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Academic Excellence =~

One “of the last “official acts “of UNC
President William Friday before his recent
retirement ‘was to recommend to the
university’s Board of Governiors to éontinue
the policy of requiring high schidol athletes
whio enter the university system to have a
“C” academic average if they plan to be
college athletes, ; L
_ On the surface, this policy action re-
commendation does ot appear to be
nothing - more than business as usual,
However, an understanding of the miotive
behind Mr. Friday’s action reveals it to be
an actof ¢ourage. In fact, to say that
Friday's action was d&ouragéous is an
understatement because the
Collegiate _Athletic AsSociation (NCAA)
Divislonlacﬁdolswillﬁot‘forthezﬁoctpart.
require a “‘C” academic average and a
minimum 700 SAT séore until August, 1988,
In the 29 mionths prior to that date, a 1.87%
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Defense Department a blank check to sp
‘whamit'muh;-qnd(a)‘-uwssmg

defense spending ffom the Soviet threat our
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Mr. McFarlane uses these and “other

arguments to support the idea that national

defense must be a first priority. We could

_agree with this viewpoint if it did riot Border

“on insanity. First, to suggest that péople
Depart-

whio oppose waste in the Defense De

ment want fo weaken our national defense is

“outright stupidity. In fact the mind-set and’

mentality for this kind of

from the Reagan administration’s effort to
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thinking arises

and a 700 SAT Séore. g A

It's sad to say; t6o, that the majority of

the predominantly black Division 1

and’ universities fiot ‘only want to delay §

accepting the higher academic

but
are considering éourt action to prevent the

higher standard requirement ffom being

implemented, _
_ This is tragic. It means that many

colleges and universities' have their ..
priorities in the wrong order with athletics,

including m_mmm-m.m
I e demie standards -mm

tion. To do less is to Gorrupt and abuse the

pursuif of excellence in education which has

always and needs to be“oneof the four '

corners of a democratic Society.:
Cansidering that black youth have his-
torically received less than quality

education, it is particularly difficult to

The argument they offer
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rotherhood Of Mankind

racism in the Jewish Gom-

munity was significantly _

than the.
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Shat it will take o have the
career they want and seem to
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