
Defining Our Own Freedom! 
in 1933, Carter G. Woodson, distin- 

guished black historian, urged blacks to use 
common sense in adapting behaviors and 
tastes practiced by whites or other racial 
groups. On the contrary, he urged in his 
“Miseducationof the Negro,” blacks should 
deal with their own environmental condi- 
tions as a basis for developing policies and 
practices best for them. 

The present state of black America as it 
relates to family life and economic condi- 
tions is testimony of the failure to heed 
Woodson’s warning. Social legislation cre- 

ating more freedoms for minorities, women 
and the handicapped have not improved 
substantially the conditions of poor blacks 
in the U.S. 

The right to do what whites do, has, in 
many instances, encouraged blacks to 
abandon many of the values and behaviors 
that spelled survival during the holocaust of 
slavery and the continuing nightmare of 
racism. As a result, in 1985, blacks living in 

_ 
urban areas suffer an extreme loss of 
personal freedom. 

This loss of personal freedom, iron- 
ically, is closely related to a misguided use 
of freedom established by law. Freedom to 
abandon traditional values linking preg- 
nancy and childbirth to husband-wife fa- 
milies has been a strong contributing factor 
to poverty among black families. In 1985, 
almost 51 percent of black children live in 
families headed by females. Twenty years 
ago, the percentage of black children 
reared by women alone was 25. Going back 
farther, in 1954, less than 16 percent of all 

; black households in the U.S. were headed by 
single female parents. 

Powerful Benefits 
Critics of public assistance, in discussing 

;the incidence of breakdown in the black 
-family, or the nonformation of the black 
family, until recently urged more money for 
the single mother or attacked the system for 
not providing more supports in terms of 
subsidised child care. Now, however, these 
same critics admit that while money and 
day chre are powerful benefits, they cannot 
substitute for the two-parent family 

Given the impact of media and less rigid 
social controls, women rearing children 
alone stagger under the burdens of dis- 

-cipline, guidance, physical care and time 
for plain loving. 7 .. 

Freedom to live without the constraints of 
marriage has created, in many lnaiam»es, 
worse constraints. State Senator Jackie 
Vaughn, addressing an assembly of Detroit 
high school students, questioned black re- 
sistance to prisons in thei^communities; He 
told of black parents being forced to drive 
as far as Marquette to visit their sons in 
prison. At the same time, sons incarcerat- 
ed in Marquette must struggle to get home 
when a parent is critically ill or has died. In 
somber tone, he reminded his listeners that 
80 percent of all persons in Michigan’s state 
prisons were blacks. 

Denied their freedom because, in most 
instances, they violated the freedom of 
others, the majority of Michigan’s black 
————————^ 

prisoners are victims of either childhood 
neglect or having been allowed too much 
freedom, too soon. 

On warm evenings, many “free” children 
roam the streets of Detroit without pa- 
rental supervision and guidance. Security 
guards at the Northland shopping center 
remark upon the “free” youth who walk the 
mall. Loud, noisy behavior is mild com- 
pared to the chilling fact that if searched, 
one out of every three young black males 
would likely have a handgun. 

Crime is only one spinoff from too little 
parental supervision. Without strong con- 
trols, children experience difficulty in de- 
veloping habits which lead to high achieve- 
ment in school. Routines characterized by 
promptness in completing tasks and ad- 
hering to rules and regulations emerge best 
in households with strong parental con- 
trols. 

Black parents must model their freedom 
from the cult of television and other media 
glorifying sex. The misguided freedom 
dangled by the wider society has neither 
been right nor helpful to blacks. Dr. 
Woodson’s warning was on target. 
Mark These Words 

Rewritten From The Carolinian 
Strike up a conversation with anyone you 

meet and you can immediately determine 
why the community isn’t further along in its 
development. 

Attend any meeting of a church board or 
church club and you will soon learn what is 
important to that august body. 

Sit in any living room in any palatial 
dwelling and you will soon discover how 
concerned the inhabitants therein are about 
the plight of their fellow citizens. 

Listen to the gossip in an office and learn 
just how committed the employees there 
are to sacrificial progress and other forms 
of human endeavor. 

Which citizen will say, let us embark on 
such and such course of action so that we 
can accomplish thus and thus? 

Who invited an acquaintance over to 
devise a way of solving a specific problem 
which plagues his or her fellow man? 

Which church last undertook a prbjecf'Dt '■ 
relieve a burden which may be straiigling the lifeblood out of their community? 

Which community organization last 
announced that it was spearheading a 
major effort to solve a significant 
community weakness? 

Parties we have plenty of. Meetings abound galore. Prayer meetings have 
richly blessed their participants. Television 
has mesmerized the majority. And 
recreation and leisure have drugged the 
remainder. 

We then have little concern for anything that may call for sacrifice, sweat, 
disappointment or money. 

The Community stands in a unique trick 
It has but can’t. It sees but is blind. It knows 
but won’t. It needs but fears. As one citizen 
recently expressed the situation, it doesn’t 
want to go backward, but can’t go forward. 
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r*very airline has them 
discount fares. Some are 
humane, some not humane. 
And even an airline or two 
that have such creative peo- 
ple to come up with an idea 
on how to make money off 
discounted fares, one such 
airline being Eastern Air- 
lines. 

Eastern has something 
particularly interesting in 
the field of discounting 
called moonlight specials; 
which offer some coast to 
coast service for $96 one- 
way. These limited flights 
#avp from nine U,S. cities, 
nfcx into Eastern’s Houston 
freight hub and connect with 
flights that take people coast 
to coast in the wee hours of 
the night. 

How can Eastern do this? 
The bargains are offered be- 
cause of an exclusive three- 
year contract with Consoli- 
dated Freightwaya, Inc. 
(CF, INC.) which pays for 
and gets cargo space for over- 
night freight deliveries. Thus 
enabling Eastern to afford to 
charge less for the 252 seats 
of its airbus, A-300 wide-body 
planes. -v; 

On this wee hour plane 
the stop in Houston is 

llhandatory and amenities 
cut. For example, Eastern 

does not offer free baggage 
checking service on these 
flights because the belly of 
the plan is used or reserved 
for cargo, not luggage; but 
one can check his luggage at 
the cost of $10 per bag, which 
may not be received until the 
next day. And besides, who 
needs amenities in the mid- 
dle of the night while one is 
sleeping? Of course, the mid- 
night specials are not for 
business people with appoint- 
ments to keep: cargo takes 
time to load and that means 
the plane will not always 
leave on schedule. The idea 
is nice for those people who 
work and want to leave for 
vacation at night or for stu- 
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are The World, Mr. President! 
By Alfreds L. Madison 

Special To The Post 

President Reagan constantly em- 
phasizes that we are at peace, not at 
war, and that he is for a nuclear 
freese. The Center for Defense 
Information disagrees with Mr. 
Reagan’s rhetoric. Congress gave 
Its loudest applause during the 
President’s M state of the Union 
Meesage, when he said, "Nuclear 
war cannot be won, and must never 
be fought.” Vet, both the United 
States and the Soviet Union are 
engaged in a huge anna race, which 
Increases the danger of a nuclear 
holocaust 

Since Ronald Reagan came on the 
political scene, he has oppoeed every 
nuclear arms control agreement. He 
oppoeed the aboveground nuclear 
testing treaty negotiated by Presi- 
dent Kennedy, the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty negotiated by President 
Johnson, SALT I Agreement and the 
Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty by Pre- 
sident Nixon, the SALT H under- 
standing reached by President Ford 
and Brethnev and ha oppoeed U S 
Senate ratification of SALT II 
Treaty signed by President Carter 
Reagan is the only President since 
President Truman who has accom- 
plished nothing in reduction of the 
threat of a nuclear war. 

The Canter for Mmu lirfm mi 

tion (CD!) admits that the 
Russians have always been diffi- 
cult negotiators, yet previous Preet- 
dents have been aMa to negotiate 
agreement* with them CD! says. 
"Ronald Reagan, who opposed 
every nuclear arms control agsa 
roent before he entered the White 
House, I* clearly not trying very 
hard for other agreements how that 
he is President. It is also clear that 
President Reagan will not negotiate. 

* f T 

feU_ 
seriously, with a nation he has re- 
ferred to in speeches as an evil 
omplre and the focus of evil in the 
world.” 

CDI emphasizes that the United 
States is playing war games In 
nearly every comer of the world, the 
United States is practicing fight- 

ing conventional and nuclear wars 
against the Soviet Union. These in- 
clude mock land, tea and air bat- 
tles fought on or near every con- 
tinent- In the pael few year*, the 
U.S. has expanded both site end 
■cope of its war games in the Third 
World. The frequent war games are 
intended to priaetro unfriendly 
governments as well as bolster mr 
ability to fight in the Third World. 

Annually, the U.S. conducts nu- 
merous military exercises, which 
provide training for over 500,000 
U.S. troops. 

Iteagan has s fixation that trou- 
ble in the Third World Is caused by 
Soviet military power, that of de- 
stabilization in thoee countries He 
justifies his Third World war game 
on grounds that it must be capable of 
responding to a Soviet attack He 
ignores the fact that moat Third 
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— World conflict* are local that 
fighting in El Salvador, Lebanon and 
elsewhere illustrates, and the ab- 
sence of Soviet ability to carry out 
large scale military operations in 
the Third World. 

We have war games in Western 
Europe and South Korea. The U.S. 
has 360,000 troops in Europe and 
40.000 in South Korea. These will 

* automatically draw the United 
States into any major conflict of 
these countries. The war game 
scenario used in these two regions 
posit an attack by the Soviet Union 
and 1U Warsaw Pact allies or North 
Korea This attributes reckless 
agrees! ve actions to countries which 
have traditionally, particularly the 
Soviet Union, displayed much more 
cautious behavior. The Vietnam 
War proved that military inter- 
vention in the Third World is a costly 
and Ineffective means of solving the 
conflict. 

These war gamea that deoiov 
thousands of U.S. military troop* in 
foreign countries have political im- 
plications. President Reagan argues 
that theae games are beund to have 
a positive political effect. He 
assumes that any future war to the 
world will result in Soviet aggres- 
sion The President feels that these 
war games will detar Soviet ag- 
gression and reassure friendly 
governments Because of U.S. in- 
tervention in the Middle East and 
Central America, as well as Soviet 
military intervention in countries, 
world opinion does not view these 
war games as benevolent. In 
Western U S military maneuvers 
have generated fear that the U.S 
might be too willing to fight a war in 
their countries Theae exercise 
battles, which took place in the 
streets of the towto and in flekta of 
farms cause damage to property, 

-SI V*’ WTOhB* 
costing millions of dollars. War 
games in the Third World wUl quite 
likely cause a political backlash. 
Egypt, Oman and Somalia restrict- 
ed media coverage when war games 
were conducted in those countries 
for fear of being charged with 
cooperating with the U.S military 
These charges can severely under- 
mine support for the government 
both at home and in other Arab 
countrim. U.8. war games in 
Central America tend to isolate the 
U.S. from other friendly govern- 
ments. This conflict is seen in the 
different approaches of resolution of 
conflicts in the region between the 
ccntradore countries and the United 

* States. The contradoras advocate 
the elimination of any foreign 
■itary presence and stresses political 
resolution while the Reagan Ad- 
ministration places emphasis on a 
military solution 

CDI concludes that: U8. war 
games demonstrate both the global 
scale and military character of U.S. 
commitments, revealing over- 

stead of a more constructive fo- 
reign policy War games in lAdfla 
East and Central America are pro- 
vocative and undermine resolution 
of the problems in political and eco- 
nomic ways. These war games do 
not focus on defense of the U.S., but 
on fighting wars far from homo 
particularly in the Third World. CDI 
says. “U.S war games ate designed 
to improve our ability to fight and 
win a nuclear war The danger!, 
that we might gain false confidence 
in our ability to prevail in a nu 
clear war and thus reduce essential 
efforts to avert that calamity.’’ 

There are 41 wars going on In the 
world and we are supplying mili- 
tary weapons to all of them. 
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Miami 
1 moment. 

No frills is fast becoming 
an American way of con- 
suming one airline, fairly 
young, is using no frills at no 
cost as their marketing stra- 
tegy. This airline is making 
its name through the $29 air 
fare to Newark with addi 

> tional cost for points con- 
necting out of New York 
Newark. And what does one 
get for $29 plus? A seat on an 
airplane that’s it, nothing 
else. This airline is conduct- 
ing business somewhat like 
the train business. One can 
make his reservation in ad- 
vance and purchase his 
ticket on the plane. No wait- 
ing in line. Also on this 
airline you cannot Id 
luggage because it 
leaves one’s hand 
right, pay to check 
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less one pays for 


