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Ralrigh A little faUnd firi was 
having her eyes at the 
Western Carolina Center in Mor- 
ganton. The child was not respond- 
ing to any of the lights, colors and 
pictures that are used as a stimuli fn 
such- vision tests. The staff then '. 
remembered that the child loved her 
foster grandmother, Lucy Duck- 
worth, and showed more reaittoh 
when Lucy was around. When Lucy 
came into the room, the child re- 
sponded to her voice and movements 
and the staff was able to document 
the dbtance and angle of her btind- 

Mhmie Roper volunteers 30 hours 
a week as a foster grandparent and 
still returns to the Western Carolina 
Center every Sunday to play tha 
piano for church services in the 
cottages. She also volunteers time to 
assist In feeding the residents at 
supper, and she says she enjoys It 
all. 

Sunshine Gibbs feeds, cares for, 
and entertains her foster grand- 
children. She volunteers 30 hours df 
sendees week, making stuffed toys 
and decorations for the children’s 
wheelchairs. She also provides 
shamrocks or elves for St. Patrick’s 
Day, heart-shaped pillows for Va- 
lentine’s Day, Mack cat decorations 
for Halloween and Jay Santa 
Clauses for Christmas. 

These are Just s few of the special 
volunteers in the Poster Grand- 
parent Program at the Western 
Carolina Center, for tha (nasally 
retarded, which was one eHfc’SH*'' 
ginal projects in the United 
The older adults and needy cMJdreo 
share a unique bond and a special 
kind of love. Their commitment and 
caring will be recognized on Sep- 
tember 13 whdb they are honored at 
the Morganton Community House as 
part of the celebration commemora- 
ting the 30th anniversary ef the 
Poster Grandparent Program. Chil- 
dren in the projects are IS years of 
age or under, in need of remedial 
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care and training, and are referred 
to the program by mental health 
professionals. Mott of theea children 
are mentally retarded, autisdc, 
abused, In trouble at home or with 
the law, and live in state mental 
health and mental retaliation 
centers.. 

To further honor their dedication, 
Governor Jamee 0. Martin has pro- 
claimed September lfes as foster 
Grandparent Month in North Caro- 
lina in order to pay special tri- 
bute to the spirit of these special 
volunteers. In Ms proclamation, the 
Governor stated that "foster grand- 
parents make a real difference in 
the lives of these special children. 
The children and older adults learn 
and play together, and most im- 
portantly share love and carb*. In 
addition to the invaluable volunteer ; 
Service they provide to special 
children and to the state, foster 
graodpandts recei* 
tiifaction of helping 
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1,500 children. In addition to 
Wenterft Carolina Center the pro- 
gram* include Caswell Gutter for 
the mewtUly retarded in KUpea; 
the New River MentaT Health 
Center in Boone; and the AOS* 
(Actions Group for awnmif sol- 
vency) in Goldsboro, all of which are 
funded by the federal '■Utf. 
ACTION n>e North Carolina Divl- 
sion of Aging sponsors and nrrtArs 
the four projects. ... 
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Over H,000 footer grandparents 

across the nation provide persooal, 
sustained attention for especially 
needy children. The grandparents 
must be 00 years of age or older had 
In reasonably good health. They 
work four hours a day, five days a 
week, and receive a stipend of 12 an 
hour, a hat meof, and an annual 
physical .and medical check up, but 
morn Importantly they receive the 
great satiafactlon df helping 
others. ■ y 
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pastor of New St. John, Rev. Leak 
said, “The Lord has blessed us 
richly. Our church has grown in 
every way-numerically, financially 
and spiritually.” Rev. Leak also 
commented that great things an in 
store for New St. John in the future 
arwell. ■ 

The all-day celebration will cul- 
minate in a 2 p.m. service with Rev. 
Dod) Steger of Reeder Memorial 
Baptist Church, Ms choir and con- 
gregation as the special guests. 
Dinnkrs, with all the trimmings, will 
be served and Rev. iwfr and con- 
gregatkxrinvite one and all to share 

Food For Families 
WBTV will .sponsor “Food tor 

Families'’ during the Southern 
Christmas Show through November 
M. Anyone bringing a can of food for 
needy famUies will be given SO cents 
off show time admission. 

WTBV will Join forces with radio 
stations WBT and WBCY in spon- 
soring Kid Pix. Parents can bring 
their children to have lamintad i d. 
photos made from 4-7 p.m. Tuesday 
through Thursday, November 19-21. 

Children will also enjoy the new 
ABC Family Fun Fair, a unique 
traveling exhibit featuring the net- 
work’s Saturday morning pro- 
gram linenp. Jhe feature is spon- 

‘IjJjMW&C-TV. Pepsi and 

aoumern snows, Inc., 
wOI run 10 k.m. to 9:20 pjn. 
weekdays and Saturdays, and 10 
a.m. toOp.m. on Sundays. 'Wt Jh. 

Show tickets are $4 at the door, 
19,50 in advance, and 93 in advene* 
for groups of 30 or more 

For more information, write or 
call: Southern Shows, Inc., P. O. Box 
36859, Charlotte, NC 22236, 704- 
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Bitoy Bounty Center ’" 

3201 G Beatties Ford Rd 
Charlotte. N.C. 28210 
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332-2163 

Greater Mt. Sinai 
Baptist Church 

124SW. Blvd. 

Sunday School:»:4Sa.m. 
Worship Service: 11 a m. 

1} First Baptist Church - West 1 

Itev. Dr. J. B. Miayknjr 

372-1078 , 
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