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Castmg The First Stone

would only add to the hurt, dwmcn. and pre-

Three important devolopmmt.s occurred

last week that appear to put the Bob Walton is-

sue in an arrested state; at least until the
1988 elections.

First, Bob Walton said publicly that he in-
tends to retain his seat on the Mecklenburg
Board of County Commissioners. A post-
script to that announcement was echoed by
Post Co-publisher Gerald O. Johnson last
week when he wrote in his column on this
page, "There is little that can be done to
change the outcome of this decision."

More sig:ﬁﬁcant]jr, and this is the second
occurrence worthy of note, Mr. Johnson said

. further, "It would appear that the most ration-

!

al thing to do for all concerned is to work
with that decision. We must put this episode
behind us and focus on the issues facing the
community. This means the other commis-
sioners must do what they were elected to do
and allow Bob to do what he was elected to do.
It means the Democratic Party, and the
Black Political Caucus must alleviate the po-
litical pressure they have been asserting so
that Bob can function. It means District 2
must come to grips with this issue.and put it
onthobackbnmor,lothatnohmbuginm
_resolve eommnnity issues instead of person-

<@l issues.” After all, to do anything less .

Welfare Reform Omits Human*
Mﬁlh—of—tho—umm

occupation that has already cost District 2 a
loss of valuable ind needed public represen-
tation.

The third occurrence of last week, uhnh-
cal to the central issues aurronnding Bob
Walton, trust and public confidence, was the
published reports that Walton's most vocal
critic, Melvin Whitley, was fired from his

job last summer for diverting over $2,600 of -

his employees' funds to his personal use.

Whitley, executive director of the Charlotte
Organizing Project until his forced resigna-

tion, reportedly plans to continue to pursue
efforts to oust Walton from his Commission
seat,

With the Charlotte Organizing Project be-
ingamﬂacﬁonmncysuppurhdbytha
Catholic Church, we would assume that Mr.
Whitley is famﬂhr with the Bible verse
(John 8:7) in which Jesus says, "He that is

mthout sin among you, let him cast a’

stone..." (in this case, at Bob Walton). As we
reﬂaq on Gerald Johnson's meaningful
Wt we should also remind ourselves
about our own sins and shortcomings. In
fact, it will only be with such réminders that
we can put in proper perspective the full value

and practicality of Mr, Joh_nmswwd;md .
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In the Pnddantl mkly radio address

last Saturday, he talked about his adminis-
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""A"d"mey Are Off1”

By m-a 0. Johrison

The three State representa-

-tives that I talked to agreed
" wholcheartedly to hel

with this process.’ “The all
seemed eager to do whateyer
is n:ccssary to get more peo-

| macxsimelm i 5o
'f.numben to their ‘sup-

port..

The accountabﬂlty ‘of our
clected officials is only as
good as the accountability of
the electorate. The electorate
is accourtable for making
these officials answer to you.
Write them, call them, go visit
themy, they work for you. But
they can’t be effective if they
don't know what you want.

«The Charlotte Post will do
its part in providing the vehi-
cle for communication between
tlngleetqﬂnndﬁwebcmtc 1
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