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lunch hour Imﬂur lnd we also
go out together after'work hours,”
points out Torrence who usually
watches soap  operas during
lunch.

Born to John and Munio Tor-
rence of Charlotte, she has three
brothers-Johnny, ”. Jaﬂ‘ony.22,
William, 16, and two sisters-
Shelia, 28, and Tamela, 16. “We
have & clase family, but I wish we
could spend more time together
doing things as a family. My
mother is very lmpirnﬂmnl to
me and she gives us our freedom
to make our own decisions and I
ululwm count on her to lift me
up when I'm down,” relates the
Gastonia native.

When nﬂﬂldupatwurk she
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.| cause
' . not being acted upon nor heard
‘within the organization, they
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', 5 Kally Almndar J'r., Exocutivo

ach-
KAACP und fomar Bnnch
" President (1982-86), confesses
‘he's “mystified" over the surfac-
‘ing complaints about the local or-
| ganization. In connection with
thll. he says the complainants at-
- tempts to go outside the organiza-

/ tion. airing their grievances to
' the press, is "an attempt to bring

pressure on the Branch to do what

they think ought to happen.”
Irenically, the complainants,

who are members in good stand-

8 . ing with the Branch, are the first

to admit Alexander is correct in
this assumption. They are in ac-
cord stating their desire is to

bring changes in the Branch. Be-
feel their concerns are

eiqim going publie is their only
p_.uoiu t.hn:

ing chang qﬁ'om n-idc ind
certain. qnutiomblo strategies
have been employed to silence
their voiees of oppositiori.

Specifically, in a letter to Alex-
ander, dated January 16, 1987,
four-year Branch member Ge-
neal Frazier alluded to practices
"eronyism and nepotism" within
the branch. Her contention is
based, in part, on the outcome of
the 1986 Branch election which
resulted in three members of the
Alexander family and one em-
ployee cf the Alexander family
business rsecuring four of the
eight Branch offices. Moreover,
although Kelly Alexander in 1986
resigned his seat as President of
the organization, Frazier says,
“He stepped into a more powerful
position as the Executive Secre-
tary.” It is a position that is de-
scribed as chief advisor to the
president.

The current Alexander family
members who are office holders
are Kelly Alexander, executive
secretary; his brothér Alfred Al-
exander, first vice president;
‘their mother Margaret Alexan-
der, membership secretary, and a

oousin-in-law, Allen Rousseau,

Those executed and the inmates
still on death row included men-
tally {1l or retarded people and
prisoners who were still under 18
or Who had been juveniles when

« . thelr erimes were committed, it

g death sentences on
de: mhmodby

Ties That Bind?
Charlotte Branch NAACP members have complaints that Alexan-
der family members are tying up the Branch's official positions,
not allowing for participation from other members. Pictured clock-

wise:

Alexander, Membership Secretary; Kelly Alexan-

der, Executive Secretary; Alfred Alexander, Second Vice Presi-
dent; and Allen Rousseau, Third Vice Pmddent

third vice president.

Linda Crite, an employee of tho
Alexander Funeral Home,
serves as the Branch's treasurer.
Frazier also points out in her let-
ter that the Branch's Nominating
Committee that recommended
this slate of officers was struc-
tured in direct violation of
NAACP Constitutional rules.

eight.

Blacks convicted of murdering
whites had besn found more like-
ly to be sentenced to death than
any other eategory of offender --
but whites had only rarely been
sentenced to death for killing
blacks. Over 40% of death row

soners black.
wm"l,:ﬂ and 1986 nearly
80% of executed had
been convicted of killing whites -.
althotigh there were nearly as
many black vietims as white
ones.

The death penalty was only im-
for eertain of murder

Stated in the Constitution (Article
III, ‘Séction 2), "The president
shall be ex-officilo a member of
all committees except the Nomi-
nation Committee.” Alexander
it seems circumvented this rule
when he as president did hold a
seat on the Nominating Commit-
teeo.

However, Alexander, who has

quired five charges of electricity
before he was pronounced dead.
*In Mississippi, Jimmy Lee
Gray was executed by lethal gas
that induced violent convulsions
for eight minutes, during which
Gray gasped for at least 11 times
as he repeatedly struck his head
mlntt a polo bahind hjm

*In Texas, James Autry's exe-
cuting by lsthal injection in 1984
took at least 10 minutes and
throughout much of that time he
was conscious, moving about and
complaining of pain.

Spearheading Amnesty Inter-
national's campmign is a new
80,000-word use of the
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,“Mystlfled” Over Complaints

yet to respond to Frazier's com-
plamt in writing, now says Frazi-
er's allegations of cronyism and
nepotism are "absurd.”

"Each one of my family mem-

~—bers who are involved in these of-

fices have a history of involve-
ment in the organization,” he
maintains, citing his family's
long history in the Charlotte
Branch NAACP which goes back
to his grandfather and includes
his father's integral activity. Al-
exander did not comment on the
fact that the Branch's treasurer is
employed by the Alexander Fu-
neral Home. He did say, the vio-
lations that occurred on the Nom-
inating Committee were
"inadvertencies." “They were
not a conscience attempt to sub-
vert the Constitution,” he de-
fends. "And the violations were
not brought to anyone's attention
prior to January,” he says.

But differing on this particular
statement, Branch member Anna
Hood ‘relates, “"When Alexan-
der's name was advanced from
the floor (for his inclusion on the
Nominating Committee), I ques-
tioned it and was told it was legal
for the President to sit on the
Committee.

"If I was in the chair I would not
have been a member of the com-
mittee,” reasons Hood.
"Sometimes committees are not
free to think and act if the group's
leader is sitting there." Asked

why she felt Alexander main-
tained a seat on the Nominating
Committee in conflict to the Con-
stitution, Hood answers,"] guess
he had a purpose. The people on
the Committee had the chance to
block certain people.” Hood does
not specifically cite nepotigm in
the Branch but she does say,
“There are family ties there."

The obvious "family ties” in
the controlling offices of the
Branch is pointed out as the ma-
jor obstruction to other Branch
members: a block to their voices
being heard or their concerns act-
ed upon. This fact also gives
weight to allegations that all
members are not getting fair op-
portunities within the Branch.

Says Branch member Dana
Bost, "I'd like to see more people

getting involved and’ given re-
See KELLY On Page 12A

"U.S Death Penalty Appears Arbitrary, Racially Biased

since 1876 and another 21 have
prisoners on death row.

The report says that chance can
play a big part in death sentenc-
ing, and points to the wide discre-
tion given to U.8. prosecutors, ju-
ries and judges.

A sentence might hinge on
where the crime was committed
and there are wide disparaties in
death sentencing across the na-
tion - more than two-thirds of all
executions since 1977 have been
in the southern states of Florida,
Georgia, and Texas.

Calling for abolition of the pen-
alty in the U8, it points out that,
everi with tho-malt stringent safe-
guards, it may be inflicted on the
innocent .- at least 23 wrongly
convicted people are reported to
have been executed in tht Us.
this century.
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