
_1 Apathy Towards AIDS” 
Dear Editor, 

The Christian Church has 
said littlein response to tha 
personal tragedies and 
social failures associated 
with AIDS. Since lttl, with 
few exceptions, cxdy the 
strident voices ofChria- 
ains who regard KtDS as 
God’s retribution an sinful 
people have been beard. 
Recent notable exceptions 
were a failed effort by the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy 
in New York City to pro- 
vide a facility for AIDS 
patients and a statement of 
support fay the bishop of the 
^Episcopal Church. 
£ The otherwise unexplain- 
ed silence of other Christ- 
aan communities is subject 

v-Tb at IdSst two interpre- 
tations... Perhaps they 
agree vttfh the view that 

>. certain of the at-risk pop- 
£ ulations deserve tbe dis- 

ease and the horrible 
death It portends; or psr- 
heps they are unahrare at 
the suffering or directly 

~ aware of the suffering ass- 
« ociated With AIDS and the 
Z challenge for ministry it 
*3fenerstes, i; -'Win 

* Christiana, the obligation is 
two-fold: They are requir- 

to offer comfort and 
compassion to individuals 
whose lives are struck by 
tragedy, and to jepreaent 
such nee* fa the public 
■arena. %•**£, 
^ The Christian church has 

no option, tiJesus taught 
that those who foHdw him 
are to be found in ministry, 
1! they are io truly he Us 
disciples, the church has 

-nooptisb: its mission must 
contort* to thecharacter of 

•.servanthood consistent, in 
part, of being a sign of 

; God’s compassion for all. 
-The parable of the last 
-Judgment (Matthew 25) 
: indicates what the test of 
; disciples is The Striking 
note sounded is that, on 

:: Judgment Day, people will 
;. apparently not be asked 
:; Whether they believe in 

God, or even that they 
; believe in Jesus Christ. 
-They will be asked how 
* they acted in the faee im- 
mediate needs of their 
neighbors. This test of 
discipleship, dramatized 
by the parable, must shape 
the church's ministry here 
and now. 

Nearly all AIDS-Related 
Complex patients have 
been shunned In some form 
by a public that fears their 
disease, objects to their 
sexuality or disapproves of 
their conduct. However, in 

; light df tbs example sat by 
Jesus, the latter reasons 

! are not sufficient to justify 
neglect of any human need. 

Neither should fear of 
contagion prevent Christ- 
iana from AIDS patients. It I 
is a fear that the stigma of , 

( ! 
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W. 4 %.^ ifiss NEO-BLACK 80C1ETYPAGEANT 
SohtesUnte seeking the IMS Miss Neo-Blaek Society title are pictures above on the campus of the,University of North Carolina at 

M,SS Nw*'B,*ck S°^W PagmatwiH ho heU at Spun, on 
Friday. October 4. In Cone BoBnmm of Elliott University Center on « 
campoa. Tickets will coat «1 and will be available at the doer The 
contestants (clockwise, from left at bottom) are: lalrlns Batter of 
Washington. D.C., Audrey Barbour of Falls Chureh, Vs., Angela Streak#f Hamlet. Quanda Lnftln of Durham, 'Viveca Williams of f nutter is M<0 
K»thy fakes el Clintoo, Rojalynne Finch of D^hwa £**£3^1* 
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WE MAKE REPAIR ESTIMATES FOR SEVERAL 
BODY SHOPS AT NO COST TO THE CAR OWNER 
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YOU D^juwETO^^mEflTor -^ara—ia**.' ...^ 

i 55 dr., gray metallic ^ 
finish, full power, air. Great looking 

i_WSM*m99& 
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loaded, fl.•»8*08^BFHF^Bfca 
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•878 MERCURY COUGAR L .. 

2 door. blue, fully equipped. 
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ag **»«* 
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Christians can help to Al- 
leviate the suffering 
associated with AIDS. This 

sssmb 
nearly all AIDS patients 

SXT* ” *“* 

Sincerely, • i -MJ 
Earl E. Shelp, Ph D. 
Institute of Religibq 

•ifcj^te of.Religion#.; Y* 
T ^ K jt'”. 

ST .rT-Lii*' "SSK=r Bank of Rlchmoad, announced that the Board of 
Director, of the bank and the Board of Governor, of the Federal Reserve System have approved the eaacep- tnal design of the bank’s new Charlotte-branch »»■»<«.«. 
to be bnH, on the J* Nock af BM Jk.de Street.^!! 
boi dtog. of approximately £».* gross mptare feet, will be four regular stories had a mechanical icvil it 
win span the entire-block of East T?£eSLt STwtU 
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