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Many' lotteans have been celebrating

since last Saturday Juneteenth, or. Black

the true end of slav 1865 in the state
Texas. Held in communities all across the
nation, the Juneteenth celebration also
marks Senate passage of the omnibus Civil
Rights Bill on June 19, 1964.

While such celebrations are good and
serve a purpose, what appears to us to be of
greater significance is what have we done
or accomplished with what black Ameri-
cans believe these historic dates mean?
Stated another way, we might ask what
opportunities have black Americans taken
advantage of since June 19, 1865 and 1964
that we can feel some sense of pride about?

There are at least two areas of life
wherein black Americans should have
made great strides since these and other
historic dates that granted them new op-
portunities. These areas, ‘or in Theodore

Independence Dny,si 19, which mark

{: : Cross’ words, these"instmmentsofpower"

have been onl marginally harnessed by
blacks for the benefit of blacks. One of these
instruments, pohtical power, has resulted in

* improved incomes, greater

asteadylnc DIATK &iecteg otficials

at the local, state and national levels in spite
of not havmg achieved a proportionate

number of such officials to date.

The second such area is ‘‘economic
power,” ‘that is, ‘‘thé  forces governing
human wealth and well-being,” says Mr,
Cross. Writing in his latest book, ‘“The
Black Imperative,” Cross adds, “F'm- all
groups in a given society, the p ect for

property, and morefavmblel!te;
generally is proﬁmmdly lnﬂmmad'_, Dy 4

78 power. Acquiring and holding por
F‘ indeed become strategic principles well
* adapted to preserving life and

people from its perils. As a group, blacks...

havadonepom'ly g

Inthiscolmnnlaatweekweuised

The black  businesses - ha have untair :
prices; they have no community concerns
and?'?o percent ofthetlme the store isn’t

We Need Instruments Of Power!

clean eriough. They have littlerelpeef

for their customers and to courtesy
seemstobeasin"Sadwuy.thu'elaa
great deal of truth in this statement about
black retail establishments. Sad to say, but

such poor businiess practices arise from an_

attitude that blacks should support black-
owned businesses with their $170 billion in

annual purchasing power simply because -

they.are black.

Purchasing Power

Ithasbee.nthnskindofbtmheuatti-'

tude and mentality that has prevented the
securing of an instrument of economic

power to enhance black America’s quality

of life and improved instruments for politi-
cal power.  Undoubtedly, too, this kind of
black business mentality and psychologieal
thinking arises from ‘the white bminess
community’s attitude of encouraging and
feeling less threatened by black businesses
that seek primarily. black consumers.

The publisher of black-oriented literahn'e

such as Ebony Magnhe and the mami-

LAY

ducts; mendMme

clothing ‘styles have no competition l'rom ¢

white manufacturers. However, many of
the black retail merchants who sell such
mductsmthmvﬂththeponrbuﬂnus
attitudes toward their customers.

Thus, the “instruments of power”’ so vital :

to an improved quality of life for black T
 Americans continues to.be an illusive force

that prevents blacks from making the kind

- of economic, tienlandmclalmu
- that ‘they ahg:lud have,

mcrensﬁ:gmmba-nfdatuweealmm
milestones in opening new doors of op-
portunity.

Unfqrhmtely, our failure to capture
theseinsﬁ-mueutnofpowermlatainn
deeper way to' tlnfactthatwhile
penplehaveachlewd

mabh&a >ment shoul

"vmweammrgembywmmhm
been signs of progress since that date, For it ~ ©
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