
American Musical Awards Never Cease To Amaze Me I 
Every time I watch the Ameri- 

can Musical Awards, I never 
cease to be amased. Unfortunate- 
ly, that amassment isn't usually in the positive frame. As a mat- 
ter of fact there was only one time 
when I felt an artist deserved the 
abundance of awards that were 
heaped upon him and that was 
when Michael Jackson won 
hands down with the album 
"Thriller." 

The other times, I'm usually 
upset that those who select awards 
can never see past certain groups 
or individuals. Frankly, any 
child at the age of 10, after having 
seen the AMA a couple of times 
can predict who the winner will 
be each successive year. Yes, it's 
really that simple. And some- 
times I think so are the minds of 
those who pass over the clearly 
talented to select the "AMA regu- 
lars." 

Point in fact, if Kool and the 
Gang is up for an award, the odds 
are overwhelmingly favorable 
that they will get it. Sure, Kool is 
a good group. But did they really 
deserve to beat out Cameo who 
rocked everyone with "Word 
Upr But if you've seen any of 
the past AMA, you would know 
that Kool and the Gang is an 

"AMA regular". 
Another AMA regular is Stevie 

Wonder. But this year, he didn't 
have a song that really stole the 
hearts of America. So what in the 
world was there for the AMA se- 
lect to do? Why, just substitute 
their newest inductee to the 
"AMA regulars Hall of Fame" 
and overlook some of the other 
talented performers. And who is 
that "outrageous" performer? 
Why, it's none other than Lionel 
Richie. Richie became an "AMA 
regular" the year after Michael 
Jackson got his due recognition. 
The next year was Lionel Ri- 
chie's and as he said it himself, it 
was "outrageous." 

But this year was different. 
Even the viewing audience 
didn't know that another induc- 
tion to the AMA regular Hall of 
Fame would occur before their 
very eyes. This was the year of 
Whitney Houston. Monday 
night, Whitney walked away 
with "Favorite Soul/RAB Single 
Video*, "Favorite Pop/Rock Al- 
bum", Favorite Soul/RAB Al- 
bupC, "Favorite 8oul/B*B*Fe- < 

male Artist" and "Favorite Fop/ 
Rock Female Artist." All of this 
for an album that made its debut 
in 1986. 

If, for those of you who watched 
the AMA, sensed that Whitney 
truly seemed shock, you can be- 
lieve that she was. I don't doubt 
Whitney's talent as a songtress, 
but was she really deserving of 
all of that? I think not, especially 
considering the fact that she was 

up against, what I consider, one 
of the hottest female performers 
today and that is Janet Jackson. 

Oh, Janet did garner two 
awards. She received "Favorite 
Female Soul/RAB Video" and 
"Favorite R&B Soul Single". 
But personally, I feel she was 
robbed of a number of awards. 

Maybe I don't understand how 
the system works. When is the 
cut off date for an album to be con- 
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sidered? Is it that as long as it 
was playing at some point in time 
in 1986, then it can be used in 
Award programs such as the 
AMA? If that's the case, I still 
think Janet was robbed. Stack 
up "Saving All My Love For 
You", "How Will I Know", "The 
Greatest Love Of Love" against 
"Nasty", "Control", "What 
Have You Done For Me Lately" 
and "When I Think Of You." 
But that's all the griping I’m 

going to do. I was gratified to see 

Billy Ocean get "Favorite Pop/ 
Rock Single" and "Favorite Pop/ 
Rock Album". Even in the 
"Favorite Soul/R&B Female Art- 
ist" I was astonished to see Patti 
LaBelle and Anita Baker even 
receive a nomination. To my 
knowledge, it was a definitely a 
first for Patti and she has long 
paid her dues. 

Lionel Richie, who was present- 
ly touring in Australia received 
"Favorite Pop/Rock Single", 
"Favorite Male Soul/R&B Male 
Video", “Favorite Male Soul/ 
R&B Artist" and "Favorite Pop/ 
Rock Male Artist". 

Receiving their first award was 

New Edition, a young, vibrant 
group who won "Favorite Soul/ 
R&B Group". 

And for those of you who didn't 
count, Diana Ross changed nine 
times in three hours. 

EVENING OF LOVE 
"An Evening of Love" will be 

held at the J.B. Diamond Club, 
2638 Statesville Avenue on Sun- 
day, February 16 from 6 p.m. un- 

til 8 p.m. The festive occasion 
will feature the Michael Porter 
Band and include refreshments, 
door prizes and a champagne 
fountain. 

A souvenir booklet will display 
JCreetiqgs, l$>ya ppems 

or Valentine business ads and 
you can place your expression by 
calling Sylvia Grier during the 
eveiyng at 332-0662 no later than 
February 6. 

In honor of Black History 
Month, donations will be made to 
the Afro-American Cultural Cen- 
ter, the Anita Stroud Foundation 
and the Housing Authority Schol- 
arship Fund. 

Donations to the evening of love 
are 16. 

BLACK CULTURAL FEST 
The black Cultural Festival, 

sponsored by the City of Char- 
lotte's Neighborhood Centers De- 

partment will be held on Satur- 
day, February 7 from 10:30 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. at the Greenville Center, 
1330 Spring Street. The theme of 
this year's festival is "In Cele- 
bration of Black Family 
Achievements.” 

The day long event includes an 

opening ceremony featuring Dr. 
Clifford Jones, pastor of Friend- 
ship Missionary Baptist Church 
as the keynote speaker and dia- 
logues on issues facing the black 
family in the 1980s. The festival 
features Afro-American Art, en- 
tertainment by the Johnson C. 
Smith University Choir, the Chil- 
dren of the Sun Choir of UNCC, 
the Michael Porter Trio and sto- 
rytelling by the Public Library 
for the children. There will be 
demonstrations on how to prepare 
African dishes and McDonald's 
Cafeteria will have "soul food" 
on sale. For more information 
call 336-3054. 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
Thoughts often turn to love 

when February comes, but Febru- 
ary is also the month long- 
recognized as Black History 
Month. The North Branch Li- 
brary will be getting its program 
off with the February Flicks ser- 

ies to be shown Tuesdays, Febru- 
ary 3,10,17 and 24 at 4 p.m. "Dad 
and Me", an honest picture of 
black middle-class family life, 
and of seven-year-old Darrett's 
warm relationship with his fa- 
ther gets the program underway. 
All programs are free and open to 
the public. For more information 
call 336-2882. 

ATlUuAIN SnJKlliS 

Angela Simpson, owner of the 
Undercover Book Source at 115 
East Boulevard, which specializ- 
•5*1? Afr^Americanntwaturj will present a progrtTifl cfr Afri- 
can stories for the whole family 
at the West Boulevard branch of 
the public library, 2157 W. Blvd. 
at 6:30 p.m., Wednesday, Febru- 
ary 4. Ms. Simpson will also 
show examples of African crafts. 
The program is open to the public 
and is free. For more informa- 
tion call 373-1050. 

ARTTTUDE ADJUSTMENT 
Dan Gottlieb's, head of the Mint 

Museum's exhibitions staff will 
be the featured speaker as Alti- 
tude Adjustment returns from its 
holiday haitus on Friday, Janu- 
ary 30, from 5:30-7:30 
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T1 LAST CHANCE FOR ENTRY 
HE CHARLOTTE POST HAS 
A NEW COMPUTER SYSTEM 
AND WE WOULD LIKE FOR 
OUR READERS TO HELP 
US IN NAMING THE SYSTEM 

YOU COULD WIN $100.00 IF WE CHOOSE THE 
NAME YOU SELECTED AS THE OFFICIAL 
TITLE OF OUR COMPUTE* SYSTEM. IT'S 
EASY JUST FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW 
AND MAIL IT TO US TODAY. YOU COULD 

BE THE LUCKY WINNER OF $100.00! 

NAME:—_____ 
ADDRESS:___ 
CITY: — .. STATE:_ ZIP:_ 
NAME OF COMPUTER:_ 

REA8QN (If Any) FOR CHOOSING THAT NAME: 
-- 

, / " 1 —. .. 

SEND YOUR COMPLETED FORM TODAY 
THE CHARLOTTE POST 

NAME THAT COMPUTER CONTEST 
P.O. BOX 30144 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. 
^ 28230 ^ 

BLACK CELEBRATION 
In a special celebration of black 

family achievements, sponsored 
by the Neighborhood Centers De- 
partment, essays written on "The 
Roles of the Black Family in 
Shaping of American History " 

will be presented. Dr. Clifford 
Jones, pastor of Friendship Mis- 
sionary Baptist Church will be the 
guest speaker. B J. Harrison of 
Channel 9 will be the mistress of 
ceremony. The program will 
take place Saturday, February 7 
from 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Contact 
Bill Hamlin at 336-3054 for more 
information. 

OPPORTUNITY KNOCKS 
The Original Carolina Gospel 

Singers featuring lead singer, 
La Verne Spears will be perform- 
ing "What A Fellowship" and 
"Say Yes," when "Opportunity 
Knocks" will air on Sunday, Feb- 
ruary 1 at 5:30 p.m. on channel 
42. 

AMERICAN PLAYHOUSE 
For a dramatic evening, watch 

the 'American Playhouse" spe- 
cial, The Wide Net." This play 
which is set in the 1930s in Mis- 
sissippi centers around a young 
couple's problems that disrupt the 
entire town. Barry Tubb and Jo- 
sef Sommer star in this program 
that airs on channel 42 at 9 p.m., 
Monday, February 2. 

EYES ON THE PRIZE 
The second part of "Eyes on the 

Prize" "Ain't Scared Of Your 
Jails" will be airing Wednes- 
day, February 4 on channels 58 
and 42 at 9 p.m. This segment 
concentrates on the college stu- 
dents who take an increasingly 
active role in the civil rights 
movement. The students create 
their own voice within the move- 
ment from the formation of 
SNCC. 

LYCEUM PROGRAM 
Beatryce Nivens, the renowned 

columnist and author of the much 
acclaimed, "The Black Wom- 
an's Career Guide" will be a 

guest speaker on the campus, 
Wednesday, February 4. 

SOME PAPERS ARE 
HERE TODAY, 

GONE TOMORROW 
The Charlotte Post has 107 

years of continuous service to the 
Charlotte area. 
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For The Beet In Hair Care Products 

*op MESONS 
BE4irrv SUPPLY_ 

Soft Sheen •Lustrasllk Revolon• Clairol OSta-Sof-fro 
Alberto-Culver TCMM&M •Worlds ot Curls 

Nails, Nail Accessories, Hair Appllaaces, Just to name a 

_ 
few of oor treat Prices 

Hours: Mon.-Wed. *4, Thur.-fSrl. 0-T. ta£«-6.TTo^3 Sundays 
3501-D S. Try on St. (At Clanton Rd.) ^97 I QQO 

IMMKDIATfOPININGSPOR IXCITING 

^pBsitions^ 
APPLY MgW TO BEGIN WORKING WEEKENDS MARCH 141! 

IT’S EASYI 
• If You Enjoy Working With People, Carowinds is 

Interested In Talking With You! 
• J®,^PP*y. Simply Visit The Carowinds Personnel 

Office Mondays Wednesdays 9 AM 6 PM; 
Thursdays Saturdays 9 AM 5 PM 

• You Must Be At Least 16 Years Of Age and Have A 
Social Security Card 

CAROWINDS OFFERSI 
• Valuable Job Skills Training & Work Experience! 
• Opportunities For Advancements! 
• Great Working Environment! 
• Work Spring Weekends and Secure A Valuable 

Summer Jobl 
• Excellent Benefltsl 

For More Information On Carowinds Employment Call 
(704)588-2606, Ext. 250. 

__ 
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“Read Your King James Bible. Pray 
and Thank God Every Day." 

30% OFF 
n r*rw-i.. —— 

■■ ■ 

:Silk Not Included 
yeti., Thurs. 

10 Percent Off On Fri. & Sat. ] 
Offer Expires Feb. 5,1987 

Minimum I5.00 After Discount 

| Coupon Must Accompany ()rder~| 
Full Price After 30 Days Expert Alterations 

— ^^^=we Work Saturdays, Too 

American 
*•7 Cleaners 
& Laundry 

1806 North Graham St. 
(Next To Hutchison Shopping Center) 
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SHOW... j 

HOORAYFOR ICE! 
(A Journey THrough Show Biz) iM 

miomkttw • A Stunning Interpretation of 
"Ravel's Bolero " 1^1 
•‘arr v \n ) 

auv( onici • The Flashing LMNAWKHTOM Si 
%afm* Flamboyant Finale A JOHN oowumg 
reOOUcflWl' "Starshine C*n»diin let D»nc« Champions 

JANUARY 27-FEBUARY1 
CHARLOTTE COLISEUM 

9 BIG SHOWS 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 27 OPENING NIGHT • 7:30 P.M. 

WBTV/FOOD LION FAMILY NIGHT •^™ke^F^L^*ooupon 
Wed. January 28 7:30 p.m.* • Thun.- January 29 7:30 p.m. * • 

M January 30 7:30 pan.* • Sat- Janurary 31 12 pan. *, 4 pan.*, 8 pan. 
8un. February 1 2 pan., 6 pan. Youth (16 A Under) A Senior Citizens Save™ 1/2 
Price Tickets on Shows Marked By* AIJL SEATS RESKKVKO Tickets $7-$8-$9 
For Ticket And Group Information Call 372-3600 Tele Charge (Visa-MC .50* Service 

Charge per Ticket -332-4606) Box Office Opens Mon. thru Sat., 10 a.m. -6 p.m. 
Plus Sears and all Area Sears Stores, Belk (Monroe), Statesville Travel and Cone 

Center (UNCC) 
Suit City-USA, Bianco Int'l of New York, Suit City, Style Setter, Spirit Square, 


