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Over the past few months, journalists have
had mueh#6 say about  writing and writ-
10 Goubt including themselves. Shortly
efore hia death, mdinted columnist Syd-
ney s wirote that a writer loses his audi-
ice when he flexes his ego. Harris used
Herman Wouk's recent novel, Inside, Out-

- side, to illustrate his point. "Wouk (in his

book) seems to.take himself and his career
far more Seriously.than he takes his work,"
ote. "This is largely an autobio-

hieal novel, the most dangerous kind to

" Flarris_oncludes by saying in the

5 "Wor "his_ego on his connec-
tions with the '(Richard) Nixon White House.
Charlotte rver columnist James Olsen
sought recently to remind us of something

that most of us already know, textbook pub-
lishers are only interested in sales and prof-
ts, not values.-O ‘notes that publishers
Vant controversy... (thus) guarantees

‘amnesia for our children... If text-

" e iased, it's in the direction of pleas-
ing everyone and making everyone depicted
{E 0d,” which doesf't usually reflect real

Olsen writes that our textbooks avoid any
"sign of ‘Poverty, violence, social discord,
family conflict, erime... or anything that .
/might genetate the least bit of controversy.”
To have suéh would offend some groups and

pouihlyl.’l_n"*lﬂ'?_hhs. Karen Smythers,
a graduating senior at Charlotte's Indepen-
dence High School ant i

y tells us quite truth-
that writing is a form of punishment because
teachers mmifn,?;n flaming red ink"
Bver s negative or intorrect. The

Tesults,” y adds, is "children no
longer foel file to write,” but rather seek only
to please tluh;n '

e inw‘:yt_upuﬂdalwm.

i

These three perspectives on writing each
professional writers. Wouk sought to make
himself the centerpiece of his writing. The
textbook publishers seek to avoid controversy
for the presumed assumption of .
everyone. Yet, young Karen Smythers said
without the opportunity for “reflection on mo-
ral choicés” we cannot grow intellectually.
Such publishers need to heed Karen's point.
Likewise, they should watch Ted Koppel's

- Nightline television show to observe how he

_skillfully makes thought-provoking state-
ments and asks the right questions to draw
m\dow responses from his guests:

is often results in controversy and con-
flict, it helps the viewer/listener to do his

I
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On Writing And Writers

Journalists, like the textbook publishers,
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own independent thinking and to draw his/
her own conclusions. This is what textbooks
are supposed to do.

Then, too, the manner in which we inhibit
our young people's interest and freedom to

write can make bright, alert minds dull and,
subsequently, produce a generation of equal-
ly dull, uninspired writers.

We journalists tend sometimes to make
these same kinds of non-productive mis-
takes. A case in point is how many newspa-
per writers have tried to ignore Jesse Jackson
as a serious and important presidential can-
didate. As the Observer's Jerry Shinn wrote
candidly last month that with "Gary Hart's
withdrawal from the presidential campaign
the Democrats must confront an embarrass-
ing truth: They don't take Jesse Jackson ser-
iously as a présidential candidate...because

- they don't think a black man can win the
presidency in 1988." : 2.4

apparently want to accoms

crats by '_ignéﬂ_gg 'Jaek?!:z‘-..
candidly wrote, “If Jesse Jackson were
all the media focus would have tufned

_ to hin
when Hart dropped out.” Is it racism by the
Democrats and or the media or both t‘h_at

might possibly deny the voters the
to maybe vote for or against Jesse Jackson?

writers who
to Jesse Jackson are
Joseph Sobran and d Brod
Washington Post reperter, Sobra

bluntly, Jackson has star quality, he knows

how to use it (therefore), he eould t
(Democratic) party to shreds if there is a
certed attempt to so shut him out of the
Even more to the point, Broder is

few white writers to.a
what Jackson has to say.

- change
‘what Jackson is actually saying.  Ultimate-

ly, like all the other contenders, he will (or-

. should) be judged by his personal qualities
and his record, as well as his ideas." '
Broder listened, as many others both white

and black have failed to do, when Jackson
says that the crucial American experience
was not the Revol

serts repeatedly, lies in dealing with the heri-
t:go of slavery - diserimination and ra-
cism." ;

Next week: Jesse Jackson's beliefs. -
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~ the change in Jackson's status, we
e have paid-too little attention to
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He is like the old soldisy who has
fought many a war and is now
coming back for one more, neces-
sary battle, Such is the image of
Supreme Court Justice Thurgood
Marshall, a man who, in the sun-|
set of his years, has shown that
plain, outspokeén courage is not
just the purview of the young.

The Reagan Administration had
hoped to use the Constitution's bi-
centennial to enshrine and there-
fore to stagnate that document.
The Constitution, thus deifled, was
to become yet another tool in Rea-
gan's attempt to illegitimize the
Progressive gains made before
Reagan took office. But this was
not to be. Justice Marshall, the
lone African American on the
highest bench in the land, saw to
that. While President Reagan and
his cohort. former Chief Justice
Warren Burger, praised the Con-
stitution as a perfect document
and its framers as “giants,” Thur-
good Marshall brought a little real-
ity to the situation.

In & recent speech Justice Mar-

particularly profound. "To the
contrary.” he added, “the govern-

ment they dqllltl was defective

contempo-
e Constitu-

from the start... W

its racism is that it never truly ad-
mitted the racist underpinning
upon which this country was built.

You eannot repair a wrong until

you have admitted it. By reveal-
ing the flaws in the lofty, yet im-
porfect,

We salute Thurgood Marshall
for his valiant continued efforts to-
wards the cause of justice for all
People.

spent last week blowing the
smoke from their six shooters

~ as the budget-fight at the

‘O.K. County of Mecklen-
burg building' reached its fi-

__nal stages. As usual the Com-
. missioners and the County
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