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America that is believed to reflect the
differing political philosophies”of so-called
conservatives and liberals is in the &
of “‘workfare.”” Workfare's official name is
Community ‘Work Experience Pfogram
(CWEP). Its basic objective is to get péople
off welfare and into permanent full time
jobs. It uses as an incentive for péople to
work a threat to cut the individual’s welfare
benefits if they don’t work.
. CWEP was started in six North Cafolina
¢ounties as a pilot project in 1981, A year
later the General Assembly “offered all
counties CWEP as an option with an
incentive by the state’s commitment fo
assume half of a county’s program cost:
With eight additional counties having
started their own programs and six others
expected to start in July, 1986, Goverfior
Jim Martin Ropes to have CWEP opera-
tional in half the state’s 100 ¢ounties by
July, 1987. ‘ 3

State “officials report that AFDC reci-
pients in CWERP participating counties must
work at assigned community service jobs a
maximum of
time_the péople aré given training in job
searching skills. The only péople exempt
from the pfogram are those over 60 years
'old, disabled or caring for children under
three years'of age. 'y il

Some apparently liberal critics have
argued that CWEP is spreading too fast
across the state without adequate study of
its long term effect. They say, i

. unfair to Torce péople in

‘We don’t agree with this pc
certainly be expected
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points about what workfare is‘or should be.
Significantly, this polarization has given
way to stfong bipartisan for the
highly acclaimed Greater Avenues for
Independence (GAIN) welfare reform pio-
gram in California, &5 ooy

GAIN is said to be void of the cha-
racteristics of what is generally associated
with the “of ““workfare.”” GAIN
seeks. to help welfare

often make-work that-offer little incentive

They suggest alSo that quite often jobs nmiore

- suitable to péople’s needs ¢an be found and
thus save the cost of job training. -

. The State of California has had relatively
good success with the GAIN Program and
therefore might be a miodel for the nation,

GAIN, workfare and similar work-

oriented pfograms for welfare recipients all

have the objective of encouraging péople to
%ﬂﬂﬂgmmu in 8o

educate péople, - “the
underly “the - activities involved. For
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many black leaders, far too many have remained ambivalent toward the
73 -providing comfort to racists masquerad-

‘a mask of mhd
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1948 when the Women'’s Rights
Convention was held, a
_ worhan had #0 pPoperty
rights. She, her children, and
+{ ‘the: clothes "on” her back:
‘belonged to her husband. In
Maryland, ‘until the late
19308, a ‘man ¢ould diVorce
| his wife for being unchaste
. prior tomarriage. A husband
?}dﬁoﬂecthh_wite’s wages
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