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~Much has been said and written by

rightist or fundamentalist Christians, as

are often called, about the absence of

8 or Christian values in our public

. Most of the media headlinés have

on prayer and Bible study, or the

of it in the public schools, the teaching

of the theory of evolution and the contro-

versy around public school health clinics
and their purposes 3

- We have obuu-v.ed and been reminded .

recently by Carolyn Sherman in The
Washington Post of just how misunderstood
and misleading some of the rhetoric related
to these issues has become. However,
before commenting  specifically on Ms.
Sherman’s viewpoint, let us reflect on a few
aspects of American history that are the
roots.of some of our mest cherished values,
and are likewise rooted in our nation’s
Christian heritage :

Therefore, while the public schools may
be inhibited or intimidated in some situa-
ﬁ;qnbymrtnlhgnahutrelighnhlhe
schools in any form, nd one can deny the

marriage between many of our nation’s
| . historically developed values and ouir reli-

193,

glous convictions. For example, in the
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biblical foundation for these values arising
from the Zenger Case are clearly spelled

out in words of Jesus Christ who said,

‘‘And ye shall know the truth, and the truth

shall make you free.”” Mr. Zenger wrote the

truth and became free for it.
These easily found examples of our
religious roots, and many others like them,

are readily ayailable and clearly show the
religions thread that is evident in our

nation’s history. Thus, whether the public

schools point out the religious origins of
many of our nation’s values or nof, a

Christian foundation is spread throughout

our historic education.

This returns us to Ms. Sherman’s com-'

mentary. She writes that “any healthy
~society must nurture some obvious values,
‘especially in schools to survive.” Our brief

historical examples are a confirmation of
Ms. Sherman’s commentary. However,
Sherman adds, “They’re not religious
values unless your motivation is religious.
Indeed, many of them may be called

secular humanism.” We strongly disagree -

with this statement. Regardless of the
source of an individual’s motivation, no one

can separate faith, truth, freedom, and .
similar values from their relishu',o_r:

This fact is evident in the values that Ms.
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~Honesty - “Thou shalt not steal,”
(Gen. 20:15). 1 e

-Pin-ul':q the best - “But earnestly

!

kindness; and to brotherly hhildn

charity,” (II Peter 1:7).
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