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Opinions At First Ward 
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Will You Spend Your Vacation? 
wnue some parents aren t crazy 

about the idea of having their 
children home for the summer, most 
every child who’s spent nine months 
in the classroom can’t wait for the 
last day of school. Toward the end of 
May, if not earlier, even the most 
attentive children get restless and 
yearn for summer vacation. 

First Ward Elementary students, 
like students elsewhere, are eagerly 
awaiting their summer freedom 
from the daily routine of school. 
Here are their comments. 

• VALECIA MCDOWELL is in Ms. 
Cannon’s sixth grade. She looks 
forward to summer “because you 
don’t have to worry about getting up 
early in the morning, and I don’t 
have homework.” McDowell dis- 
closes, “I’d like to go visit my 
grandparents in Cuthbert, Ga. The 
last time I saw them was Christ- 
mas.” Other than that, the Beacon 
Hill Lane resident doesn't have any 
other summer plans. 
• MATT HAYES, in Ms. Home’s 
fifth grade, lives on Meringue 
Place. “I want to read a lot of books 
and try to go into further research in 
science," declares Hayes, who says 
he plans to go to the library and get 
lots of books about science. “I also 
like learning about other cultures 
and about people,” he adds. Be- 

Jermaine Sadler 
.“Just sit and relax” 

sides catching up on his reading, 
though, the fifth grader wants to 
“just play with my friends. I like 
school, but I like summer better.” 
• CAROL DAVIS lives on Davidson 
Street and spends her school days in 
Ms. Bishop’s fourth grade. She's 
definitely looking forward to vaca- 
tion “so I can go to the beach, go 
swimming, and ride my bike.” 
Noting that she has a lot of friends to 

Golden State Acquires Winston-Mutual 
Black-owned Golden State Mutual 

Life Insurance Company, based in 
Los Angeles, California, this week 
announced the consolidation of 
Winston Mutual Life Insurance 
Company of Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina, into the GSM famUy. GSM 

SSlSf “* 
The former Winston Mutual will 

be (mown as The Winston Mutual 
Region of Golden State Mutual Life 

, Insurance Company. 
Gorge Hill, former president of 

Winston Mutual and a board 
member of GSM, will assume the 
title of Senior Vice President of the 
Los Angeles-based corporation. 

Hill’s years of life insurance 
experience and leadership further 
increases the strength of an already 
strong GSM management team. 

The merger adds to Golden State 
Mutual’s insurance in force 
$297,092,000, to its annual premium 
income more than $2,580,257 and 
brings with it more than $4,923,934 in 
assets. 

These additions mean that GSM’s 
insurance in force is now 
$1,871,703,000 willi annnnl premium 
income of $43,186,947 and the 
Company’s assets have reached 

SUBSCRIBE TO 
THE POST 

$109,393,404. 
The increased strength of the 

Company and the extension of its 
services into North Carolina is in 
keeping with GSM’s history of solid 
financial growth which, in turn, even 
further protects the security of all its 
policyholders. WOkUBMi’s entry 
into North Carolina, the Cdhnpany is 
now licensed to operate in 23 states 
and the District of Columbia. 
r--- 

Brent Chowning 
.Going to beach 

play with, Davis admits she won’t 
miss school “because I hate to 
work." Almost as an afterthought 
she relates that she expects to go to 
New York for three or four weeks to 
visit grandparents and aunts. It’ll be 
her first trip to the Big Apple. 
• JERMAINE SADLER is “sort of” 
looking forward to summer. A fifth 
grader in Ms. Bottoms’ class, what 
Sadler likes best about summer is 
“no homework.” In addition, “you 
can just sit and relax or go out and 
play with your friends.” Stating that 
he won't miss school, this resident of 
E. Tenth St. doesn’t have any other 
summertime plans. 
• BRENT CROWNING, of Kelford 
Lane, is a student in Ms. Stilwell’s 
fourth grade. “We’re going to the 

i beach,” he beams. Chowning, vgbo 
"has a seven year old brother, Mark, 

adds, “We might go to Carowinds. I 
like the roller coasters best.” 
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Clothes That Talk 
A Magical Mystery of Cotton Fiber Fashioned in Top 1 

Dresses Jumpsuits, Shorts, Separates, and many more 
from India, China, Philippines, Greece & Thailand. 

Handmade Costume Jewelry i 
with kaleidoscopic colors to state your 

style & mood! 
1 

Plus name brand 
denim jeans for 
men & ladies! 1 

BRING THIS AD AND 
OETIO PERCENT : 

DISCOUNT 
ON EVERY 

PURCHASE! , 

1701 E. Independence. Coliseum Shopping Center 
Charlotte, N.C. Tel. 535-5710 

Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m. to9p.m. Sun 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Children's 
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Kg Sisters To Help Pregnant Teens 
ay Audrey C. Lodato 

Post Staff Writer 
Teenage pregnancy is a national 

problem; It is also very much a 
problem locally. Now, two area pro- 
grams are Joining forces in an 
attempt to help pregnant teens and 
teenage mothers overcome their 
difficult situation. 

Big Brothers-Big Sisters of Char- 
lotte will be matching Big Sisters 
with students enrolled in the 
county’s TAPS (Teen-Age Parents 
Services) program. 

TAPS principal, Eulada Watt, is 
“super excited” at the prospect of 

participating in the project. 
'“There’s a tremendous need here,” 
she pointed out. “The students (who 
will be matched with Big Sisters) 
are in dire need of a stronger emo- 
tional support base.” To be eligible, 
not only must the young woman 
want a relationship with a Big 
Sister, but her mother must also be 
receptive to the idea. 

Robert Woodall, director of Big 
Brothers-Big Sisters of Charlotte, 
explained that the project grew out 
of the national association's concern 
that Big Brothers-Big Sisters pro- 
grams around the country address 
the special needs of young girls. Big 
Brothers-Big Sisters of Charlotte is 
one of 12 in the nation asked to 
develop a program to deal with that 
community’s unique needs. 

The focus will be on junior high 
students, 15 years old and under. 
According to Woodall, the hope is 
that, through the influence of Big 
Sisters, the girls involved will not 
have additional unwanted pregnan- 
cies and will realize the importance 
of completing their education. 

‘‘We’re particularly concerned 
about the follow-up aspects, espe- 
cially with this age range,” Watt 
noted. Explaining that lack of atten- 
tion is a major contributing factor in 
teen pregnancy, she added that stu- 
dents returning to regular schools 
after the birth of their babies need 
extra support that TAPS is not able 
to give. Students will also benefit 
from the extra attention of a Big 
Sister while still attending TAPS. 

Another important aspect of the 
project, the principal acknowledged, 
is that having a Big Sister will bring 
some fun into a girl’s life. "When the 
baby comes, she gives up her child- 
hood," Watt commented, adding 
that a young mother is especially 
susceptible to becoming a child 
abuser, in part because her life has 
been changed by the arrival and 
demands of a child, and she has had 
to give up so much. 

Big Brothers-Big Sisters will be 

Eulada Watt 
.TAPS principal 

responsible for recruiting, screen- 
ing, and training Big Sisters. Big 
Sisters and Little Sisters are 
matched according to interests and 
personality. ‘We encourage them to 
just do the things they enjoy doing 
and that come naturally," remarked 
Woodall. The emphasis is on build- 
ing a relationship between the two, 
rather than spending money on a lot 
of activities. 

Woodall hopes that by the end of 
this school term, 10-12 students 
needing Big Sisters will have been 
identified, and a pool of 24 Big 
Sisters will be available to match 
with the girls 

Big Sisters must be at least 21 
years of age and employed, advised 
Woodall. A woman interested in 

befriending a pregnant teen needs a 
lot of acceptance and the maturity to 
be a good role model. Watt added 
that volunteers need to be “sensi- 
tive to the complexities of per- 
sonalities of adolescent mothers;’’ 
be willing to bridge the gap be- 
tween the TAPS experience and the 
student’s continuing education, and 
to maintain a relationship after the 
girl has returned to school; accept 
the TAPS goal of working toward no 
future unwanted pregnancies; and 
help the young mother set realistic 
goals. 

Although the project is beginning 
with TAPS students. Woodall is 
hopeful that, once a program is 
designed to fit the needs of preg- 
nant teens, it will be opened to 
students not attending TAPS 

Women interested in becoming 
Big Sisters to a pregnant teenager 
(or to other girls) can either call 
377-3963 or drop by the Big Brothers- 
Big Sisters office, Room 306, the 
United Way building, 301 S Bre- 
vard St., any time Monday through 
Friday, 8:30 a m. to 5 p m 

Karen Armstead 
Washington, D.C. Karen Denise 

Armstead of Charlotte has been 
elected to membership in the 
American Society of Notaries, a 
national nonprofit organization of 
persons who hold the office of notary 
public. 

Ms. Armstead is at Central Pied- 
mont Community College, Room 204 
LRC Building, P. O Box 25009. 
Charlotte. 
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MENS SUlftlLl CONTINUES 
All Mens Suits & Sportcoats REDUCED <w 

Limited time this SALE Ends Soon DU /0 

ALL MENS BLAZERS REDUCED 50% 
Crlcketeerj Hopsack, REG. 165.00 NOW *82.50 

_Richard Thomas REG. 120.00 NOW *60.00 

^^^LADIESKORE^EDUCED^O^r^- 
Blazer reg so.oo now 33.60 

Koret Skirt 44.00 20.40 
65/35 45.00 27.00 

Poly/Cotton £?nt 45 00 27.00 
Blouse 38.00 22.82 
Sweater 42.00_ 25.20 

LADIES SUITS REDUCED 50% 
Rlohard Thomas 

^, 

100% Linen req 250.00 now 125.00 
Poly Wool 190.00 »5.oo 
Poly Cotton 170.00 55.00 

Co-ordinating Skirts REDUCED 50% 
* — I 
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