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. Thursday, December 25, 1986 50
Confab Closes
With New i

Leadership

..Washington, DC - The National
Black Caucus of State Legislators
(NBCSL) concluded its 10th Annual
Conference recently with the
election of a new leadership struc-
ture headed by Rep. David P.
Richardson Jr. (Pa.) and a series of
keynote presentations. NBCSL's re-
tiring president, state Senator
Clarence M. Mitchell ITI (Md.), was
named executive director following
seven years at the organization’s
helm. '

Having adopted saving the black °
child as its conference theme, legis-*
lators further welcomed the in-
sights of three area experts - D.C,
Superintendent of Schools Floretta’
Dukes McKenzie, University of, .
Maryland basketball coach Bob '
Wade and former Bullets basket-
ball star Phil Chenir, now with the
Boys & Girls Club of Greater
Washington. ,

Throughout the seven-day con-
ference, legislators from across the
country, representing 26 million
Americans, heard repeated calls for
public and legislative expression on
the issues adversely affecting black
America.

With respect to unemployment,
‘retiring U.S. Rep. Mitchell asserted
that blacks have been ‘‘strangely
silent.”” “A generation ago, Wi
would have marched in protest of an.
unemploymept rate that is twicefhe-
rate of whites,” he said. "We havé,, '

- watched as millions of dollars-are
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programs to address the centml
issues related to drug abuse,
Rangel suggested that additional
funding be targeted to attacks on
major drug suppliers and their

operatives. :
As legislators focuséd on labor

issues, William Wynn, international
presiderit of the United Food and
Commercial Workers International
Union, told the audience that - '*
StabIlty” of "Bla¢k families is in'
trinsically linked to the protection of
black workers. v %
‘““Thousands of American jobs are
being sold overseas, or they are’
being replaced by robots,” Wynd -
explained. Charging that the .

administration is in a

deliberate campaign to the
= worth of American labor he

warned, "‘Progress =~ =,

]

in reviving the economy'won't be
achieved...by exploitation. , « -
Gov. Babbitt, a rumored presh
dential contender in 1988,
legislators on his cently
announced plan for social reformy,
saying '‘hands-on inve _ :
the key to limiting the depem
of the poor on welfare
grams. 0
“Wesay a system that falls
who most need it. It fails &
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said. Babbitt called on
adopt “flexible’’ prog
jointly stress job training &
income maintenance for
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