Last week President Reagan imulted l:he
people of North Carolina during a visit to
speak on the campus of N.C. State Uni-
versity. Coming prepared to speak on his

tax reform plan led even Sen. Jesse Helms =

to tell news reports, “With all due
for my president,” support in North Caro-
lina for tax reform is *‘not strong.”

The fact is, while the issue of foreign
textile imports was uppermost in the minds
of most North Carolinians, no mention of
textiles was made except for a brief
discussion between Gov. Jim Martin and
Mr. Reagan enroute to Raleigh and when
Martin introduced the President.

While N.C. State University has the
largest textile school in the nation, the
President made no mention of a bill before
Congress designed to protect the troubled
American textile industry from the
avalanche of inexpensive foreign imports.
The only public comment on the issue came
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So often when & President is planning a
visit, the people at the center of the visit get
m with leaving a positive and

: h;[:'uslon tha:‘ that cou:iﬂ
butes making the visit more of a social
and ¢ircus act than seizing the opportunity
to hear firsthand what the President’s views
are on the vital issue, especially as they
affect the group visited :

Thus, while Gov. Martin was trying in
vain to get some positive reaction and sup-
port for the textileinduslry N.C. State
University officials . and students were
willingly dupéd by the President’s focus on
an issue — tax reform - that even Sen.

lina.
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