
Which Way Gyfl Rights? 
Recent Ku Klux Klan activities in the 

Charlotte area and its undeserving media 
coverage has caused w ve. Jbme 1' 

thought to where we are i ion in the 
field of civil rights. S 

The federal Commission onClvttRlfbts is 
in disarray. John Busel; a President 
Reagan appointee, is quitting the 
Commission when his term expires this 
month arguing that the Commission has 
Most its credibility” and "moral strength.” 

i A*‘member” of the Commission's majority 
J^oup is opposing hiring quotas for women 
and blacks and resists busing to desegre- 
gate public schools, Buzel has criticized 
liberal civil rights supporters for what he 
calls unfair prejudging of the commiHlon’s 
work. He has also had harsh words for the 
conservative Republican Commission 
Chairman Clarence Pendleton for creating 

of credibility.” Many of Chair- 
views over the past 

's charge valid, 
or disagree with 

addition, the drug test program represent 
nn Invasion of privacy of many employees, 
n fact that undermines Individual civil 

fright*. ; 
On another front, the civil rights of 

children may be threatened with the dis- 
array that has errupted in the much 
publicised McMartin child molestation 
cases in Lot Angeles. The disorder has 
arisen as a result of information provided 
by a former prosecutor who quit the case 
and said he believes the defendants are 
innocent. 

The Los Angeles dittriqt attorney’s offiee 
is upset about the disclosures because of its 
possible impact in their prosecuting the 
McMartin cases. The former prosecutor, 
Glenn Stevens, Reportedly gave a 2,000-page 
transcript about information related to the 
case to a movie producer hoping to make a 
film about the case. This unexpected 
development could severly damage the 
prosecutor’s cases possibly leading to a 
mistrial. Such a development could free the 
defendants while leaving a shadow of doubt 

/over them^ai^os^bly leave the alleged 

has placed in doubt fair andh^Sequ^^ie 
process of law for the aUeged molested 

^ 
children and this adult defendants. 

This should remind us too that the 
struggle tor equal justice and civil rights 
has many faces, many forms and arises 
from many sometimes seemingly unrelat- 
ed issues but they are related to sharing 
fully in what makes America what it is. 
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In yet another development,^ National 
Organization for Women (NOW) has a 20th 
birthday celebration this past Monday amid 

::a growing concern among some of the 
150,000-member feminist group that it's 
time for some "new thinking^ said Betty 
Friedan. Friedan, a NOW founder, its Brat 

; 
years later, women are making 62 cents for 
every dollar a man makes...Then there is 
the other issue: How to put it all together, 

• home, work, and family?" This is "the 
} dilemma that the anti-feminists are playing 

In The Feminine Mystique (1965) Friedan 
focused on the discontent of some millions 
of female homemakers were believed to 
be feeling a sense of personal unfulfillment 
and little appreciation for their roles. 
Today, Friedan says, "the gains are taken 
for granted." Combined with a sense of 
complacency and conservatism among 
some women, Friedan says "we now face a 
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different set of problems. We face a 
backlash of people trying to push us back.” 
This “backlash” runs parallel to the back- 
lash in the broader and ever ongoing civil 

rjghts^stru^le with efforts being made to 

'A parental (work) leave and we’vfgotto have 
child care so women can choose to have 
kids before they're 40. It's got to be a very 
diverse (women’s) movement. And there 
are new avenues for allianee with men.” 

One measure of the progress that women 
v have made since the birth of NOW 30 years 

ago can be seen in the Job training area, 
women then comprised three percaiit of law 
schools, eight percent of medical schools, 
one percent of engineering schools and an 
unknown but small percent of divinity 
schools. Today, woman make up about 40 
percent of the law students, 30 percant of 
medical students, 28 percent of engineering 
students, and an unbelievable 60 percent of 
seminary students in the Protestant faiths. 
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Senators and State Reore- 
beniaiives oy uiiirivii. 
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plan much like the one we 
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running for office. Case in 

SS' "SS 
woggMfrti; -toward 

Charlie Dinnd^riQ im- 

tpposca in tne lest city , 

council ejection. 
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running unopposoQ 816 not 

the chance to And out. With- 
out strong opposition none of 
these individuals ever have ^ 
to campaign. They never 
have to win our confidence. 
They heve* have to earn earS 
respect. Wq can’t realistical- 
ly hold them accountable for 
their political record be- 
cause the record never gets 
tests. The question seems no 

longer to be Black repre- 
sentation, but rather Black 
representatives. This is not 
why I supported District 
Representation. ■' -■ Sh* 

We must stop treating our 
politics like it's some elitist 
social club that only a few 
can participate in. We must 
encourage our best people to 
get involved with running for 
office. We must educate 

to the political arena. 

J 

and more Important- < 
ly encourage competition. 
They must put personal 
aspirations aside for the 
community’* well being. 

Moreover, I find it ex- 
tremely Important that we 

get more Blacks Involved 
with the Republican Party. 
Our failure to have an active i 

two party system within the 
Black community stifles our 
political effectiveness. Also, 
heving several Black 
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MMer Sayit 

Socioeconomic Progress Means Presenting Unified Front 
By Sherman N. Miller 

To The Port 
The oleaslo adage, “A 

houie divided cannot stand" 
typifies the importance of 
presenting a unified front in 
gaining socioeconomic 
progress. Yet, the comments 
of Ron Reese, chairman of 
the Pennsylvania Black 
Republican Council suggest 
that Pennsylvania’s black 
Republicans (PBRC) .see 
little value in this unity 

VILiiL, 
Reese claims PBRC are 

trying to win blacks’ loyalty 
to black organisations versus 
being mere flunklee for the 
white power structure. His 
comments imply the 
existence of black Republi- 
can leaders who are selling 
out the black community, So 
I encouraged Mm to explain 
his contention, 

"In past history when 
blacks strategised,. there 
(has always been) one black 
(who) runs back and takes it 
to the white system/’ 
purports Reese. "Presently 
we have in Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh, and Harrisburg 
those blacks who are only in 
the Black Republican 
Council, to be ...the spy for 
the powers to be." 
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TMa being $ venomous 
assertion about the member- 
ship of the PBRC, I felt 
compelled to challenge 
Reese to reveal his program 
to bring dignity back to black 
Republicans. 
"I would hire those blacks 

who have been shut out by 
that old line black/’ replied 
Reese, "who pretend (they) 
want to allow young blacks to 
come along in the professio- 
nal positions. I would get rid 
of the type of leverage from 
that old line black in Penn- 
sylvania and prbbably gcross 
the country.” 

Reese continued with 
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make Tb the one 
post two have lacked 
in the past," says Reese. "A 
lot of qur young blinks have 
been trained and educated to 
do that, yet the older blacks 
do not want them to'Make 
that dedaion. They want to 
make that decision (accord- 
ing) to what "The Great 
White Father' has allowed 
them to do." 

The hostility in Reese’s 
comments convinced me that 
he harbored a disdain cen- 
tered on one of two hidden 
ooncerns. I, therefore, at- 
tempted to flush out his 
reservations with the old line 
black Republican leadership. 
He disclosed that Ms dream 
is to "bring on equal 
access" to thaJtfainstream 
Party leadership. 

Reese explained "access" 
in this manner.* "Say the 
Republican National Com- 
mittee is having a cocktail 
(party)," he began. "In the 
past invitations only 

Sout to those few choeen 
ks as opposed to those who 

can afford to go. Those who 
can afford to go are usually 
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your young black entrepre- 
neurs, black professionals 
who ean pay the price of a 
ticket as opposed to having 
the ticket given to them * 

where some big shot decided 
not to come.” 

I felt Reese was dancing 
around the iseue and not 
hitting the nail on the head, 
so 1 pressed him harder. He 
offered yet another bomb 
shell, claiming the old line 
Mack Republicans limited 
blacks' entrance Into the 
Party prior to T * 

I was taken aback but 
Reese came forth with 
another parable to make Ms 
case. ”... (Whites) will say 
they are used to riving three 
loaves of bread. That blacks 
will say that you can get 
away with giving me 2tt. 
But, if you bring in so-n-so, 
they win want a dosen loaves 
of bread, So don’t you think 
you are better off dealing 
with me?" 

If politics is the art of 
compromise, then Pennsyl- 
vania’s black Republican 
leaders need to demonstrate 
some political competence 
by bridging their current 
chasm. 
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