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• The greatest thing in all 
i the universe is just to know 
Christ as your Lord and 

iyour Saviour. To know Him 
'is the difference between 
'life and death, Heaven and 
iHell. No sinner can come to 
.know Christ apart from 
"'Jloly Spirit conviction. No 
-"Sinner has ever been saved 
'apart from Holy Spirit con- 

; viction, and no sinner ever 
will be saved apart from 

.Holy Spirit conviction. 
•What is Holy Spirit con- 
viction? First, let’s look at 

'what Holy Spirit convic- 
tion is not. Holy Spirit con- 
viction is not turning over a 
new leaf, living the best 
you can, doing good rell- 
gious works, living by the 
law, resting on religious 
feelings, or a multitude of 
oiner tnings that are 
passed off in our churches 
for Holy Spirit conviction. 
In John 16:7-11 we have the 

J Words of the Lord telling us 
what Holy Spirit convic- 

; tion is: “Nevertheless I tell 
; you the truth; It is ex- 

pedient for ypu that I go 
l away: for if I go not away, 
; the Comforter will not 

come unto you; but if I 
! depart, I will send him unto 

you. And when he is come, 
• he will reprove the world of 
sin, and of righteousness, 
and of judgment: Of sin, 
because they believe not on 
me; Of righteousness, be- 
cause I go to my'Father, 

< and ye see me no more; Of 
i judgment, because the 
; prince of this world is 
judged.” 

t ao.we see from these 
; Words of the Lord that Holy 

Spirit conviction is God the 
\ Holy Spirit convicting a 

J sinner of sin, righteous- 
i ness, and judgment. But 
i before any sinner can be 
: convicted by the Holy Spi- 
• rit, that sinner must be 
J awakened to his lost con- 

J dition. We find that in these 
Words; “AND YOU HATH 

J HE QUICKENED WHO 
1 WERE DEAD IN TRES- 
l PASSES AND SINS,” 
: (Eph. 2:1). The Word 
J “quickened” means made 
< alive, or awakened. Every 

sinner is dead in tres- 
passes and sins but does 

t not know his dead and 
•* lost condition until hie is 

awakened by the Holy 
• Spirit. Let me state very 

emphatically, and with all. 
J the emphasis of my .soul; 
■ no human being can awak- 

en a dead sinner. Only the 
J Holy Spirit can awaken a 

; dead sinner. Then consider 
how foolish it is for a 
preacher to stand in the 
pulpit and say he can take 
his Bible and lead a sinner 
to Christ in 10 minutes. 
Since it is not in the power 
of a human being to awak- 
en a sinner how could man 
have anything to do with a 
sinner’s salvation? He can- 
not. The old prophet Jonah 
said: “SALVATION IS OF 
THE LORD,1' (Jonah 2:0). 

After the sinner is awak- 
snad hv the Hnly Spirit ha 
has to be enlightened, re- 
proved (Convicted), and 
convinced. What is the first 
thing the Holy Spirit shows 
you when He awakens you? 
(Verse 9.) “OF SIN, be- 
cause they believe not on 
Me.” So the first convic- 
tion is that you have not 
believed on Christ. You are 
lost. Yes, the first thing you 
see under Holy Spirit con- 
viction is that you are a 
LOST SINNER. Have you 
ever seen that you are a 
lost sinner? If the Holy 
Spirit shows you that you 
are a lost sinner, that is the 

i greatest thing that has hap- 
| pened to you In your life up 
; to this point. It’s grace 
■ upon grace when the Holy 
! Spirit awakens a sinner to 

, 
his lost condition. Salvation 

• Is an all inclusive term that 
includes many things; call- 

; tng. Holy Spirit conviction, 
sanctification, justifies- 

■ tion, substitution, regene- 
; ration, forgiveness, and 

glorification. But I'll sum 
! up salvation for you in 

these words; salvation la 
; knowing yourself and 

knowing Christ. Before you 
; can know Christ, you must 

come to know yourself. The 
only way you can know 
yourself is to be brought 
under Holy Spirit convic- 
tion. 

OF SIN, because they 
believe not on Me." Once 
the Holy Spirit awakens 
you to the fact of your lost 
condition. He shows you 
that you have a hard heart 
of unbelief. Have you ever 
seen your hard heart of 
unbelief? If not. then I 
warn you that you don't 
know Christ. And right now 

you are just one heart beat 
away from Hell. Unbelief Is 
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Flnt in aerie* 
at the taproot of all sins. 
Unbelief is so interwoven 
into the very fabric and 
fiber of your entire being 
that you cannot separate 
yourself from your un- 

belief. Under Holy Spirit 
conviction the Holy Spirit 
so convicts the sinner of his 
unbelief that he weeps 
night and day over it. 
Everywhere he goes, on the 
job or off the job or in 
church services he is be- 
moaning his hard heart of 
unbelief. The convicted 
sinner reads his Bible and 

tries to believe some pro- 
mise the Lord has giveii 
him, yes, you burn your 
brains out trying to believe 
God and His Word but find 
to your dismay that you 
cannot believe God nor His 
Word. Do you know what 
I’m talking about? Do you? 

| 
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You say you are saved, but 
if you have never known 1 

your hard heart of unbelief 
as I’m laying down here, 
you don’t know my Lord. 
And even though you are on 
a religious profession, 
when you die it will be just 
one more face in Hell. 

I’ll never forget the time 
the Holy Spirit brought me 
under conviction. I would 
read the Word diligently, it 
was a matter of life and 
death, and every sinner 
comes to see that. No 
matter how much I tried to 
believe the Word, or the 
Lord, I couldn't. No mat- 
ter how much I prayed, my 
unbelief was still gripping 
me. I told someone during 
that time; my heart of 
unbelief is so hard I 
couldn’t dent it with a 
sledge hammer. Do you 
know what I’m talking 
about? You will before God 
saves you. 

— ■ —L 

No two sinners undergo 
the same degree of Holy 
Spirit conviction. Neither 
do any two sinners under 
go the same length of Holy 
Spirit conviction. In some 
cases a sinner may under- 
go a very light degree of 
conviction, in others it may 
be a very deep degree of 
conviction, in some, it may 
be over a very long time, in 
others, a very short time. 

In my own case, the Holy 
Spirit dealt with me over a 
long period of time. But let 
me hasten to say; even 
though you may be dealt 
with by the Spirit of God for 
a long time, you are only 
under Holy Spirit convic- 
tion a short time. 
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m* LINCOLN TOWN CARS: Most 
are factory executive can, full 
power, air, some can aa low aa 7,000 

^ SKii? 
Prices Start Aa Low As »| l^l*1 

INI* BUICK ELECTRA LIMITED: 
Loaded, plus V-8 engine, local one 
owner trade-in 

1 
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1M4 MARK VII: Moat are factory 
executive care, hill power, air. some 
care aa low aa 7,000 milea. 

Prlcea Start Aa Low Aa 

IM) CADILLAC SEDAN DEVILLE: 
full power, wire wheel cover*, 
aharp cover. 

tswrORD ESCORT: 4 spd air, radio, black with red 
interior, NICE 

l#7a PONTIAC GRAN PRIX 8J: Loaded, plus console 
bucket seats, V-S engine, sharp car. 

-1 

with that "old 
clunker" in your 

driveway? 
Your old car may 
be worthless to 

you, but it may 
turn out to be 
someone else's 

treasure. 

Advertise it "for 
sale" on this 

page and 
promote it as 

"a handyman's 
special." 

C«l 376-0496 

Jhm Charlotte 
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loot intvi vUHVETTE: 
Red finish, 4 spd. transmission, air, 
am-fm radio, power windows, good 

»ia,aw 
m2 MAZDA R67: GSL Package, 
sun roof. 

1984 MAZDA 626-LX 2 DR.: Loaded, 
I blue finish, like new. 1 

19H2 FORD THUNDER BIRD: Load- 
ed. 39,000 actual miles. 

fj, ■,?'' 'AC*. J. 
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I “We Have The Best Used Car Lot in Charlotte!" j 
1981 FORD T-BIRD LANDAU: 
17,000 showroom miles, power win- 
dows, wires. 

* 

1983 FORD BRONCO 4 WHEEL 
DRIVE: Super Sound System, 
cruise, power windows, 22,000 miles. 

Priced to Ml 
1982 CHEVY MONTE CARLO LAN- 
DAU: 
Automatic, power windows, stereo. 

Per Month 

1978 TOYOTA COROLLA: 2 door, 5 
spd., cheap transportation. 

*IS*S" 

1*82 CHEVROLET IMPALA 
WAGON: 
Stereo, air conditioning. Special 

•I3t Per month I 
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•990NTIAC PABMD > HACK ^ I 7799. 
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844RAM6AM(0mIm«I0 PROM 10/900. 
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