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The U.S. Supreme Court began its 1986-87
term this week in what constitutional law
experts and historians are referring to as
the “Relinquist Era.” Willlam Rehnquist,
an associate justice on the High Court was
elevated to the chief justice’s leadership
chair following the retirement of Chief
Justice Warren Burger. Rehnquist’s
associate justice seat was filled by
Antonin Scalia.

" . The appointment of both of these men by
President Reagan was strongly opposed by
civil rights and women’s organizations

because of the conservative viewpoints and

court decisions rendered by these in their
prior cases. While most knowledgeable
observers of the Supreme Court don’t
expect the conservative leanings of

Rehnquist and Scalia to cause any drastic
changes in the Court’s direction, liberals,
civil_ rights and women’s groups have

po-, Feasons for some immediate concerns.

These concerns arise from some of the

County, "CA,

agency wants to be allowed to promote a

woman over a more qualified man in order
higher-ranking jobs.

While the elevation of William Rehnquist

"~ to the Chief Justice chair and the

‘appointment of Antonin Scalia will add one

additional conservative to the Supreme

Court bench, mest Court analysts doubt that

New Era For Supreme Court

any sweeping changes will occur. :
However, many people may perceive

'druuc changes because of the specific

nature  of some of the pending court
decisions noted here. For example, as much
as we deplore the historic injustice that has
burdened black Americans, we would hope
and pray that if and when the death penalty
is used, the decisions would be based purely
on the merits of the case and not on any
attempt to balance in some. proper pro-
portion the number of black and white
executions based on some sociological
moralistic nation of who to kill. The very

idea of human executions is deplorable ~§ |

enough even when it is believed to be fully
Justified, but to base it on a black-white
numbers game is equally as bad as past
biases that resulted in disproportionate
killings of blacks simply because they were
black. It is for this reason that we don’t view
this as a liberal-consérvative .issue and
strongly doubt the court's votes will be
decided on such philosophical lines.

Career. Or Family

Secondly, in our way of

request unemploymént benefits if denied an
maternity leave. Likewise, we believe that
employers should be required to reinstate a

ve.

‘bearing relationship. The lack of compat-

:
E
i
:

main point in these comments on
possible early ‘decisions by the U.S.
Supreme Court is to note that the nature of
these cases does not fall within a philoso-

Pphical mold of liberal versus conservative.
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and so' on. The master of
ceremonfes got these people
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traditional Indian dances.
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