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By J. M. Little
Special To The Post
The greatest thing in all
!hennivemhjmlokmw
-Christ as your Lord and
our Saviour, To know Him
s the difference between
Iife and death, Heaven and
»Hell. No sinner can come to
,know Christ apart from
‘Holy Spirit conviction. No
{sinner has ever been saved
“apart from Holy Spirit ‘con-
,viction, and no sinner ever
-will be saved apart from
«Holy Spirit conviction.
What “is Holy Spirit con-
viction? First, let's look at
“what Holy Spirit convic-
tion is not. Holy Spirit con-
' viction is not turning over a
 new leaf, living the best,
, you can, doing good reli-
! gious works, living by the
law, resting on religious
feelings, or a multitude of
other things  that are
passed off in our churches
for Holy Spirit. conviction.
In John 16:7-11 we have the
, Words of the Lord telling us
. what Hoiy Spirit convic-
. tion is: ‘““Nevertheless I tell
! you- the truth; It is ex-
i pedient for you that I go
s -away: for if I go not away,
: the Comforter will not
scorne unto. you; but if I
depart I will send him unto
! you. And when he is come,
+ he will reprove the world of

rrreey,

A

smont because the
'wince ol' this world is
+ Jjudg:

:Soweseefmttm

: Words of the Lord that Holy
* Spirit conviction is God the
i Holy Spirit convicting a
! sinner of sin, righteous-
: ness, and judgment ‘But
;befom any sinner can be
; convicted by the Holy Spi-
-rit ‘that sinner must be
3 awakened to his lost con-
¥ dition. We find that in these
+ Words; “AND YOU HATH
.HER(;UICKENED WHO |
WE DEAD IN '!'RES-
.passm AND' SINS,"
f!:ph 2; l.) '!lu ‘Word

made
; | alive, or aw d. Every
! sinner is dead J; tres-

: passes and. sins but does
~not know his dead and

w. lost condition until Me is: |

* awakened by the' Holy
a Spirit. Let me staté very
emphatlcally. and with all,
; the emphasis of my-soul;
.. no human being can awak-

dead sinner
tﬁ% Spirit can aw
dead sinner. Then mider
+ how' foolish it is for ‘a
preacher to stand in the
. pulpit and say he can take
his Bible and lead a sinner
to Christ in 10 minutes.
Since it is not in the power
of a human being to awak-
en a sinner how ceuld man
. have anything to do with a
. sinner’s salvation? He can-
not. The old prophet Jonah
said: “SALVATION IS OF
THE LORD,"' (Jonah 2:9).
¢ After the sinner is awak-

has to be enlightened, re-
proved (Convicted), and
' convinced. What is the first
.. thing the Holy Spirit shows
you when He awakens you?
. (Verse 9.) “OF SIN, be-
i, cause they believe not on

- Me.” So the first convic- |

tion is that you have not
believed on Christ. You are
lost. Yes, thefirst thing you
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You say you are saved, but
if you have never known
at the taproot of all sins. you{'halid r!eartd?)f ““ll’:“d
Unbelief is so interwoven 2% d':; ,fy;':lgw b i o
into the very fabric and im:i - s ow my Lord.
fiber of your entire being nd even though you are on
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sinner reads his Bible and  Lord, I couldn’t. No mat-

ter how much I prayed, my
tries to believe some pro- unbelief was still gripping
mise the Lord“has giveh = me. I told someone during
him, yes, you burn your ' that time; my heart of
brains out trying to believe = unbelief is so hard I
God and His Word but find = couldn’t dent it with a |
to your dismay that you sledge hammer. Do you
cannot believe God nor His  know what I'm talking
Word. Do you know what  about? You will before God
I'm talking about? Do you?  saves you.
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. see under Holy Spirit con-
. vietion is that you are a
» LOST SINNER. Have you

ever seen that you are a

lost sinner? If ‘the Holy

Spirit shows yeu that you

are a lost sinner, that is the
« greatest thing that has hap-
i pened to you in'your life up
2 to this point, 18 grace
upon grace when the Holy
+ Spirit awakens a sinner to
his lost condition. Salvation
is an all inclusive term that
includes many things; call-
ing, Holy Spirit convietion,
sanctification, justifica-
tion, substitution, regene-
ration, forgiveness, and
glorification. But I'll sum
up salvation for you in
these words; salvation is
knowing yourselfl and
knowing Christ. Before you
can know Christ, you must
come to know yourself. The
only way you can know
yourself is to be brought
under Holy Spirit convie-
tion.

“OF SIN, because they
believe not on Me."” Once
the Holy Spirit awakens
you to the fact of your lost
condition, He shows you
that you have a hard heart
of unbelief. Have you ever
seen your hard heart of
unbelief? 1f not, then'#
warn you that you don'f
know Christ, And right now
{ you are just one heart beat
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away from Hell, Unbelief is |

1984 LINCOLN TOWN CARS: Most 1984 MARK VII: Most are factory
are factory executive cars, full executive cars, full power, air, some -
power, air, some cars as low as 7,000 ' s 7y

Prices Start As Low As *13,998% i
1982 mcx ELECTRA LIMITED: :mcmcmmme ]
Loaded, plus.V8 engive, local one | full power, wire wheel covers,
owner trade-in. sharp cover, 4

: 10,998

1983 FORD ESCORT: 4 spd., air, radio, black with red
interior, NICE :

1979 PONTIAC GRAN PRIX 8J: Loaded, “'"f"
bucket seats, V- engine, sharpear. m
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