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Schools, Values And Religion 
Much has been said and written by 

Rightist or fundamentalist Christians, as 
are often called, about the absence of 

is or Christian values in our public 
'• Most of the media headlines have 
I on prayer and Bible study, or the 

: of it in the public schools, the teaching 
theory of evolution and the contro- 

versy around public school health clinics' 
and their purposes. 

We have observed and been reminded 
recently by Carolyn Sherman in The 
Washington Post of Just how misunderstood , 
and misleading some of the rhetoric related 
to these issues has become. However, 
before commenting specifically on Ms. 
Sherman’s viewpoint, let us reflect on a few 
aspects of American history that are the 
roots of some of our most cherished values, 
and are likewise rooted in our nation’s 
Christian heritage 

Therefore, while the public schools may be inhibited or intimidated in some situa- 
tions by court rulings about religion in the 
schools in any form, nb one can deny the 
marriage between many of our nation’s 
historically developed values and our reli- 
gious convictions. For example, in the 
beginning, the English settlers brought to 
America their English traditions of repre- 
sentative self-government, civil liberties 
and certain customs and habits. Then, in 
Response to the primarily frontier environ- 
ment of America, the early settlers 
developed a new spirit of individualism, 
self-reliance, independence, and most of id| 
an optimistic FAITH in the future, a future 
they could not see nor fully understand. 
There is no doubt that much of this historic 
faith arose from a Biblical foundation. The 
Bible book of Hebrew Chapter 11, verge one 
states clearly. “Now faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen.” This faith was evidenced too by 
the fact that by the first Thanksgiving, the 
bitter cold weather, inadequate shelter, 
widespread disease and the scarcity of food 
had killed over half of the women and 
children. This, the first Thanksgiving, was a ~ 

day on which the Pilgrims gave thanks to 
God for the blessing they had received. The 
event marked the first observance of our 
present-day Thanksgiving. 

There is no doubt that the Pilgrims were 
mindful of Paul’s letter to the Philippians 
(4:«> where he says, “...In everthing by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving * 
let your requests be made known unto 
God.” 

Principle Of Freedom 
-j* -. 

Two other historic-religious values in our 
nation’s roots arose from the Zenger Case of 
1735. John Peter Zenger. a newspaper 
publisher, was arrested and tried for libel 
because he had written articles criticizing 
ti\e governor of New York. The Jury 
acquitted Zenger on the grounds that he had 
published the truth. Thus, the principle of 
freedom of the press was established and 
was later reaffirmed In the Constitution «f 
the United States. Again, the religions or 
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biblical foundation for these values arising 
from the Zenger Case are clearly spelled 
out in words of Jesus Christ who said, 
“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free.” Mr. Zenger wrote the 
truth and became free for it. 

These easily found examples of our 

religious roots, and many others like them, 
are readily available and clearly show the 
religious thread that is evident in our 
nation’s history. Thus, whether the public 
schools point out the religious origins of 
many of our nation’s values or not, a 
Christian foundation is spread throughout 
our historic education. 

This returns us to Ms. Sherman’s com- 
mentary. She writes that “any healthy 

V society must nurture some obvious values, 
especially In schools to survive.” Our brief 
historical examples are a confirmation ol 
Ms. Sherman’s commentary. However, 
Sherman adds, “They’re hot religious 
values unless your motivation is religious. 
Indeed, many of them may be called 
secular humanism.’’ We strongly disagree with this statement. Regardless of the 
source of an individual’s motivation, no one 
can separate faith, truth, freedom, and 
similar values from their religious or 
Christian roots. 

This fact is evident in the values that Ms. 
Sherman suggests, and we agree should 
be taught in the public schools. However, 
what Sherman apparently does not under- 
stand Is the print we made about the 
inseparable nature of the characteristics of 
God from some of our historic roots. 
Sherman’s point is that "the greatest value 
public schools can teach is that there are 
values, and that they are worth defending. She suggests four values that both the public 
schools- and parents should be highly 
supportive of. These values are honesty • no 
cheating, stealing, lying; courtesy no 
knocking people down, vandalism, or fail- 
ing to respond with attentiveness and 
respect to others; pursuit of the best or 
excellence doing the absolute best you 
can; 4nd kindness speaking out with no 
hesitation to defend the weaken and to insist 
that others do likewise. 

Judeo-Christian Roots 
Each of these values has strong Judeo- 

Chrlstian roots. They are mentioned 
collectively more than 37 tildes in the Old 
and New Testaments. Furthermore, 
numerous other references are made to 
these terms that further reaffirm thelr 
sense of value as the following examples 
from the Bible: 

-Honesty “Thou shalt not steal,” 
(Gen. 20:15). 

-Courtesy “Thou shalt not covet thy 
neighbor’s house,” (Gen. 20:17): 

-Pursuit of the best “But earnestly 
desire the more valuable spiritual gifts. And 
I shall show you a still more excellent way,”. 
(I Cor. 12:31). 

-Kindness “And to godliness brotherly 
kindness; and to brotherly kindness 
charity.” (II Peter 1:7). 
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Black’s Destiny In Own Hands 

By Gerald O. Johnson 
Special To The Post 

The drug problem plaguing 
the country is Anally getting 
the attention it should have 
received years ago. But the 
government is slow getting 
around to things like this. It 
generally takes 10 million 
deaths and billions of strung 
out kids to get some atten- 
tion. Alas, action is forth- 
coming as our President 
declared an all out war 
against the numero uno 
menace to our society. 

It appears that the strata- 
gic plan of attack (from what 

'T can make of it) is to go after 
the drug sources and drug 
distributor^. This plan is 
very similar to the war 
against prohibition and will 
probably yield similar re- 
sults. The problem stems 
from limiting the supply 
without dampening the = 

demand. This is going to get 
deep, so try to stay with me 
please. 

Since there Is much dinero 
involved with drug trafAck- 
ing, eliminating the sources 
will be virtually impossible. 
A new source will pop up for 
every source eliminated. 
However, the hitting of the 
sources will put a temporary 
delay on the supply on the 

Miller Says: 

I Little Larceny In All Of Us? 
By Sherman N. Miller 
Special To The Post 

Many of my neighbors and 
my family have shared the 
dubious honor of replacing 
one or more stolen bicycles. 
Some theives were bold 
enough to steal bicycles off 
front porches or even from 
inside then homes. Many of 
these were children's 
bicycles. Does this suggest 
that America's moral values 
have changed? 

I have always tried to 
convince Myself that parents 
will not condone their 
children taking other 
people's property. Bat an 
incident at an amusement 
park shocked me back into 
reality. 

My younger son and only 
daughter had rented air 
mattresses to ride large 
manmade waves In a giant 
swimming pool. The 
Intensity of the first wave 
knocked my daughter off her 
air mattress and H was 
washed up onto the side of 
the pool. A mother watched 
her children take my daugh- 
ter's air mattress and said 
nothing to them. 

My wife was not about to 
let this Incident go unchal- 
lenged. She noticed that 
these children did not have 
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mattress rental armbands 
which the park supplies. She 
therefore asked the mother If 

i ber children had rented air 
Mattresses. This lady 
admitted that they had not. 
My wife told our daughter to 
take her mattress back. 

Although this was a minor 
matter, my wife called my 
attention to the fact that this 
lady appeared to have been 
guarding other mattresses 
that their children had cap- 
tured. Hopefully, someone 
had given the children these 
new mattresses. Neverthe- 
less, my wife's real concern 
was that this mother had 
taught her children to steal. 

The above experience hints 
that larceny theft far not 
losing or has not lost its 
criminal character in the 
eyes of many people. This 
assumption gains credence 
when one considers that be- 
tween 1087-1083 the US lar- 
ceny theft rate per 100,000. 
inhabitants rose from 1,578 tok 
2.888, respectively. 

I have hard a lot of 
rhetoric about the over- 

crowding j in America’s 
prison system and the evils 
of recidivism. Yet I hear 
very little discussion on the 
relationship between the 
destruction of America’s 
moral value system and 
children choosing a life of 
crime. The under 18 years 
old percent of those arrested 
for larceny theft has hovered 
around SO percent for years. 
Could a little parental dis- 
cipline for stealing drop It 28 
percentage points? 

An odd outfall of the new 
proposed tax law may be that 
It will do as much for the 
nation’s moral values as It 
purportedly is expected to do 
In equitably distributing the 
nation’s tax burden. If people 
are no longer encouraged te 
cheat on their tax returns, 
then hopefully they will 
discontinue this criminal act, 
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'• supply shortage will create a 
classic econ 101 situation. 
With supply down and 
demand up prices must go 
up. When prices on drugs go 
up, drug addicts need more 
dinero to feed their habits. 
Where does the dinero come 
from? You and me. Crime 
will have to go up. The 
addicts will have to hft the 
streets harder and more 
often to fund the additional 
cost of the drugs. 

~ But this isn’t the only 
problem looming with our 
“War on Drugs.” With the 
prisons being overcrowded. 

Therefore, children will not 
be exposed to this parental 
hypocrisy each year. 

Let os not let our chil- 
dren come to accept the 
adage, “There is a little 
larceny if all of ns.” 

Iteagan 

MED Week 
Washington, DC President 

iteagan has proclaimed October 5-11 
as Minority Enterprise Develop- 
ment (MED) Week, 1M6 The week 
is proclaimed annually to honor the 
nation's more than MO,000 minority 
business men and woman and the 
contributions they have made to the 
country and its economy This is the 
fourth year the week has been 
proclaimed 

During MED Weak, the U S 
Small Business Administration 
SBA) and the Minority Business 

Development Agency (MBDA) of 
the U S Department of Commerce 
will sponsor events in Washington, 
DC, October 5-0. These events will 
help participants locate new buei- 
neas opportunities, learn the latest 
techniques in business management 
and expand their network of busi- 
ness associates 

If you want to attend any of the 
events during MED Week contact 
the local offices of SBA or MBDA, 

where are you going to put 
those arrested from drug 
crimes? With mucho dinero 
involved in drug trafficking 
and poco dinero being paid to 
drug enforcers, corruption 
becomes an issue. With our 
society being a drug culture, 
how can you possibly control 
distribution and usage 
through force. These and 
other problems make the 
attempt at getting serious 
about fighting a drug war 
more political than prac- 
tical. Moreover, do you 
realise the amount of tax 
dollars not being collected 

ing? There is no way to know' 
how much money is involved 

But think about this. Why 
are controlled substances 
such a menace to society? If 
you eliminate the morality 
issues and get to the heart of 
the matter, then the problem 
to society Is the innocent 
victims of drug-related 
crlian. MM M M Ml|- 

Therefore, to get rid of the 
m ajo^ problem f 
with drugs, it to 
reason that 
procurement process 
eliminate a lot of the 
problems. Hence, legalize all 
drugs. / ‘; 

By legalizing drugs you 
have removed the substance 
from the Mack market. It 
will net be profitable to 
produce and traffic the mess. 
Cut out the Illegal profit and 
you cut out the source of the 
problem. •' pt, 

This eolation does not 
address the problems of the 
addict. However, the solu- 
tion does provide a means of 
getting tax dollars from the 
drug usage. The tax dollars 
could be used to help fond 
programs for the addicts. 

The solution sounds faa 
fetched and drastiC But the 
drug problem has reached 
snch an epidemic prop^'iim 
that It will require a far 
fetched solution. As f.r 
fetched as It may seem now 

« eerions look wheti 
the President’s “War on 
Brags” meets Its Waterloo. 


