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INTRODUCTION 

iWaf-a PLractical politician. He shared the Roman re- 

Sreer^R^theJ’S!11 ** ,6C0nd place to hia concern for his 
en,danger his position as governor, he 

LZZ'L'ST" °rdered Je8U8 crucified. Pilate was 

bus ditdbF^etUh“8Ua r^eiit8 °fthat “Pitting day when Je- s died. First, his wife s dream warned him, "Have thou » to t S 71160 he heard 2at Jesus 
f “!il! °fGodand h8 was frightened. Pilate's 
noon JL. de? ^hen Je8U8 was nailed to the cross. At athe "® wa8 darkened, and night was over the land. 
“fartwl^Wfi 611(1 th6 ^^fying climax of an 

6a^iqiiak6,Wlth a”, these fearsome events added to the ac- cusation of his conscience, Pilate must have been a very un- 

; _ LESSON BACKGROUND 
So the »un went down, the troubled day ended, and sudden- ly it was the Sabbath. But for the Jewish rulers there was still 

had “id wou,d rise on the third day. What His disciples would hide his body and announce that He 
B“«en? ruler, said to Pilate. "Command therefore 
tftat the sepulchre be made sure until the third day.” Pilate 
gave them a detachment of his soldiers, saying, "Go your 
way, make it as sure as ye can." So they went, and made the 
sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch 

THE LESSON 
- .T*1® woipen who had followed Jesus from Galilee went 
^with Joseph and saw the tomb and how Jesus' body was placed in it. Then they went back home and prepared the 
.apices and perfumes for the body. On the Sabbath they rested, las the Law commanded. Very early on Sunday morning the 
women went to the tomb, canying spices they had prepared. .They found the stone rolled away from the entrance to the 
tomb, so they went in; but they did not find the body of Jesus 

ey stood there puzzled about this, when suddenly two men 
bright, shining clothes stood by them. Full of fear, the 

women bowed down to the ground, as the men said to them, /Why are you looking among the dead for one who is alive? 
He is not here; he has been raised. Remember what he said to 
you while he was in Galilee: The son of Man must be handed 
over to sinful men, be crucified, and three days later rise to 
life.'" Then the women remembered his words, returned 
from the tomb, and told all these things to the eleven disci- 
pies and all the rest. The women were Mary Magdalene, -Joanna, and Mary the mother of James: they and the other 

cwomen with them told these things to the apostles. But the 
-apostles thought that what the women said was nonsense, -and they did not believe them." (Luke 25:55-56; 24:1-11). 
^Through most of Jesus' ministry the twelve apostles were 
piie closest followers, but also devoted to Him were- some 

faithful women. These women were grateful because they jfbad been healed of evil spirits and infirmities," and to ex- 
press their gratitude they not only followed Jesus to hear His 
^teaching, but also "ministered unto him of their substance." 
•Some of them were probably wealthy and they may have pro- ‘vided food often for Jesus and the apostles. 

The apostles were practical men. When excited women 
»c>me running with a story of shining angels who said Jesus 
3iad risen, these men just shook their wise heads. True the 
-body was not in the tomb but that did not mean that he was 
Lalive again. They knew Jesus had died and accepted no wild 
:story that He was alive again. Fortunately, that did not end 
:the matter. Evidence piled up until it could not be disbe- 
lieved. 

Can you imagine how frustrating it was for Joanna and 
the two Marys to tell the joyous truth only to be disbelieved? 
Many people take pride in their "scientific" minds. Their 
disbelief is unshakable. Then there are many who prefer to 
think that the dead stay dead. All the greedy ones who lie, 
steal and defraud do not want to think of life beyond the 
grave, for such thoughts carry the fear of judgment. So the 
selfish mind is closed against any teaching of a resurrec- 
tion. 

Do we cherish some faulty beliefa-beliefs that are not 
wrong, but are one-sided? Are we so devoted to such beliefs 

bthat we close our minds to another side of truth? A once- 
'ardent Christian has dropped out of the church. Why? He 
gave in to temptation and committed a serious sin. Almost 
immediately he regretted it, but he believes his sin has put 
Lhim beyond forgiveness and redemption. The Bible says, "If 
we sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of 
[truth, there rqmaineth no more sacrifice for sins but a cer- 

tain fearfUl looking for a judgment and fiery indignation, 
.which shall devour the adversaries." (Hebrews 10:26, 27). 

What the Bible says is true, and he is right to believe it But 
?his belief is faulty, incomplete, unless he also believes that 
*if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 

our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (I John 
1:9). The way of truth is not to choose one verse of Scripture 
and discard another; it is that we see how all the Scriptures 
fli together in the plan of God. 
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Sincere tIhank§ 
Mrs. Thereasea Elder £ Family 

fagirooe heartfolt gratitude to each one 

comforting Them during their bereavement In 
The loee of their beloved WiUie Elder. v 

Whether a Flower, Word, Prayer, Smile, Dieh 

Hand, Hag, Vieit, Card, Money or Just a Thought 
It'e meaningful and greatly appreciated. 

Qeneroue, loving, elneereaete ofkindneee 
and oeneem help to earn the pain of Urn and ereate 

loving memoriae that make living a Joy. Thanh So Much 
94n. Theruuta ‘Eider 

A.M.E. Zion Bishop Arthur Marshall Dies 
Atlanta, Ga. Arthur Marshall 

Jr., Bishop of ths AJd.E. Zion' 
Church, died April S. Marshall 
was 78. 

Marshall is survived by his 
wife, the former Mary Ann Stotts 
of the home; one son, Arthur Clif- 
ford Marshall III of the home; one 
niece: Delores Reese of Hampton, 
Virginia; four nephews: Robert J. 
Brown and Wiliam R. Marshall of 
High Point, North Carolina, Her- 
man Reese of Hampton, Virginia, 
and Jerome Reese of Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

funeral services were held 
Wednesday, April 8, at 8t. Stephen 
A.M.E. Zion Church, 1012 Leonard 
Street, High Point, North Carolina. 
Burial followed at Carolina Bibli- 
cal Gardens Cemetery in James- 
town, North Carolina. 

Bishop Arthur Marshall Jr. was 
bom in High Point, North Caroli- 
na. After attending William Penn 
High School in High Point, he ob- 
tained his B.A. at Livingstone Col- 
lege in Salisbury, North Carolina, 

/ received his M.A. from Boston 
University Graduate School, his 
S.T.B. from Boston University 
School of Theology, his D.D. from 
Livingstone College, and his LL.D 
from Clinton Junior College. 

Bishop Arthur Marshall Jr. 

As Presiding Bishop of the Sixth 
Episcopal District of the A.M.E. 
Zion Church, his pastoral assign- 
ments were comprised of West 
Central North Carolina; Pee Dee 
and Palmetto, South Carolina; 
Georgia and South Georgia Con- 
ferences. 

Prior to being elected to the of- 
fice of Bishop at the Genera] Con- 
ference of the A.M.E. Zion Church 
in Mobile, Alabama, in May 1972, 

he wee the Preaiding Elder for 
Pin* Bluff District; Arkansas Con- 
ference. His pastoral assignments 
were Greensboro District, West 
Central North Carolina Confer- 
ence; Providence, Rhode Island; 
Anaonia, Connecticut; New Eng- 
land Conference; Syracuse, New 
York; Western New York Confer- 
ence; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; 
Allegheney Conference; Kansas 
City and St. Louis, Missouri; and 
Missouri Conference. 

While pastoring in 8t. Louis, 
Missouri, he served as president of 
the NAACP Executive Committee, 
and was a member of the Citizens 
Committee for Social Action, 
Board of Directors of the YMCA, 
National Advisory Council on Mi- 
nority Business Enterprise, and 
the Small Business Enterprise Ad- 
ministration of the United States 
of America. 

As a leader in the civil rights 
movement, his efforts led to the 
desegregation of lunch counters 
and restaurants in drug and de- 
partment stores in the state of Mis- 
souri. His fight against de facto 
segregation in the St. Louis Public 
School System led to increased op- 
portunities for teachers and ad- 

ministnators of all raoaa. 

Marshall received many meri- 
torioas awards for outstanding 
community service. Both the 
states of Alabama and Louisiana 
made him an honorary member of 
their Legislative Assemblies. The 
Mayor of Tuskegee, Alabama, pre- 
sented him an award for outstand- 
ing community service. Honorary 
citizenships were awarded to him 
along with Keys to the Cities from 
mayors across the nation. The 
President of the West African Na- 
tion of Liberia made him a Knight of the Order of African Liberation. 

More recently, he was honored 
at a dinner in High Point, North 
Carolina, in November, 1986, com- 
memorating his 50th anniversary 
with the A.M.E. Zion Church. 
More than 1,000 people participat- 
ed in the celebration where High 
Point Mayor Judy Mendenhall 
proclaimed November 21, 1986 
Bishop Arthur Marshall Jr. Day, 
and a representative for the Gov- 
ernor of North Carolina brought 
greetings and congratulations 
from the State. Letters came from 
President Reagan, Vice President 
Bush, governors, senators and 
congressmen. 

CPropfiet 's CoCumn 

"Time Running Out" Part I 
By J. M. Littio 

Special Tb The Post 

A* we come down to the close of 2,000 
yean, time it running out on a rebellious 
and Chris t-rnjecting generation. Almost 
every 2,000 years, a great event haa taken 
place that haa changed the entire course of 
the whole world. In Genesis 6 and 7 we have 
God s record of the flood He sent upon all the 
earth which destroyed all human souls but 
sight. It was because of corruption and vio- 
lence (Gen. 6:11-13) God brought this judg- 
ment upon man and the beasts of the earth. 

Then at the end of another 2,000 years 
we have the record in the Word of God of the 
birth of Christ. These two events changed 
the entire course of mankind, worldwide. In 
the story or the good Samaritan the Lord Je- 
sus Christ made clear He was coming back 
in two days. A 1,000 years is one day with the 
Lord. Aa we come down to the close of anoth- 
er 2,000 years, the two days will soon be end- 
ed, which will result in the Second coming or 
Christ. The whole world is in wreck and 
ruin, Satan haa taken over the churches, 
governments, schools, homes, and every 
phase of society. The whole of mankind is 
looking for someone to lead them out ol 
world chaos. That ■someone" will soon be re- 
vealed to the world, he is the "Antichrist." As 
lime runs out on this wicked generation, 
lawlessness abounds more and mere. The 
Apostle Paul warned ua of these days in II 
Tim 3. I invite you to read that chapter and 
smep. Pot every member or your family, and 
eaery member if my family, who is not 

a^ad is caught up in the world, they love the 
pleasures ofthis evil world more than they 
love the Lord. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is at the door, His 
hand ia turning the knob, He could come any 
second. The coming of the Lord ia not way 
off in the future as so,e would have you be 
lievo. But on the contrary, He could come 

any second. You don’t have time to play the 
fool as some of you are doing. With the eter- 
nal destiny of your soul hanging in the bal- 
ance, socking the Lord should be the all im- 
portant thing in your life. What if you should 
die this very moment? Where would you 
spend eternity? Would you go be with the 
Lord? If you should die this moment, you 
would either go to Heaven or Hell. There is 
no middle groundl I’d give anything to be 
with Him. All becauao there in eternity. Ho 
elected me, and came and died and rose 

again just for me. Not because of anything I 
did or did not do, but it ia all of grace. Salva- 
tion ia of the Lord. Not only ia salvation of the 
Lord, Salvation is the Lord. Himself, plus 

Church News 
Continued from page 6B 

MAYFIELD MEMORIAL 
Easter Sunday, April 19, at 

Mayfield Memorial Baptist 
Church will be filled with activi- 
ties as the day will begin with 
Easter Sunrise Corporate Wor- 
ship at 6 a.m.. Following the wor- 

ship service, the congregation 
will share in a Fellowship Break- 
fast at 7:15 a.m.. Sunday School 
begins at 9:30 a.m. and Morning 
Worship at 11 a.m.. 

The Baptist Training Union 
will meet at 5 p.m. and the annu- 

al Sunday School Easter program 
will begin at 6 p.m. 

The Charlotte community is in- 
vited to share in these and all ser- 
vices at Mayfield. 

The church is located at 700 
Sugar Creek Rd. Rev. H.S. Diggs 
is pastor. 

BAHAIS 
His Baha'is religion of Char- 

lotte will eelsbrate tha 144th anni- 
versary of thair prophet-founder's 
public declaration of his mission 
as God's messenger for this age at 
thair annual Festival of Ridvan 
to ba hold April 21 -May 2. 

Ridvan, a 12-day celebration, 
mean "Paradise." The prophet- 
founder's name, Baha'ullah 
means Tha Glory at God." 

Tha Baha'i community of 
Charlotte invites anyone interest- 
ed in tha Festival of Ridvan to 
call 346-0861 after 6:80 p.m. 

INTER-DENOMINATIONAL 
EASTER SERVICE 

Tha annual inter- 
denominational community Eas- 
ter Sunrise Service will ba held 
Sunday, April 10, at tha Freedom 
Park BandsheU, 8:30 ana. 

In case of rain, the service will 
ba held in St. Patrick's School 
gymnasium, 1126 Buchanan St '• 

nothing and minus nothing. He is my hopo. Is He yours? Time is running out on every soul on this earth, whether you aro saved or 
not. Unbeliever, as your time runs out, you 
are nearer Hell and unspeakable misery. If 
you believers knew the unspeakable de- 
struction you aro headed for, it would set 
your soul to crying for mercy, but, it is mer- 
cy that God does not let you know that you 
are going to Hell. If every aoul who ia going 
to Hell here in Mecklenburg County knew 
they were, and that there is absolutely no 
hope of being saved, there would be such de- 
struction that every soul would have to flee 
for their very life. 

bee, if you knew you were destined for 
Hell forever with no hope of ever getting out 
of Hell, you’d cause all the destruction you 
could. Have you ever thought about it like 
that? My (Vicnd, you are going to live as long 
as God lives. Your fleshy body may be laid in 
the grave, but your soul will live forever in 
eternity. Where will you spend eternity? I 
plead with you to think seriously on your 

At this very moment, souls are being 

driven out into eternity, one dey that will be 
you. 

Then time ia running out for every born- 
again believer. I only have a limited time to 
warn you to nee to Chriat. When my time ia 
up, you'll receive no more warning* from 
my lip* or pen. Ood'a on the throne, He con 
trola everything. Thee i* a day marked on 
Hi* calendar for Hi* laat mceaage to go out, 
and then there'll be no more in thia ago of 
grace. There ia a day marked on Hia calen- 
dar Tor the last soul to be saved before He 
comes. When that lost soul is saved, the 
Lord's bride will be complete, then He'll 
come to rapture us. Will you be in that num- 
ber raptured when He comes? I will. When 
Christ comes, the Holy Spirit will go up and 
every blood-bought soul will be delivered up. 
Then there will be no more restraint on the 
earth. You think we are living in a lawless 
and violent time now, but when Christ 
comes and takes His own out, you'll see a 

string of violence go around the world that 
will make today's violence look like baby 
talk. 

By J. M. Little 
me Prophet's Column Is A- 

Paid Advertisement. 

The Charlotte Post’s 
Mother’s Day Greeting 

page 
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MOTHER^ 
DRV 

i 

I_I 
TO: Thomesina 

Johnson 

Have a special day 
for someone very 
special 

love 
Gerald, Sharon 
&> tfie Kids 

When : May 7th edition 
Where : The Charlotte Post 
How : Fill out the entry form 

below and mail It in with 
your check or money order 

Why : Give your mother or loved one 
a greeting like no other! Hurry, 
entries will be accepted up to 

noon on May 4, 1987. 

Cost: $5.00 

t° :cm 
Message 

From : 


