Recently, Detroit’s Mayor Coleman
Young said during a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony for the grand opening of Trapper’s
- @ new commercial street, ““This is
anotherinlsfﬂutim that Detreit’s on a:ldmll.’.'
Equally, if not more significant; and yet
ignored or- simply missed by the news
media, Young said, “‘If you own property in
Detroit hang on toit. If you don’t, you better
buy some.” : A
Mr. Young’s comment brings to mind
certain developments of concern in a part of
Charlotte’s black community, in this case,
the Beatties Ford Road corridor. While the
City of Charlotte is involved in 4 com-
mercial development plan for at least a
portion of Beatties Ford Road, we have to
wonder if developments on this major
thoroughfare between I-85 and the inter-
section of LaSalle Street is an indication of -
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two black-owned businesses—-gas stations—
have had to close, black efforts to acquire
.-the Texaco service station at 1-85 have
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supermarket in the University Park Shop-
ping Center failed because of too little finan-
cial. . In addition, the much talked
elopment to be located to the
ing fast foods eatery has never

Where Are The Black Investors? =

- ward anyone with a successful business

businesses, black economic development
has all but ended. ' \

The fact is in just over a 10-year period a AL
McDonald’s hamburger restaurant: a i LN
Handi-Pantry, Tenneco and 7-11 mini-shop- ks
ping ‘stores; three chicken fry fast food :
eateries; and a largeSav-On gas station (all
white-owned) have all opened in this pre-

dominantly black neighborhood. We cer-
tainly have no ill-will nor animosity to-

venture, considering the risks that they
must take.

However, we.,do wonder.  where are the
black investors? Why, with the neighbor-
hoodslinkedtoﬂﬁssectionpreattistd
Road having estimated annual incomes
totaling $60 million, are not. black invest-

economic growth. We are, of course, mind-
ful of the fact that mary fen institu-
tions make it difficult for blacks to borrow
investment capital, yet there are many
more lenders and other financial mechan-
isms for securing investment capital.
blacks to become more ihvestment con- |
own financial futures and keep much of the
bl T D 49O e B¢

Unless the broader black community
begins, and begins quickly, to develop more

look: closely at ‘the progress that hlack’
Americans have made, it becomes increas-
ingly clear that even greater progress could
have been made except for the apparent
self-hatred and sell;-dea’t!*mﬁve fm w‘x

at an alarming rate, too many of us - oneis

taif one parent families, and too many

black elected officials"are out of touch with
reglity. One such reality is that if they "
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- preoccupation with the trappings

__black masses.. .

* values”of better education,
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continue to stay on the bottom rung of the
recent immigrants to America — the Cuban

It is zhﬂ.%r 70
m are

homosexual males. I is also
true  that bisexual males
. haved.passed the disease to
their h Sexual partners.
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idren of those
ictimsshave contract-
|_total'of 120 children

sexual community.

_ nature of too many black Americans is a % _ :
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with reality and are thus of no help to
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the potential enemy who lies within each of
us /poised in a manner an . brin ‘_{ﬂ'»".«-'. S
ot g Wou't you do your part while
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