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- Psychologist Urges More Training |
- Study Suggests White Girls, Blacks
* May Equal White Boys In Mathematics

Special To The Post
- Chapel Hill - The notion that white
girls and black students of either sex
| can do as well as white boys in
| mathematics' gained more support
this week as an expert on testing
| released results of a study of almost
10,000 high school students across
the United States.

White female and black high
school seniors scored just as high as
white male seniors on math ex-
aminations, the stnxm::vud. if

were equally as so-
e and if they had taken the
number of math courses.

Dr. Lyle V. Jones of the Uni-
versity of North Carolina at Chapel

* <Hill, who conducted the study, said

i+ .- 74 theresearch suggests that historical
j= .« differences in mathematics test
i;.+ . scores could be reduced further if
-+ .47 not eliminated by encouraging girls
‘74 ‘and black males to study math.
12171 ““These results emphasize the im-

#7:.+! portance of guiding all students in
' 5. mot just white males, to enroll in
..+, mathematics and science courses,"”
i 3 :-'Mmd.
. <7 Jones is the author of several
¥ . . .4)widely publicized studies showing

L ™

gap between scores make on  way 82 percent
standardized tests like the SAT and  correct while those whose
scores made by white childrén. At  transeripts ed no courses at the
UNC, he is Alumni algebra I level or beyond averaged

The new study, financed by the  males somehow perform better or

- National  Science Foundation and learn more from mathematics than

presented at a recent meeting of the females do,” Jones said. “Re-
American Educational Research As- search continues to show that the
sociation, comphred how 9,700 stu-  average ftest scores of whites in
dents who had taken achievement math is higher than the average
tests as sophomores during 1980 score for black students at the same
fared-on similar tests as seniors in grade level "
1982, Whites did do better overall than
The tests measured skills in com- blacks on the High School and
putation, arithmetic reasoning, = Beyond tests and boys fared slightly
graph reading, elementary algebra better than. girls, But after con-
and geometry and were part of High trolling for advanced coursework
School and Beyond, a project of the and sophomore performance, the
National Center for Education Sta- psychologist found that the score
tistics. - differences disappeared completely.
As expected, Jones said, studerits “The important elements in the
who continued to take courses like changes in achievement appear to

equal ability in ‘1980, but stopped learning opportunities from kinder-
studying math. ' garten and grade school onward, we._
: would approach equal perfor-
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in the care of their grandmother; Betty Robinson,
ile their parents work. v

L X5

A St e -
'I_ » ‘ Fike ARENY -
B 1Ty 28 By Y

s ] »
el .ha . A
L Seeret C
BT o it $ohn

7 . Les Angeles (KNS) ‘While many

ing to be
co-host of a secret party. %
“We're not saying & woed to any-
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Teachers who
at

.. The Charlotte Poast
lists many activities
in ll:o Charlotte com-
munity to keep you
busy.
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Summer fun begins with bright colors and stripes to mix .
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