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was a flag girl, banner girl and
maintained a B average before
leaving the university. “I left
..Smith to give birth to.an eight pound,
‘six ounce son named
Armani Council, who is 11 months
old now. I don’t regret having a
baby, because it gave me a sense of
‘responsibility,”’ she added.
Council, a mmém{ Salerll:e
‘MjﬁmryBapﬁst , Says 8|
owes a lot to her pastor, Rev. A. L.
JM “‘He has inspired me to
strive to be a’courageous person
through my faith in God. He always
tells ‘us to :put the Lotd first in
anything we attempt to do,” she
pointed out.
Since coming to Charlotte, she has
_held down various clerical positions,
but she doesn't Teel she has
feached her potential. *‘Once my son
a little older, I'm going back to
my education. I'm determined

% mke'n good iife for me and
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By Jalyne Strong and
Russell Clark

About an hour before the march,
the crowd in the back parking of the
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Education
Center was already thickening’
Some 50 or 60 men, women, and
children had arrived with rolled-up
flags and wearing Ku Klux Klan
honds and robes.

“Klans--atten-hut,"” yelled a Klan
leader dressed in green as the unit
formed two rows behind him. As the
march proceeded from the Educa-
tion Center on to 2nd Street, it
attracted about 20 members waiting
on the corner of Alexander and
Trade. Before the Klan reached the
square, people were already ex-
pressing their astonishment of the
Saturday afternoon dctivity.

Anger replaced astonishment
when bystanders saw Klan Imperial
Wizard Vergil Griffin reach the
downtown interection with about 200
followers. Hecklers from the inter-
grated crowd were screaming “get
them’’ (the KKK) at the square after
the Klan started yelling “KKK” in
unison.

The police, out in large num-

other debns ln ;rol.esl. to Lhe march.

As the marchers were insulated by
policemen many confrontations
flared up between mostly white
police and several black
protestors.

Pushing, shouting, and com-
plaining, were ways the witnesses
expressed their disbelief. Thier
commenis range from ‘‘Charlotte
has been set back 50 years™ to ‘It
makes me sick at the stomach.”

Many blacks expressed acute
regret over the demonstration. They
asked “Who allowed this to happen.
Who was it that paid their parade
fee?

Ruben Thomas, who happened to
be driving through downtown
when the traffic was halted by the
parade, got out of his car to watch.
“Ain’t this a shame?” he related.
“I'm a veteran and I've seen the
Klan in action in the military. 1
thought Charlotte was a progressive
city. I know everyone has the
right to march, but this is a dis-
grace.”

“T walk Trade Street everyday
with no pfoblems but when the Klan
comes, | get a police escort out of the
area,”’ grieved Lamar Reid.
“Peoplesaid to ignore this rally, but
F feel a need to express my feelings
about what the KKK has done to my
ancestors."

“Im sorry we had the disturb-
ances we had,” replied Mayor

Senior Congressman Walter E.

Flmﬂrﬂywillbe&nkmoumk-
for the fourth annual Recogni-
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KK Leaves Its Mark

Ruehen Thomas
‘A disgrace”

Harvey Gantt over the phone
“Our Constitution states that any
group can march with police pro-
tection as long as they apply and pay
the cos! for a parade permit. My
official posture was to ignore it. 1
hoped that most people would ignore
the distasteful group ™

One black Charlottean was
thoroughly disgusted with the event
Terry Belk had just picked up his
visiting nephew from New York at
the airport after spending months of
persuading him to make a new start
here. “I told him how nice this city
is-that we had a good black
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Charles Belk

..."*race relations shaky"
mayor--and what happens? The day
he gets here the KKK rallies. I'm
embarrassed.”

“This KKK march shows me that
things are not settled here as far as
race relations are concerned '
This would not have gone over in
New York,” commented Belk's
nephew, Charles Belk

Many comments from spectators
were voiced by people from other
cities. "“They the Klan) couldn't
pull this off in Baltimore,' said a
young man_ “'1f something like this
was o develop in New York, no one
would be left alive to tell abeut it

fials include being a 1955 Cum Laude
graduate of Virginia Union

University In 1958, he earned a
bachelor of divinity degree from
Yale University. Both Virginia
Union and Yale have awarded

Fauntroy honorary doctor of divini
ty degrees and Georgetown Uni-
versity awarded him a Juris
Doctorate.

Fauntroy is the pastor of New
Bethel Baptist Church of Washing-
ton, D.C.

During the MGB banquet the
association will honor officers
who've served the organization for a
number of years. And, all officers of
the MGB who have served for the
last four years will be replaced by
new officers to be elected at the 85th
Anmual Session in October.

Those down from office
fthis. year ineclude: Dr. J. B
Humphrey, mioderator (served 15
years); Drucilla Grier, president of
the Woman's Auxiliary)

Pencle Norman, supervisor of the
Youth Department Daryl
Patterson, president of the Y“
Adult Department ; Cedric
president of the Sunday
Congress; Lawrence Brooks, presi-

Lamar Reid
..Why ignore rally?

rebuffed a freshman at Pfieffer
College who came down  with
friends for the experience

At different points along
march’s route. confrontalions

between the crowd and the police
weurred  The

police  were
restricting movement of the angry
crowed along the sidewanlks
Charlotte’s NAACP leader.
Kelly Alexander Jr.. pointed out that
none of the City officials supportid
the march  Legally the City was

responsible for protecting the Klan

See KKK (On Page 2A

- Congressman F auny To Speak At MGBA Banquet

dent of the Usher's Department .
Charles Vinson, president of the
l.Layman's League Mary
Humphrey. president of Ministers’
Wives. and Dr. A B Sutton Sr and
Rev J W Wallace, vice moderators
of the association

The general public is welcome to
attend the MGB Recognition Ban-
quet. Ticket reservations deadline is
Tuesday. September 30. The price is
£17.50 each or reservations can be
made for tables of 10 For more
informAtion, call executive secres
tary-treasurer Rev. William Lee Jr_,
telephone 596-382"

Regional Meeting

The Coalition of Minority Citizens
For ,Broyhill will conduet its
Regional meeting for Region I on
September 13 at 4701 Hedgemore
Drive from 10 am, until 1| pm.
Special guest speaker will be Mrs
Thea Monroe from the Senator's
campaign staff, and the Semator's
elder son, Ed Broyhill.

For more information, contact
Wanda Lewis, Broyhill Campa

4701 Hedgemore Dr., Charlotte, N,
Suite 101).
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