Twenty percent of the nation’s adults that are
deeply distrust the media, according to a
recently completed study sponsored by the
?E?Ec;m Society of Newspaper Editors

The study revealed, too, that three-
fourths of American adults question the
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credibility of papers and television often, the haste to be first in releasing a
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Press Gives What Readers

Ly

[ news story leads to the so-called “media
news reporting and that public skepticism Hpeireons blic gets confli
arises largely from what the study called explosion” in which the public v

“media explosion.”

: . shot during
Delivered at ASNE’s annual convention in gan’

Washington, D.C., the study points out that

reports. For exam when
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nearly two-thirds of the 1,600 respondents reports were that Mr. Brady had been
agreed that “the press often takes ad- killed. This occurred because reporters
vantage of victims’ circumstances who are were comPehngtobeﬁrsti.nreleasingm
ordinary people’’ ~ particularly from the stories and, therefore, did not fully. re-
standpoint of invading the privacy of . search the facts. This is a justifiable
victims of tragedy or disaster. criticism of the media because false or-

- incorrect information about people or

The study conclusion, in part, urg
newspapers to “‘enhance their role as
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events can often result in the same con-
. Sequences as if the reports were accurate,

populist institution”” so the public will Except for ‘‘media osion”’ com
develop an attitude and feeling of “miz titive news reporting fate:gl-s'which -

newspaper” instead of “‘that newspaper”

ably generates some criticism, we believe

order to regain their position as a “peoples’ that David Lawrence Jr., chairman of the

advocate.” ASNE's

committee, spoke truth-

fully when he told his convention col-
leagues ‘“‘some good journalists would
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 stories deal with the national deficit. bank
failures, war or the threat of war some- 200Ut
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