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“'Christmas And People That Lovel

Last week in this column we suggested that had been vacated more than a decade
-~ that Christmas is a time for Caring, ago, Mrs. Brewton said the building had
"+ Happiness, . Rememberings, Inspiration, been ‘‘taken over by worldly elements; it -
Spirituality, Trustworthiness, Mercy, Abun- became a haven for drug distribution and
dance, and Sharing - words that clearly even prostitution.” For months, Mrs. !
personify the meaning of Christmas. We Brewton added, she and her staff ‘““bounded '
witnessed and participated in making this by the Satanic influence of this building and
meaning a reality on Christmas Day at the claimed it for God.”* Then, just a few days
People That Love Community Outreach before the owner's death, Mrs. Brewton was
Mission. blessed with the opportunity to purchase the 2
In order to appreciate and understand building for a church and what she referred
", what happened at the Mission, located on to as a “lighthouse to the community.”
' Wyatt Street adjacent to the Fairview Nearly $20,000 in building materials and '
Homes public housing development, on both professional and other volunteer labor
Christmas Day last week it is necessary to had been used to rehabilitate the church. On
know a little about the historic beginning of Sunday, December 22, 1985, the church held
the Mission. Twelve years ago, the husband its dedication service with over 400 people in
[;‘of a young woman with three small children attendance.
+was shot to death on Wyatt Street near

‘Qaklawn Avenue. The widowed mother of With all the work necessary to prepare for
three,‘Barbara Brewton, says she began to the church’s dedication, ‘Pastor Brewton:
. §receive a message from God to reach out to still found time to provide a Christmas Day
. Wstreet people and drug and aleoholic meal for nearly 200 poor and homeless
- - Rabusers for Ch ! ‘ people and to give them donated Christmas /

he' back ‘of her brother’s
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. Street facility. People ;
.- glous services and revivals in such'large
+" - ‘numbers that they packed every room and
.~ 'stood outside | org- to hear-and partici-
';j: 2. llt:la in the hg:;:,gecﬁviﬁes. Similarly,
» - ~Bible teachers little space in which

&%each the children. Nevertheless, with : i _ ‘with inves!
- irén in attendance at vacation Bible . heér we  Poe,orna < AL SH LS return
.+ Schoolifi the summer of 1985. While seeki : Lo ‘be. !

-4 longterm solution to thé (
¢ v»conditions at the Love Center, Mrs.
z. Brewton, again with help from PTL
;" ‘members, opened a tion center on
. ‘West Trade Street to receive homeless
to help bring them to Jesus Christ.
% ) - About 100 feet from the Love Center, at
the corner of Wyatt Street and Oaklawn
‘Avenue, was an abandoned church building

more and more,; maybe

f them  However, the future of
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