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Editorials

Context Of Celebrity Hero Worship

The American people historically are a
nation of people who tend to admire famous
people for nearly any and all reasons. Movie
and television actors and actresses, ath-
letes, some politicians, university profes-
sors, clergymen, inventors, Nobel Peace
Prize winners, writers, and, finally, even
criminals. Significantly, and while not
always for the best reasons, many such

celebrities become role models and heroes

and result in many people attempting to
pattern their personal life after such people.

In a strange way that parallels being
naive or plain stupid, far too many Ameri-
cans even judge the value and concern for
their health within the context of celebrity
hero worship. If a celebrity is affected with
a certain illness, only then is it viewed as
something of social conversation and only
then do we think seriously enough about it to
visit a doctor to have the proper physical
examination even when we may have had

recurring . symptoms$ of the possible ill-
ness.

A.recent New York Times article began
with this statement: ‘“Rock Hudson’s battle
with AIDS has raised public awareness of
the deadly disease in a way that educa-
tional campaigns have been unable to do.

Since the actor’s illness was made public
last week, AIDS crisis hot lines across the
United States and abroad have been flooded
with hundreds of calls wanting information
on the illness.” Likewise, following the

——announcement-that President Reagan had
cancer, the American Cancer Institute
reported receiving 2,500 telephone inquiries
for information on rectal and colon cancer,
whereas they usually receive only 10,000
calls in a full year.

Little Higher Education

Taking a cue from the United Negro
College Fund. (UNCF), Americans have
begun to realize that a human mind is truly
a “‘terrible thing to waste.”” Yet, sad to say,
an American Council on Education (ACE)
reports says ‘‘there’s no free ride for” low.
and middle income familiés who are sad-
dled with staggering debt in attempting to
send their children to college even when
tuition grants are available. - ‘

The ACE report says a survey of 15,000
tuition and similarly aided recipients at
public and private colleges and universities
in 1983-84 revealed the following:

-Low income fa_mﬂfm earning less than
$15,000 yeam fully half the cost of their
children's. on. :

—-Middle income families, earning $15,000
to $35,000 annually, -pay two-thirds the cost
of their children’s education.

The impact of this is better seen when it is
known that even after grants are deducted,
family education cost for. each child in
college range from $2,500 to $4,000 annually
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Significantly, too, since AIDS was initial-
ly identified with the activities of male
homosexuals, people developed a paranoid
fear of being viewed as a homosexual if they
talked about it or let it be known that
had AIDS. Similarly, it has been socially
acceptable to discuss lung and breast
cancer and cancer of the leg even at the
dinner table, but rectal and colon cancer
have been taboo.

In spite of these social influences on our
attitudes, AIDS, for which doctors say there
is no sure cure, has killed over 5,900
Americans in its relatively shert history.

Likewise again rectal and colon cancer is
one of the more deadly forms of cancer if

-not treated early, which is unlikely to

happen if we don’t talk about it and better
educate ourselves about it.

In like manner, it is a well known fact that
black Americans suffer from a much higher
rate of. hypertension and high blood
pressure, yet relatively few of us take the
proper precautions, use the proper medi-

~ cations, or even visit a physician.

Possibly, if Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. had
died from hypertension and not an
assassin’s bullet, black people might give
more attention to this negative impact upon
our health and life expectancy.

Let your physical feelings and your

common,-good senseé influence your needs

for health education, physical examinations -

and medication, not your emotional and
psychological involvement with some fa-
‘mous celebrity; your health and your life.
may depend upon it.

For The Poor

at public tax-supported colleges and uni-
versities and - $4,000 to $7,000 at private
institutions.

Average annual cost is $5,000 at a public
college and $8,000 - $10,000 at a private
school. ey ' S

-

The ACE B , Scott Miller,
“There’s a gap between parents’ asp
tions (for their children) and their ability
save. Only 17 percent of families 1
incomes below $10,000 could save for college
- an average of $120 per year.

With these rates, unless giving to the
United Negro College Fund and similar
college-university scholarship and grant
programs, the minds of many minority

. youth indeed will be wasted. As black

Americans we must realize that the future
of black America, indeed the survival of the
black family, which is the foundation of
black values, culture and history, is depen-
dent - upon the advancement and
development of black brain power now.

Yes, a mind is a terrible thing to waste.
Let’s not waste them, let’s educate them.

UNITED COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP_NEEDED NOW!
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, Designer drugs - they are
cheap and easy to make with
no laws restraining their pro-
duction. Is it possible that a
law against designer drugs is
a crucial weapon much
needed to stop or slow the
mass poisonings?

Victims of designer drugs
suffer with legs and arms
that are stiff and painful,

some display demonic beha-
vior, othérs die. A deadly
copy-cat. drug that looks,
smells, and feels like he-
roin has stricken hundreds of
users with symptoms like
those of Parkinson’s Disease.
Oftentimes users of designer
drugs die. The drug is called

The ems or onset of
destmnmume in the
middle 60s with the advent of
PCP (angeldust). It cropped
up in Los Angeles and quick-
ly spread death and destruc-
tion throughout the United
States. PCP caused almost
demonic behavior in some
users and killed others.

That is the risk with de-
signer drugs. Hundreds of
thousands may be as deadly
as PCP or MPTP.

What then must be done?
Some suggest that laws in-

that control of designer
drugs will too fail. How-
ever, to maintain the sane-
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ness of society something
must be done. Failing to
provide a weapon in the
crusade against designer

drugs would put soeiety'on‘a’

flight plan straight; for dis-
aster,

Designer drugs are cheap
and easy to make. Under-
ground chemists are now
synthesizing potent, new and
potentially hazardous drugs
for abuse. These drugs have
caused hundreds of deaths
from overdose and irreversi-
ble brain damage in many
othqr abusers..

Route that clandestine che-
mo:; whalom be-
y w. a
slight change of the chemical

unlawful. What is the pro-
fit? A basement entrepre-
-neur can make $2 million
crop of designer heroin by
buying $500 in chemicals. All
that has to be done, if law
~officials make one variation
illegal, is to again alter the
molecular structure deeming
these drugs beyond the law.
‘Present drug laws require
that restricted drugs be de-
scribed by their precise che-
mical structure. Fentanyl, a
surgical anesthetic, is re-
stricted and can only be used
by physicians with to
prescribe o?arcotics The de-
rivatives of the drug produce
the same effects. The slight
chemical difference makes
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sold as synthetics but under
fancy names such as ““China

- White"” (designer name for

heroin),

An incredible challenge is
present. Designer drugs can
be made cheaply and easily
and sold for large. profits.

They a to be at
an ahprg:.rhlg rate.grt?:iyngare
considered the drugs of
?busecbtthe future. Aside
rom designer

are very hard to_detect and
little is known about the;ide
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If néw drug laws will not
make the  ‘what

must be done? Is it a drug
policy that reverses so s
g
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popular (and only) mass
syptem, byt not much more.
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