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That’s an attitude she uses in
nursing, Carmen maintains. *“It's
heipful to the patients to be
{reated nicely. I know that if I was in
their situation I would want similar
freatment.” =~

For fun, Carmen, a member of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, enjoys
swimming, and volleyball. She has

Erving: “Touching”
Can Both Guide And
Motivate The Child

By Jonathan Fritz
Post Staff Writer

To illustrate why parents should
reward youngsters for their ac-
complishments, Julius *“Dr. J"
Erving of the Philadelphia 76ers
said here Saturday night that when
he was in the eighth grade, his
mother gave him three pounds of
grapes after he showed her his final
report card.

The NBA star was the keynote
speaker at the two-hour banquet
honoring 12 outstanding students
from public schools around Char-
lotte’'s Hidden Valley subdivision.
He told state, county, and local
officials and approximately 500 citi-
zens from Hidden Valley and near-
by neighborhoods that he had re-
ceived ‘“‘numerous awards” duri
his years in school. ;

The banquet, held at the Adam's
Mark Hotel, was presented by the
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of Charlotte. Michael Jordan, a star
player for the NBA Chicago Bulls,
made a special appearance.

According to Erving, parents are
the people who will affect their
children the most. He suggested
“touching’’ can both guide and mo-
tivate the child. “Parents should
emphasize how to make their young-
ster succeed, he said.

“Don’t waste time by presenting
the negative things or forgotten
issues. We must not build confi-
dence far shy of the total potential of
what our Lord wants our children to
be. Our kids have been slapped in
the face enough,” he continued.

“One's behavior, not money or
possessions, will have the greatest
affect on a youngster's life,” he
added. Erving warned parents to
monitor the child’s study habits
during his years in school.

He said he was glad his parents
made him study.

“I was in eighth grade. 1 came
home with my last report card with
all A’s and B’s. My mother knew |
liked grapes, so she went out and
bought three pounds of these green,
seedless grapes. ..it (the reward) has
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Julius “Dr. J** Erving of the Philadelphia 76ers urges the youth in the

audience to sign up for the one-on-one basketball tournament sponsored
by the Coca-Cola Company to begin Augus( 3. Michael Jordan (), also a
professional basketball player, awaits his turn to address the many youth
who came out to see the stars. (Photo by Bryon Cooper)

stuck with me every since. And
every year I would do my best
because I knew that I'd be getting
something afterwards.""

When parents fail to supervise
their children, the youngsters will
do poorly on tests or homework, or
fail the entire grade. “‘If the child
has the attitude that ‘I'm on my own,
I can do whatever," then you

shouldn’t wonder why the child isn't
doing things the right way. We must
give our children confidence by
being close enough to touch them,”
he emphasized. However, communi-
cations within black families has
improved. and black youth are
smarter than ever, Erving noted.

Erving and Robert Massey, the
See ERVING On Page 12A




