent of black athletes, who get athletic scholarships in a revenue-produc- 
ing sport ever graduate. Yet, the uni- 
versities earn literally millions from the 

talents of these sports figures, get in- 
creased enrollments and considerable pu- 
blicity. 

Richard E. Lapchick put college sports in 
perspective when he wrote, “Eligibility is 
not the same as education. It is main- 
tained by a system of cheating and cut- 
ting corners.” Fortunately, some rays of 
hope and decency still exist. Villanova 
University, the 1965 NCAA Basketball 
Champions, set high academic standards as 
all 34 of the senibrs under coach Rollie 
Massimino have graduated. Likewise, NCAA runner-up Georgetown’s coach, John Thompson, and UNC’s Dean Smith i 
have nearly similar senior graduation re- , 
cords. I 

This simply reminds us again that col- 
legiate sports need not be corrupt and . 

exploitive if academics and sports are 
properly maintained in a proper relation- i 

ship to each other. Let’s do it for the kids if , 
for no one else. I 
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A few points of interest 
about collegiate sports cor- 
ruption. 

The Tulane basketball 
scandal shocked the coun- 
try about the presence of 
point shaving in collegiate 
sports especially basket- 
ball. Public opinion has it 
that the young men, coaches 
and recruiters were not do- 
ing anything unusual they 
just got caught! But the 
question remains are the 
players 100 percent respons- 
ible for partaking or are they 
just following a chain of 
events «i their collegiate 
basketball career? 

College sports are big bu- 
siness and gifted or talent- 
id players are their back- 
bone. Just as other major 
noney games, basketball 
starts at the high schools. 
Recruiters stalk talented 
blayers with scholarships, 
:ars, vacations and money 
before the kid can get his cap 
md gown off. Many of these 
(ids are from public high 
ichools who are indifferent to 
icademic quality. The incen- 
ive package sounds like the 
>pportunity of a lifetime be- 
•ause only a few athletes are 
:hosen for the NCAA teams 
ind a small percentage cho- 

sen tor the big bucks of the 
NBA. They either make it in 
the gym or happy trails. 

And given how much 
money basketball makes 
from everybody else why 
should not the players share 
in the revenue? College ath- 
letes generate ratter than 
consume those nice revenues 
t but they are merely thought 
of as raw meat on the hoof: 
In other words, indentured 
slaves for four years. Ath- 
letes are not primarily re- 
cruited for brains, but for 
ability. If he happens to be “a 
brain” fine, if not that’s 
okay, too. Why would he need 
a brain to play great? He, the 

I From Capitol Hill 

Keagan Apologizes For South Africa’s Killings 
Special To The Post 

"I think it also is significant that 
on the officers' side, or the police’s 
side, whichever, whether they were 
military police, I think they were 
police, it is significant that some of 
those enforcing the law and using the gtlns were also black police- 
men. I say that there has been 
increasing violence, and there is an 
element in South Africa that does not 
want A peaceful settlement of this, 
who want a violent settlement, who 
want trouble in the streets, and this 
is what’s going on,” said President 
Ronald Reagan^in his last press 
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apparent sanctions. «f the actions 
and pottctesofjGhTSouth African 
government. Hoi could I feel proud 
of a man who stood before the nation 
as an apologist far the South 
African government? Last night. 
President Reagan tried to ration 
alise the actions of South Africa 
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without any real Understanding of 
what actually transpired in Uiten- 
hage.” 

Leland strongly criticised the Pre- 
sident for inferring that Macks in 
South Africa wanted violence In the 
streets, and his saying that some of 
the police with guns were blacks. 
The congressman spoke of such 
racism as being incomprehensible 
He denounoed Reagan for having 
stood before the American people 
apparently blaming the blacks, 
without even having asked for any 
information about the killing. _ 

Leland continued, “I am sick and 
tired of the selective morality of the 
Reagan Administration’s foreign 
policy. White Reagan defends the 
Contras in Nicaragua, calls them 
freedom fighters, he absolutely dis 
regards the freedom of Mack South 
Africans Why is the freedom of the 
Contras in Nlearaugua more pre- 
cious than the freedom, the life of 
black South Africans? At s time 
when the President has stated his 
desire U> appeal to Mack Americans, 
he blatantly denies the freedom and 
dignity of blacks in South Africa." 

Leland eandtmned the President's 
claim that gains have been made by 
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able Donaldson left Mr. Fourie 
without plausible answers when he 
asked does It matter where the 
blacks were going and were they 
going to cause destruction, rather 
than mourn? .< 

Chester Crocker, assistant secre- 
tary of state on African Affairs, 
protected the Administration's 
“constructive engagement’’ policy 
by emphasizing their goals, and 
their successes. As far as black 
South Africans are concerned this 
policy has only made conditions 
worse for them. The secretary stat- 
ed that our leverage is political and 
psychological, not coercive. Again 
the hard-hitting Sam Donaldson 
asking Mr Crocker about the poll 
tical and psychological, said the 
President in his press conference 
appeared even-handed When Crock- 
er replied that we are talking about 
apartheid, not even handedness 
Don’t Mack South Africans have a 
right to protest against apartheid? 
OrtNftne there has to be a right of 
protest, said Crocker. 

Sam left Crocker floundering for 
an answer when he tried to defend 
Mr. Reagan’s apology for the South 
African police killing of the IS 
blacks. The secretary pointed out 
that the Presklant had called apar- 
theid repugnant in December. 
Donaldaon responded that that state- 
ment was written for him and that at 
the press conference the Preeident 
was ad libbing. What Sam was really 
saying was “will the real Ronald 
Reagan stand up." 
Buckle Safety Belt 

MYTH: “It thkea too long to 
buckle the safety belt in my car " 

FACT: A belt can be buckled in 
three to five seconds, a small in- 
vestment of time that could pre- 
vent a lifetime of haartbreak. 

athlete, was bought to play a 
sport, basketball. He knows 
also that if he does very well 1 

and plays by the rules, that 
he can graduate with a de- 
gree that he cannot read. ; 
And if he really plays right, 
the NBA will offer him a 

package. 
Another point of interest 

are college athletes ama- 
teurs or professionals? Tak- 
ing into consideration that 
they are given free education 
in trade for sport participa- 
tion would not that mean that 
they are “paid” for tbeir 
talent, thus making them 
unofficial professionals?" 
Corruption in smooth form. 

* 

Hie 1980s’ model for hy- 
pocracy is recruiting. The 
scholarships, vacations, 
cars, cash, and fun jobs 
theoretically do not exist butJ 
realistically do. Top stars 
can and do graduate with- 
out the ability to read their 
degree. Athletic depart- 
ments, bookies, television 
networks, and coaches bene- 
fit from the revenues why 
shouldn’t the athletes? KlM., 


