In 1983, Carter G. Woodson, distin-
guished black historian, urged blacks to use
common sense in adapting behaviors .and
tastes practiced by whites or other racial
groups. On the contrary, he urged in his
‘‘Miseducation of the Negro,” blacks should
deal with their own environmental condi-
tions as a basis for developing policies and
practices best for them,

The present state of black America as i
relates to family life and economic condi-
tions. is testimony of the failure to heed
Woodson'’s warning. Social legislation cre-
ating more freedoms for minorities, women
and the handicapped have not improved
substantially the conditions of poor blacks'
in the U.S.

The right to do what whites do, has, in
many . instances, encouraged blacks to
abandon many of vt:le values t:‘ngd behaviors
that spelled survival during ocaust of
slavery and the continuing nightmare of
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