The “Start of Something,” has been

adopted for a television MMMMM g oo h!lutn ity g
looked at how successful peop popular excuses for parent -fail to help
things got started. We just hap to stop encourage their children to have positive
andwatchthisshowMSungnb:’chnnee attitudes toward the dignity of work that
and because of its indirect focus in part on does not undermine an individual’s moral
the importance of the family, - values. . : i :
The show’s ‘‘popular things” dealt with Furthermore, black parents must become
the historic beginning of the West Point substantially more aggressive in d :
Military Academy and the development of . ing quality education for their children and
the now highly popular blue jeans wearing likewise de them with the home en-
apparel. However, what attracted our at- vironment support necessary to succeed in

tention to this TV show was.not so muchthe - “ school. Integra presumably better
success of the personalities involved - quality schools M guarantee

Donna Mills, Charleston Heston, Erik a child a better education. .

Estrada and Liberace — but rather the Much, probably too much, has been said
influence and positive impact that family and written about the _hﬂmumed role and
background had on the ultimate suecess ‘of responsibility of the black. leadership in
these people. For example, Liberace, the advancing the course of equality and
{glented pianist, emerged from a family justice. It has been in a similar mentality
whiete everyone, yes everyone, played some that, in the words of Robert L. Woodson,
form of musical instrument. This resulted ‘“Black Americans continue to be portrayed

igdiiberace graduating from playing school _  as lost ehildren waiting for a.government
attivities for 50 cents per week, to $50,000 Moses to save them from racism and
pez'.wuqlaek. Donna Mills emerged as a suc- ~economic deprivation.”
cessful dancer from observing her mother TR . nrEw A
str['luggle with a small neighborhood dancing wne MYth
-school. oot i) ;
. It is again the responsibility of the
As we watched this TV show, we began to famil dispel the n
about the black family and whatithas oo family to g vt
, or not done, to launch its children into
suegessful careers, job opportunities, or at

least values that encourage the securing of
gainful full time employment in order to o e R 5
take care of basic needs. A ! parenta
l!;‘socusm,g fo;éhf malam;.rt;;gofha careentm u;t} publi. ‘someone else - 'blame your-
johs, we consider it _ spite : numerous . self.” Parents often baffle
the gains from the civil rights movement cations in recent weeks. | ﬁt ﬁ dren with this one
and related affirmative action programs, A quote that has an in~ || Kids do'ndt understand if a
blaek t joblessness is at an unpre- tense and Significant mean- | “B” in English is recorded
cedented 57 percent. Black adult unem- ing to all men and women, | ! %@itmmmuuandmt
ployment is at 16 percen - dis- especially those of minority | & educator. How cana “B” -
tressing h:i m facl:nm t recent _thuemblacﬁ : t g o : bﬂz m&':t fault? Sim-
“had no ct upon thes: : good thoughts come? Within. | ; ¢ uséthatis what the
Mnm; figures that are more than Believing in oneself is the wu-’i“uﬂ performance war-
twice that of white people in the labor force. key to économic success and ranted. Pointing the finger at
ot o 0 i : ltl‘d%ﬂth',' unity and in- eone else is easy even
High Unemployment 3 “ PIRR Supien. 21 Das -the
A . 2y ! s in hi same validity as sa
There are undoubtedly many

factors to explain these high unemployment
figtg;; howe;var,weareconi:wwt v
eading these factors are certain conditions =
attitudes toward the work ethic and
values about education, The absen
these is evident when it is ‘
example, that in Charlotte’s ‘‘Hire-A-§
program for the summer, some black youth -
have declined jobs because they didn’t like
the nature of the work. Obviously, such = -

an explanation as to why not.

Just because an incident

does hot go according to plan ¢

does not suggest a solution of
ting. The alternate

and route is to ask

oneself, “Did I do my best?”

If the answer is no, then one

?
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_ swer is yes, then offer one’s
youth have not learned in the home or service or help. The only
school that success starts with small things. ¢ comment t_ou‘thi:o;: t;.gata:or
The home is in part responsible, too, for. someone -else, three others

the failure of its chil uzve ed ‘A are pointing back at you!
) w5 m-ahzy.m out there

and find "s,omcs't:no doing
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